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If you’ve ever had a chance to just sit in our sanctuary you know that this is a beautiful space to 

just be.  To be in the presence of God, to pray, and to simply rest.  With the stunning stained-

glass windows that capture the light so nicely, to the beautiful banners that ordain our walls, and 

of course, to our captivating and distinctive cross that captures your attention immediately – you 

know that you are in the house of God.  You know that you are in the presence of the Lord. 

 

Our sanctuary is just that – a sanctuary.  A place of refuge and respite.  A place of peace and 

serenity. A place that has been sanctified and set apart from the world - to rest with God.  This is 

a place where we can enter and escape the perils, struggles, and hardships of the world and just 

find balm for our spirits and healing for our weary souls. 

 

Some of us daily and others weekly seek this space as a place and time to recharge our spiritual 

batteries and prepare for the days and weeks ahead.  Because as much as we may want to stay in 

this place forever, we know that we are called back out into the world to serve.  Or to use the 

language of our Lutheran worship – we are sent back into the world – to go in peace to love and 

serve the Lord.  

 

It is the peace of God that we receive here that empowers us to enter and serve on the mission 

fields of our community and world. And is that Peace, Irene, and Shalom that capture what Jesus 

today in our gospel text asks us to offer to the people we encounter on our journeys of life. 

 

Today as we pick up where we left off last Sunday - if you remember, where we were 

contemplating what it meant to follow Christ.  It is today in our gospel text that we are told that 

what comes next after committing to following him is to go out into the world and share the good 

news that we have witnessed.  Luke tells us that Jesus sent seventy of his disciples out into the 

world to share God’s peace with the communities they entered.  

 

 Now Jesus being a Jewish man steeped in Jewish theology and speaking to other Jewish people 

of that time would of more than likely used the term shalom – to indicate the peace they were to 

offer. Now Shalom is a unique word and at its very basic meaning it does translate to peace but 

according to Jewish theology when you offer someone shalom you are offering them much more 

than peace but also the prayer and hope of harmony, wholeness, completeness, prosperity, 

welfare, and tranquility with God and God’s creation. And as the Talmud, which is the Rabbinic 

Jewish book of Jewish Law and Theology describes – shalom is the basis of the Torah – the basis 

and purpose of God’s Law for God’s people. For it is ultimate peace that God wants for God’s 

beloved people and creation. 

 



So, it is shalom, this wholistic prayer of peace with God and God’s people that the seventy were 

sent to share and likewise, we too here today are sent out to share as well.  We are told that the 

seventy were sent out like lambs among wolves – a sentiment that I am sure anyone who has 

tried to share the Gospel and has been met with opposition or disgust can attest to.  Yet Christ 

sends us out to share God’s peace with the world anyway.  

 

Now I think it’s important that we notice that those who are sent out were not just asked to share 

God’s peace with those whom they were welcomed by but also those who opposed their 

presence as well.  Christ reminds us today that even those whom we disagree with and those we 

do not see eye to eye with and even those who do not welcome us in – we are still called to offer 

this prayer of shalom to them and their lives.  

 

In our current context when there is so much division in our communities and world – God’s 

peace is that healing balm that is needed to unite us.  A peace that is offered even among 

divisions.  A peace that is offered across man-made lines of every kind.  Even if it is not 

received, we are still called to offer it hoping and praying that those seeds of shalom that we 

plant, in even the most adverse of situations, will prosper into true peace among God’s people.  

 

Now this is hard work.  It takes a lot to offer peace to someone who has insulted you, ridiculed 

you, or offended you in some way.  But as we discussed last week with the call to follow Christ 

there are some things, we must wrestle with on this our journey of faith. Now let me be clear that 

this offering of peace amid difference is not intended to endure abuse of any kind – because 

physical or psychological abuse is quite simply the antithesis of God’s peace – in those instances 

we should quite literally dust off our feet and be on our way.  But in instances where there is a 

differing of opinions, thoughts, or even beliefs we are still called to offer shalom – God’s peace 

to the other person or group.  

 

Now because this call to offer Shalom to all those we meet can be hard work.  We must seek out 

and be willing to receive God’s peace in our lives as well.  We can receive that here in this place 

– as we come day in and day out – week in and week out.  Sitting amid the sanctuary of this 

space – God’s peace bellows all around us like the light through our windows.  So, we come and 

rest in peace before we are sent out once again.  But we also receive peace from one another – 

from our siblings in Christ. This is why I think Jesus sends his disciples out in pairs because he 

knows both the joys and challenges that await them.  So, I encourage you if you do not already 

have one to find a partner in ministry.  Someone who can pray with you, support you, and offer 

you peace as well on your journey of faith.  Pastor Sandy and I are here for you, and I know 

anyone you ask in our congregational family would be willing to journey with you as well.   

 

Today we are reminded that we are called to be messengers of shalom – God’s peace for all 

creation – God’s peace that surpasses all understanding.  It is from this place, and from one 

another, that we receive and are renewed in God’s peace.  And it is then this same peace that we 

carry with us as we are sent back to the mission fields of this world to share God’s peace with 

our friends and counterparts alike. Amen.  


