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So last weekend, Heather and I decided to have a Friday night Star Wars movie marathon where 

we set out to watch the most recent trilogy of the Star Wars franchise. Now calling it a marathon 

is a bit deceiving as we only made it through the first two movies that night.  Mainly because I at 

34 can’t seem to make it past 11 o'clock anymore. Nevertheless, while watching the two movies 

that I did stay awake to see, I was reminded of the ever-present theme that resonates through all 

the Star Wars movies, and that is - the never-ending battle between good and evil, light and 

darkness.  Now I don’t know if George Lucas was Lutheran, but his storyline is very much that 

of a reformation tale.  Just as Luke Skywalker and Princess Leia tirelessly fought to ensure the 

light side prevailed over the dark side, so too is the story of Martin Luther and the Reformation.    

Today on this Reformation Sunday, we celebrate Martin Luther's fight against the dark side of 

our Churches history - a fight against an empire full of corruption and one that twisted God’s 

word for their own personal gain.  Today we celebrate Luther’s faith in God and his 

determination to share the light of Christ – the good news of God’s grace offered through Jesus 

to all the world.   

Luther could not stand idly by as church leaders like John Tetzel and Pope Leo X took advantage 

of God’s people and taught harmful theology concerning the purchase of their “salvation.” No, 

Luther took a stand and fought against the evils of humanity and literally took on the Roman 

Catholic Empire of the 16th Century. Armed not with a lightsaber but with ink and a quill and of 

course the words of Jesus, the prophets, and the apostles. Luther confronted the church on the 

selling of indulgences and demanded that God’s people knew, without a doubt, that we are saved 

by God’s grace through our faith in Christ Jesus. No amount of money or works could earn ones 

salvation - this was freely given by Jesus on the cross.  

Carrying with him such truths as God’s promise in Jeremiah that says, “I will forgive their 

iniquity, and remember their sin no more.” And the words of the Apostle Paul that tells us 

through our Savior Jesus Christ, “a person is justified by faith alone apart from works prescribed 

by the law.” Luther nailed his 95 theses or 95 arguments to the door of Wittenberg Castle, and so 

the battle began.  For some thirty years, Luther and his colleague Philip Melancton would work 

to share the teachings of the Gospel that they knew to be true. A teaching not of merit for the 

sake of salvation but one of grace that exceeds all understanding.  

Now their battle over indulgences was only the tip of the iceberg.  By the time Luther and 

Melancton would complete their work, they would challenge the supremacy of the pope, the 

understanding of the sacraments, the marriage of clergy, and possibly most importantly, they 

would translate scripture from Latin into the common tongue of the people.   

Now when we think of the Reformation, rightfully so, our minds naturally go to Martin Luther 

and Philip Melancton because they were indeed key players, and after all they did so much. But 
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we should also remember that they were not the first, nor are they the last reformers of Christ’s 

church.     

The prophets of the Old Testament were reformers working to direct God’s people in the right 

paths of God's word. Jesus himself was a reformer helping people to see the truth of God’s love 

and grace. There was Jon Huss, John Calvin, and later John Wesley. And a bit more 

contemporary Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who stood up for God’s children and stood against Hitler and 

the immoral atrocities of the Third Reich. Then, of course, we cannot forget Martin Luther King 

Jr., who fought against the evils of racism fighting for the equality of all Gods people. But still 

our list is not complete. Lest we forget, our names are on this list as well. Today, I want us to 

remember that we are reformation people. Like Jesus, Luther, Bonhoeffer, and King, we are 

charged with continuing to fight against the evils and darkness of this world and share the 

amazing news of God’s grace and love and the light of Christ with all God's people.  

Now, although we belong to the church, our call as Christians is not to protect the church as an 

institution - because, as the Reformation clearly showed, the human hands involved with running 

the church can be flawed from time to time.  Rather, as Christians, we are bound to Christ, and 

we are called to ensure the correct teaching of the gospel of Jesus Christ is proclaimed and 

practiced.  Because, after all, as we learn from Luther and the other reformers, this is our 

measuring stick – we are called to use scripture - the good news of God’s grace and love to 

measure every teaching and practice of the church as well as how well we are serving our 

neighbors in our communities and world.  

So with this in mind - how are we as the church doing? How does Christ's church throughout the 

world measure up? Are the hungry being fed? Are the naked being clothed? Are all lives being 

held as sacred? Are all God’s children welcomed?  

Until every mouth is fed and person clothed and until every church that bears Christ's name 

holds every life sacred no matter the color of their skin, religion, or sexual orientation - our work 

is not over - the battle has not yet been won.  But this is the call of Christ's disciples. This is the 

task of being reformation people.  Our fight is not over until the Word of God, the true message 

of the light and grace, and the love and justice of God is known and felt by all God’s children.  

We are called to identify those areas in the church's practices and our long-held traditions that 

maybe don't quite measure up.  And we are called to constantly evaluate if our presence and 

service in this world is what Christ calls us to do and be. Then like Luther, when we realize there 

is a gap or a shortcoming, we are called to talk about it and to figure out how we get back to a 

place that is true to Christ's teaching and that honors all God's people. 

This means having conversation with other Christians who feel that our LGBTQ siblings are 

somehow anything less than beloved children of God.  

This means having open discussions with our neighbors in the community on their opposition to 

welcoming and helping the immigrant and the sojourner. 
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This means discussing why female clergy are and can be proclaimers of the Gospel with those 

who feel this goes against God’s word.  

As reformation people we are called to be the voice for the voiceless and the unwavering 

advocate for all God’s children. 

We as Lutherans proudly proclaim we are saved by God’s grace through our faith in Christ Jesus 

– so let us stop simply reciting these words and let us start living into this promise.  We are saved 

by God’s Grace and there is nothing holding us back from standing up for what is right and 

joyously serving all those around us.  As Christ proclaims today in our Gospel – The son has 

made us free, and we are free indeed. Free from the overarching burden of sin. Free from the fear 

that when we mess up, all hope is lost. Through Christ, we are made free by God’s Grace – and 

thanks be to God for that!  

Now it is not always easy being reformation people. It is long tireless work, and there will be 

times that we might feel like those rebels standing against the mighty empire. But know this, 

God’s grace and God’s love will always carry us through.  When we feel like this world has 

become too much – when we feel like the power of darkness may be winning – we return here to 

the font and to the table – we return here and are reminded of Jesus Christ – the true source of all 

that is good in this world – the true source of light for all God’s people.  

I leave you this day with a quote from Martin Luther. He states, “faith like light should always be 

simple and unbending; while love, like warmth should beam forth on every side.” So, on this 

Reformation Day, as we go from this place, let Christ’s light shine through you and let God’s 

love radiate forth as we continue to be the reformation people we are called to be serving the 

church and all creation.  

And of course, may the... Holy Spirit... be with you. Amen. 
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