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Well grace and peace to you from God our creator and our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen  

 

Today in our gospel text we join Jesus early in his ministry to God’s people.  Up till now he has 

been working on his own to share the good news of God’s grace and love with those in Galilee 

and its surrounding areas.  And as we can see in the chapters leading up to today’s text – Jesus 

has been quite a busy man. He has cured a man with an unclean spirit, he has healed Simon-

Peter’s mother-in-law in Capernaum, and he has taught in the Synagogues with such authority 

that the people were left amazed.  

 

Now as we hear today these actions of Jesus have clearly gotten around as large crowds have 

gathered to hear Jesus speak.  Some coming in hopes of receiving a miracle themselves - others 

needing to be healed – but all eager to hear the good news of God’s Word that Jesus has to share.  

 

We are told that so many people show up that Jesus finds himself without a place to stand.  So, 

seeing Simon and his collogues cleaning their nets, Jesus asks them to take him into the water a 

bit so he can address the crowd more fully.   

 

Now we do not hear what Jesus taught the people that day but what we do hear in detail is the 

interaction that follows with Simon and his friends. It is in this exchange that we see Christ 

calling his first disciples and it is in this moment that we witness exactly what is asked of us as 

we answer our call to be disciples of Christ.   

 

Now the first step in discipleship we hear today is simple, and that is to come just as you are.  

We see today, Simon and his friends, called to follow Jesus when they were in a less than 

presentable state.  We are told that they had been out on the water all night fishing, they were 

tired, I’m sure their hands, feet, and clothing were dirty, but Jesus did not care.  We are even told 

that Simon fell to his feet confessing that he was a sinner, pleading that he was not worthy to be 

in Jesus’ presence - yet again Jesus did not care. Rather, Jesus embraced them for who they were 

in that time and place… just as they were… and asked them to follow him.     

 

See I think sometime we believe we have to be in a certain place to be a disciple of Christ.  I 

think sometime we feel that we are somehow not worthy or not good enough to follow Jesus.  

Maybe we feel we don’t know the bible well enough or that we don’t pray often enough.  Maybe 

it’s something from our past or something that we are currently dealing with that makes us 

believe that we are not in the right place to walk with Christ. But the affirming love and grace 

and acceptance that Jesus displays today tells us otherwise. Today we see that no matter where 

we find ourselves on our faith journey – Jesus shows that we are welcome, we are worthy, and 

we are called.   



Now the second thing that we see today that is asked of Christ’s disciples is to take that all 

important first step of faith. We hear Luke tell us that once Jesus embraces Simon and the others 

and calls them to follow him they take that all important first step and they leave everything and 

follow Jesus wherever he leads. 

 

See as disciples of Christ we are called not to simply follow him conceptually. After all our 

thoughts and prayers – although important - only go so far.  Rather as the theologian Debie 

Thomas lifts up we are called to follow Christ “in the particulars of the lives, communities, 

cultures, families, and vocations we find ourselves in.” When we read today that the disciple’s 

left everything and followed Jesus - I think we can also interpret this to mean that they also gave 

everything as well.  They put their whole heart and their whole soul into serving Christ. As we 

learn in the chapters to follow, the disciples of Christ immersed themselves into their new life of 

service and love for God’s people. And as disciples ourselves – when we take that first step – we 

are called to do the same. We are called to live, love, and care - just as Christ did - within our 

families, communities, and vocations.  

Now this does not mean that we will we get it right every second of everyday.  

There will be times that we find ourselves like Simon – worn out and tired – not quite sure if we 

are ready to drop our nets into that deep blue water.  Not quite sure if we have the strength to 

continue. But just remember, Jesus calls us - just as we are, right where we are – and so he sends 

us out in the same way. Jesus simply says, come and follow me. And so we take that first step of 

faith knowing that Christ is leading us. We go out and serve just as God made us to be. Serving 

the world ultimately, not with our material possessions but simply with our whole selves – our 

time, our presence, and our love for God’s people.  

 

In closing, this reminds me of a trip I took during seminary to Tijuana, Mexico.  While there we 

visited shelters for those who were displaced at the border due to immigration issues.  The 

people we met had nothing to their name yet the love and faith in Christ that they displayed was 

something that I will never forget.  These wonderful people insisted on breaking bread with us – 

total strangers - and sharing a meal together.  They told us of their journeys from places as far as 

Honduras – journeys filled with heartbreak and peril – journeys that separated them from family 

members and loved ones - but in each of their stories they talked about how they believed Christ 

was with them always.  Leading them and guiding them every step of the way.  

 

The time I shared with these disciples of Christ taught me that even when we have nothing else – 

we can share Christ’s love simply by giving our time, our energy, and our passion to those we 

meet. Because I know every single one of us on that trip left with our hearts filled full with 

Christs love and a reminder that Christ walked with us as well.   

 

See being a disciple of Christ does not mean that we have it all together or that we have 

everything figured out. It simply means that we love Christ and God’s people so much that we 

are willing to take that first step of faith – just as we are, right where we are – following Christ 

who is right in front of us and always will be. Amen.  

 


