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Over the past several years, I have really enjoyed watching the superheroes of my youth leap 

from their comic book pages and take center stage in countless Hollywood Movies. Classics like 

Batman and Superman have taken their place on the big screen, while others like Iron Man, 

Wonder Woman, and Spider-Man have taken on their own pop-cultural fandom. It is clear from 

the number of Avenger and X-Men movies that have been produced that there is something 

people love about superheroes. Maybe it's their superhuman strength, or possibly their ability to 

fly, or maybe even the power to distort time and space that draws us to them. But I also think 

there is another layer to their appeal, and I think we, as fans, are drawn to their ability to take 

care of their fellow humans. When Superman saves the woman from a burning building, we get 

excited. When Batman stops the money-snatching thief and returns it to the victim, we cheer. 

When Spiderman finally stops the mad scientist and saves the city, we are relieved. 

Yes, superheroes have extra-human powers, but they also have the superhuman ability to care for 

their neighbors in need – helping them, protecting them, and caring for them in their time of 

distress. Today in our gospel text, we hear about one such hero. Jesus, in responding to the 

questions of the lawyer, tells the parable of the Good Samaritan. A parable that I am sure we 

have all heard many times but one that, no matter when we hear it, is timeless and fits any 

context in which it is told.   

The story goes that there was a man who was robbed, beaten, and left for dead on the side of the 

road. A priest passes by and looks the other way. Then a Levite passes by and again disregards 

the man's present state. Then comes a Samaritan, someone who the crowd listening to this story 

would have never thought would stop. Yet, as Jesus says, not only did he stop, but he bandaged 

his wounds, placed him on his donkey, and took him to a local inn to heal.  

Breaking social and cultural norms and caring for the man who was bruised, beaten, and bloody 

– the Samaritan was too a hero. He did not wear a cape or have superhuman powers but what he 

did have was unlimited compassion for his neighbor. 

In doing research this week, I stumbled upon a quote from The Reverend Fred Rogers, or as he is 

better known, Mr. Rogers. In this quote, he says, "We live in a world in which we need to share 

responsibility. It's easy to say, "it's not my child, not my community, not my world, not my 

problem," Then there are those who see the need and respond. I consider those people my 

heroes."  

So maybe it is not the extra-human power that makes someone a hero. Maybe, according to Mr. 

Rogers, it is their ability, like the Good Samaritan, to respond to the needs of others. With this 

definition, there are clearly heroes among us. There are people in our community and nation who 

are real-life heroes. I think about the heroes at SHARE and Homestretch, Nova Raft, and 
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Lutheran Social Services. Every day they care for those who are in need; every day, they enter 

the dirty and dark parts of people's lives and make a real difference. 

Now I often think we hear about these areas of great need and those heroes who are on the 

frontlines taking care of people, and we think to ourselves – well, who am I? I do not have the 

ability to help others in that way, I do not have the know-how, I do not have the skills. But would 

it surprise you to know that you would not be the only one throughout history God has used with 

not the "right skills" or not the "right abilities" to do amazing things for God's people in need.  

Thinking back through history, God used Moses, a shepherd tending his sheep, to free God's 

people from exile. God used countless prophets, like Amos from our first reading. Amos was a 

shepherd and fig farmer. God used his presence and his voice to speak of God's need for equality 

for God's people. Jesus was a carpenter, the Apostles fishermen, Paul a tent maker, Martin 

Luther a lawyer, Mother Teresa a poor girl from Albania, and John Lewis, a farmer from 

Alabama. Throughout history, we can see that God uses God's people from every walk of life to 

be heroes to those in need. So, who are you – you are a beloved child of God – steeped in God's 

love – equipped to care for those who society overlooks.  

Just as the Samaritan and countless other heroes throughout history entered the dusty, dirty, 

ditches of this world, so we are called to do the same. Like the parable that Jesus offers today 

demonstrates, we do not know how many people have passed by before we are willing to step in 

and help. Our actions could be the difference between life and death.  

Now, rather than listing the hundreds of opportunities that exist in our area to serve, I want to 

encourage you to simply listen and be attuned to where God is calling you to be. Perhaps there is 

an organization that you keep hearing about on the radio, in the paper, or seeing around town - 

maybe consider helping there. Maybe there is an individual you keep passing on the street, in 

your apartment building, or at work that just seems down – maybe consider stopping and asking 

how they're doing. Or perhaps there is a need in the community that has been on your heart to do 

something about – let God lead the way in allowing that needed change to become a reality. 

When we listen, we might just be surprised how God uses us to be heroes in the lives of others.  

Now I find it interesting that Jesus offers this parable around the question of life. What if the true 

meaning of life here on earth is to be in service to one another. What if truly living in the 

presence of God and God's kingdom means constantly serving one another in our time of need. 

When we serve our neighbor in need, not only are we helping to show God's love, but we are 

also witnessing God before us in the faces of those we serve.  

The true heroes of this world may not wear capes or be able to fly faster than a speeding bullet, 

but what they can do is offer the deepest, life-changing compassion for those in need. We have 

many examples of heroes before us but don't forget we are also called to be heroes ourselves. 

Like the Good Samaritan, let us truly live into the kingdom of God and enter the literal and 

figurative ditches of our neighbors' lives, lift them up and carry them to a place where they can 

heal surrounded by God's embrace. And in those sacred moments, let us too rejoice as we stand 

in the presence of God found in our neighbor. Amen.  


