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Well, grace and peace to you from God our creator and our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen.   

  

So, I can remember as a high schooler reading the first book of the apocalyptic series “Left 

Behind” and absolutely being scared out of my wits. This fictional account of the end of times 

takes different passages from scripture, mainly from the Book of Revelation, and tells the story 

of what the end times will look like and how the so-called “rapture” will take place.    

You read of people disappearing, planes falling from the sky, earthquakes, famine, disease really 

the worst possible scenarios the human mind can fathom. The reader is asked to believe that 

these occurrences will one day signify the time before the eschaton or the second coming.    

The reader is asked to believe that we can expect such calamities before Jesus comes again.    

  

But here is the problem. Books like the “Left Behind” series and others like it look at apocalyptic 

literature as something it was not intended to represent.  Apocalyptic literature like that of the 

Book of Revelation and Jesus’ words here in our Marken text today are not and have not ever 

been intended to be predictors of the end of time. These words and these passages that speak in 

an apocalyptic nature were and are intended to offer hope to the readers within their current 

context—readers like Jesus’ disciples in the first century who would see the temple walls come 

down. And readers like us today who experience many of the catastrophes that occur due to the 

nature of a fallen world.  

  

See, the term apocalyptic in the ancient sense simply means to uncover or unveil. It means to 

disclose something that is hidden to make sense of the reality behind what one is seeing and 

feeling in their current context.  And so, for Christians throughout the centuries, this means 
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finding God in the midst of the perils that this world produces.  This means asking that all-

important question of “where is God in all of this.”   

  

So with this in mind, I think we can take our gospel lesson for today, which is an apocalyptic 

text, and see not a prediction of impending worldly destruction signaling the end of times but 

rather a message from a loving teacher to his students reminding them that no matter what God is 

and will always be in the midst of their struggles.  

  

Jesus, today in our Marken text, tells his disciples that the mighty temple will not always stand. 

This symbol of power that seems unmovable will not always be there. He tells them there will be 

wars and there will be earthquakes, and there will be famine, but even though all this will take 

place, Jesus reminds them this is not the end but rather the beginning. All is not lost. Life is not 

over. But like a mother giving birth to a child with the fullness of life ahead of them, so too are 

the opportunities that exist with God even amid the tragedies of this world. As the theologian 

Amanda Brobst-Renaud states, “God is always about the business of making new futures 

possible.”  

  

Now, admittedly this is sometimes very hard to see in the here and now.  We often question the 

lack of God’s presence in our darkest hours. We wonder how God could let such things play out. 

But this is what Jesus’ apocalyptic message today is all about. He reminds us that this world will 

always have difficulties, there will be pandemics, and there will be wars and life as we know it 

may be hard to handle from time to time. But fear not, the birth pangs are only temporary. In true 

apocalyptic fashion, Jesus calls us to see that which is happening beyond the here and now.   

He calls us to uncover the truth that exists amid the chaos, and that truth is God.  God, who since 

the beginning of time has not let God’s people go. From the Fall in the Garden of Eden to the 

great flood of Noah and the ark to the Exodus of God’s people from Egypt to Jesus Christ 

himself, God incarnate who came to this earth to be with God’s people God is always walking 

with and caring for God’s creation.   

  

Now, does God cause these calamities? No, absolutely not. But we are promised God is right 

there with God’s people in the joy and suffering of life. God is laughing with us when times are 

good and most certainly weeping with us when times are bad. We witness God at work in our 

world today as we see God moving through the pandemic as we witness God’s people caring for 
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the needs of one another in ways never seen before. With the war in Afghanistan, we see God at 

work as God’s people open their homes to refugees fleeing the violence of their homeland. And 

we see God at work feeding God’s people in this world as 150,000 meals were packaged just last 

week. But what’s more, today, we will see God firsthand in our midst.  Today as we approach 

the table, we will meet God face to face as we receive the sacrament of Holy Communion.  

  

Now the truth of God’s presence among us here and now is good news. But one week after All 

Saints Sunday, we also have to celebrate and remember the fact that God’s presence in our lives 

most certainly transcends the here and now. Not only does Christ’s words remind us of God’s 

presence in our current contexts, but Christ's words also remind us of God’s presence in our lives 

for all eternity. The troubles of this world, the sickness, the pain, the suffering they are only 

temporary. Not only is God with us in those moments, but God makes a place for us where the 

troubles of this world are no more. We can rest assured and give thanks because of that first 

Easter morning. And just as I reminded you a few weeks ago that we were reformation people. 

This week I want us also to remember that we are Easter people as well. Just as Christ met Mary 

in the Garden, so does Christ meet each of us and our loved ones there as well. We can be at 

peace because we know our temporary journeys here on earth are not the end of our story. 

Rather, we find comfort knowing that we and those that have already left this world will most 

certainly witness a newness of life with God beyond anything we can imagine or fathom.   

  

So today, as we prepare to enter back into a world filled with uncertainty, let us hear this 

apocalyptic text from Christ, not as doom and gloom. But let us hear a message of hope. Hope 

amid the struggle. Hope amid the uncertainty. Hope, because we are reminded, these are not 

predictions of the end of time but a reminder that God is in our midst – this day and always. Hear 

the good news from Christ today that God’s creation is not ending but instead, it is continually 

being made new. Where there is weeping, there will most certainly be dancing. Where there is 

sadness, there will be joy. Where there is heartache, there will most certainly be peace. Thanks 

be to God for this.  Amen. 

 


