
10th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

August 1, 2021 

 

Text: John 6:24-35 

Theme: Give Us This Bread 

 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen  

 

I hope by now everyone knows how excited I get about Bible Studies.  

In our last series we covered the first twelve chapters of the Gospel of 

John and we will review the remaining nine chapters this fall.  We are 

taking our time because the gospel is full of so many deep theological 

points that we do not want to just gloss over them.  It is exhilarating 

to discover them and then to apply them to our daily lives.   
 

Every word in the Bible seems to have been chosen with great care 

and purpose.  The authors of all the books of the Bible were not as 

interested in giving us an accurate historical account of what took 

place in their lifetime.  Rather they used history to tell us about God 

in Christ from their perspective and with a timeline that helped make 

their theological point.     
 

With that in mind I want to look at the lesson from last Sunday from a 

theological perspective as it informs us about the lesson for today.  

Although the story of the feeding of the five thousand is found in all 

four gospels it is the author of John who stands apart from the other 

three.  For example he placed this story within the context of the Pass-

over.  In the rest of John 6 he will make references to manna.  Manna 

is found in the liturgy of the Passover meal.  In John 6 after Jesus fed 

the multitudes he walked on water which mirrors the experience of 

the Israelites crossing the Red Sea that is also part of the readings at 

Passover.  It is no coincidence.   
 

It is only in John that Philip and Andrew are named in the narrative. 

They are two of the most obscure members of the twelve so why them 

and not the more familiar names of Peter, James, or John?  As it turns 

out Philip and Andrew were well-known in the early churches of Asia 

Minor where the Johannine community was centered.  To name these 

two disciples made the overall gospel message more acceptable to the 

people in that region.  It was a brilliant addition on the part of the 

author.  And there is more.  Only in John does he mention that it was 

a young lad who had the five barley loaves and two fish to mirror the 

story we heard last week from 2 Kings.  Only in John does Jesus 

distribute the bread after he gave thanks just as he did in the Last 

Supper.  Every word in these chapters and verses was chosen with 

great care and purpose.   
 

Now we turn to the gospel lesson for today that is also known as the 

prelude to the Bread of Life discourse.  Before the author of John gets 

all theological on us again we get a glimpse into what the people were 

experiencing in that moment.  A crowd that numbered 5,000 was just 

fed by Jesus.  One basket of food turned into twelve baskets after they 

ate and were satisfied.  So they started talking among themselves 

about what this could mean.  Jesus must be the prophet their ancestors 

talked about long ago.  Jesus knew what they were saying about him 

and knew they wanted to force him to be their king so he retreated 

immediately to the mountains.   
 

Whoever was left in that crowd wanted more from Jesus.  They were 

not about to be dismissed so easily.  They saw the disciples leave the 

scene in one boat and that Jesus was not with them.  The next day not 

only did Jesus disappear but his disciples were nowhere to be found.  

So they got into their boats and went to Capernaum with the hope that 

Jesus would be there.  Finally they saw him.  Little did they know that 

Jesus would feed them once more but not in the way they expected.     
 

We stop here for a moment to think about this.  We live as hungry 

people in a hungry world.  We are all looking for something that will 

sustain and nourish us, something that will feed and energize our 

spirits, something that will fill and satisfy our souls.  Everyone is 

looking for bread.   
 

Some of us might remember that in 2017 our congregation responded 

to a specific need that we were made aware of through our partnership 

with Lutheran World Relief.  Years of fighting in Syria left some of 

the communities destroyed.  Hospitals were shelled and food markets 

were in a rubble.  High on their list of needs was a staple in the diet of 

every Syrian (pita bread).  Most of the bakeries were destroyed or 

heavily damaged in the war.     



Lutheran World Relief worked through a local partner to repair and 

renovate two bakeries so they could resume bread production.  We set 

a goal of $12,000 to represent the twelve baskets that the disciples 

filled after the crowd of 5,000 ate and was satisfied.  Within four 

weeks we collected $12,805.   
 

In John 6 Jesus understood well that people needed to have their basic 

needs met first before they could hear the deeper theological truths.  

He gave them real bread because they were hungry.  Now he turns 

their attention to food that will sustain and nourish them, food that 

will feed and energize their spirits, and food that will fill and satisfy 

their souls.   
 

Every week we pray in the Lord’s Prayer – Give us this day our daily 

bread.  In his Small and Large Catechism Luther explains to us that 

this covers the needs of our bodies and the needs of our life on earth.  

Bread is a brief and simple word but very comprehensive when used 

in the Bible.  When we ask for daily bread we must expand and 

extend our thoughts to include not just the bread that comes out of the 

oven but other food and even clothing.  It includes a sense of peace 

with the people with whom we live and interact.  Luther added in his 

explanation that the greatest need of all is to pray for our elected 

leaders and government officials for it is mainly through them that 

God provides us daily bread.  As in Syria, where war prevails there 

daily bread is reduced or taken away. 
 

Luther went so far as to say that it would be fitting for the image of a 

loaf of bread to be stamped on every coin to remind us that without 

protection and peace we cannot eat or preserve the precious gift of 

bread.  But this petition is also directed against our chief enemy, the 

devil, whose sole desire is to take away or interfere with all we have 

received from God.  Not all bread sustains and grows life.  Not all 

bread is nutritious if given through ill-intent.   
 

Jesus faced a crowd of people who did not marvel at the miracle he 

did the day before.  They did not come to give thanks for his 

generosity.  They did not even wonder who he was but were only 

interested in their own appetites.  The crowd was concerned about 

their stomachs.  Jesus was concerned for their lives.  The crowd 

wanted to feed themselves with bread.  Jesus wanted to feed them 

with God.  He wanted them to work for food that would endure and 

next Sunday we will hear him proclaim that the food that endures is 

Jesus himself.  He is the bread that is broken and distributed for the 

life of the world.   
 

Until next week then we are left to ponder some of the theological 

thoughts of John.  The enthusiasm of the crowd was based on them 

seeing a sign from Jesus and wanting more of the same.  It will be the 

longer discourse of next week for Jesus to explain to them (and to us) 

that the multiplication of loaves was a sign of his power to give life 

through the bread of his teaching.  In John 4 the contrast was between 

water that could quench thirst temporarily and the water for eternal 

life that would satisfy thirst forever.  We are left today contrasting the 

bread that satisfies our hunger temporarily and the bread which comes 

down from heaven.  Amen  

 


