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During the last major snowstorm that the greater Buffalo area endured where they received some 

97 inches of snow. There came a report of an "angel" as she is being hailed who saved a man 

who had lost his way and was nearly frozen to death. This woman who, on Christmas Eve, heard 

the man's cry and saw the pain he was in picked him up and brought him into her home. She 

immediately called 911, but no one came. So, Sha'Kyra, which is the angel's name, knew she had 

to take matters into her own hands. So, she got to work using blankets and a hair dryer to care for 

this man who not only showed signs of hypothermia but also had ice hanging from his body.  

 

If Sha'Kyra had not been looking and listening, would she have ever heard the call of the man in 

need? If Sha'Kyra had not been attentive beyond her personal sphere, would Joe White's life 

have had the same outcome?  

 

The important act of looking and listening is a practice that disciples of Christ must be willing to 

do. Displayed today in our gospel text, we see what comes from the attentive curiosity of John, 

Andrew, and Simon, who saw Jesus, heard his voice and decided to follow him. These first 

disciples of Christ could have easily kept their heads down, their blinders on, and focused only 

on what was right in front of them. John could not have said a thing, but we see today that their 

active looking and listening allowed them to witness the Lamb of God right before them. 

Ultimately changing their lives and the lives of all those who would follow in their footsteps 

forever. Thanks to their faithful wondering, not only did they come to know God through Christ 

but disciples of every time and place have been able to do the same.    

 

The task of actively looking and listening as disciples of Christ is a necessary skill, we have to be 

willing to acquire and to perform continuously as we move through our lives and world. Mind 

you, it is not easy to always have our radar up. With everything that we have going on in our 

lives, sometimes it feels like we are doing our best just to manage the tasks of the day that are 

right in front of us. Work obligations, school requirements, soccer practice, ballet, girl scouts, 

Rotary, your pastors asking you to come to Bible studies or serve on a committee. We all have 

more than enough in our lives to keep us busy. We all have plenty to focus on that is right in 

front of us. But when we do not also expand our horizons and see and listen to the world that is 

all around us – sometimes I think we miss God in our midst. We miss God and God's people who 

are all around us. 

 

See the season of Epiphany is a time of discovery. A time to see and hear all that God is up to in 

the world. Like the wise men who saw the star and heard God's call and ultimately discovered 

the Christ child before them – we too are called to faithfully look and listen and discover God 

before us. For our God is always actively moving all around us. In every person we pass, in the 

creature of the earth, in the wind that moves through the trees, in the sun that warms us on these 



cold winter days – God can be seen and felt throughout all God's creation – we as disciples just 

have to look and listen. 

 

Now like removing the blinders from a racehorse's eyes – the initial shock can be alarming. 

When we look beyond what is right in front of us, it can be alarming because there is so much to 

see and hear. The plea of a father on the side of the road who is asking for food for his children. 

The overwhelming call for respect and equality for people of color and our LGBTQ siblings. The 

constant prayers and cries for peace both in our local area and in our world. When we look and 

listen, it can be overwhelming, but as Dr. Martin Luther King reminds us, whom we celebrate 

this weekend - when we take the first step in faith, we don't have to see the whole staircase; we 

just have to take that first step.  

 

As Jesus tells Andrew and Simon today – Come and see. Or, translated from the Greek – come, 

and you will see. You will see God. You will see the Lamb of God. And knowing how the story 

goes, what does Jesus show his disciples – he shows them God's people in need. The poor, the 

oppressed, the ill, the widowed, the orphaned – God's people are how Jesus shows God to his 

disciples - God's people who are right in front of them is how Jesus reveals God presence in their 

lives.  

 

Now there is only good that can come from seeing and hearing and engaging with God and God's 

people in the world around us. It is in our faithful steps forward – beyond ourselves – beyond our 

own wants and needs – that we as disciples meet God face to face in our neighbor. It is in those 

faithful steps that we both share God's love with those we serve but also receive it as well. And 

maybe most important, it is in those faithful actions that in allowing others to know God that we 

grow in our relationship with God more fully ourselves.     

 

Now Sha'Kyra could have heard Joe's cries for help and kept on going about her day. She could 

have simply rolled over and not had a second thought. Thankfully, though, she didn't. She and 

her fiancé scooped Joe up, cared for him, put a call out for help to all of Buffalo, and the 

community came together and finally got Joe to the hospital. A few days later, in an interview 

with the local news, Joe's sister, who was beyond thankful for the actions of Sha'Kyra, made a 

point of calling her an angel, but she also called her a sister. A sister she never knew but one that 

she said she would love for the rest of her life.    

 

When we follow Christ, we, as disciples, grow beyond ourselves. We grow in our relationship 

with God and in our relationship with one another. And when we look and listen to all God, and 

God's people are doing in this world, we not only share love, but we receive love from our 

siblings in Christ – love that lasts a lifetime.  

 

Thanks be to God for this.  

 

 Amen. 


