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Grace and peace to you from God our creator and our Lord and savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

Well it is so good to be back in the pulpit here at Redeemer and to have the opportunity to preach 

the gospel on such an uplifting and joyous text. I often wonder how I get so lucky as to always 

be assigned to preach on these Sundays when Jesus shares his most loved sayings and teachings.  

In all seriousness though we are greeted today by a challenging text that seems to go against the 

very fiber of Christianity and our values of familial love and acceptance.  After reading this 

lesson I found myself pulling out my Small Catechism and making sure that I had not misread or 

misunderstood the fourth commandment.  In case you’re wondering nothing has changed it does 

indeed still say “honor your father and mother.”  So, what in the world is Jesus talking about 

today when he tells the crowd gathered, “whoever comes to me and does not hate father and 

mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, and even life itself, cannot be my disciples.” 

Now obviously the word hate is what jumps out at us as hate is quite a powerful word. And 

hatred being something that we see all around us in our world today is the last thing we want to 

think about in our own family units. Let alone a hatred that we ourselves appear to be called by 

Jesus to initiate.  

But in comparing this lesson to Jesus’ teaching throughout Luke and the rest of the gospels, 

where Jesus has been a bit extreme to make a point, I think we can all agree that more than likely 

Jesus is using hyperbole to offer truth and to get the crowds attention.  Jesus has in too many 

other instances throughout scripture relied on familial love and relationship, for this not to be 

true – like when at the foot of the cross he tells the disciple that Mary is their mother and the 

disciple are her sons. 

Rather what Jesus is getting at today is the fact that in order to be Jesus’ disciples we have to be 

ready to make some hard choices and be prepared to if asked for the sake of the gospel stand 

against those deep rooted convictions - even those that may have been present since childhood.  

Using father and mother, brother and sister, Jesus is simply showing us that we may have to 

move beyond that which brings us comfort in order to fully live into our call to love and serve 

God and all God’s people.  

Like my high school history teacher once told our class – in order to live you have to be willing 

pop that bubble.  Referring to the bubble that was rural North Carolina where many were born, 

lived, and died all within a few short miles of each other.  Our history teacher knew that if we as 

his students were going to truly grow and learn in any way we had to be willing to except the 

discomfort and the change of moving beyond that which was familiar.   

Speaking purely from my own personal context.  I heard things growing up from extended 

family and friends about other peoples and cultures that was purely racist rhetoric.  I heard things 



about people of other orientations that was sadly bigoted assumptions.  For me I have come to 

realize that the environment of my youth and the ideology of some of my family and friends 

directly contradicts that of Christs teaching. So, I had to make a choice to disregard and separate 

myself from that part of my past environment.  

This is exactly what Jesus is talking about.  Jesus is telling his disciples that if we want to follow 

him, we have to be willing to make sometimes life changing choices for the gospel and for the 

love and care of Gods people.  We have to be willing to step out of our comfort zone and step in 

the direction of the gospel – a direction mind you that may pit us against deep rooted beliefs that 

are not gospel centered.  A direction that may ask us to truly look in the mirror and make the 

decision to leave our old selves behind.  

Following Jesus is not a walk in the park.  Yes, we preach about love and grace and forgiveness 

– all of which as so important and so true – but we must also realize that Jesus’ call to 

discipleship and service is very much counter cultural.  It very much means to upset the status 

quo.  It often stands against the injustices of powerful people and empires and always sides with 

the marginalized and oppressed.  As Jesus’ disciples, yes, we are called to love but we are also 

called to be willing to stand for what is right and just in this world.  This means we may be called 

to silence racist rhetoric among friends.  This means we may have to stand up for our LGBTQ 

siblings among our family who sees them as other. This means we may have to advocate for the 

immigrant whom our neighbors say have no place here. This means that we may have to 

acknowledge within ourselves a bias or a prejudice and be willing to silence it and grow beyond 

it for the sake of living as Christ calls us to live and act.   

Now, if you’ve ever had to do this, if you’ve ever had to stand up or make that kind of change 

you know it can be one of the hardest and most uncomfortable things you’ve had to do but you 

also come to realize that it is the most important choice we can make when living out our call to 

be Christ’s disciples and to love all God’s children.  

Now as Lutherans we hold fast to the fact that we are saved by grace through faith.  Meaning that 

that there is nothing that we can do – or not do - to separate ourselves from the love of God.  

This is so true and such a blessing. But the question that Lutheran theologian and pastor Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer famously asks for us to consider in living out this teaching is for us to consider - are 

we truly living into God’s grace or are we accepting what he calls cheap grace.  Bonhoeffer 

writes, “Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without Jesus 

Christ, living and incarnate.”  Yet he goes onto say that “costly grace is the gospel which must be 

sought again and again… because it calls us to follow, and it is grace because it calls us to follow 

Jesus Christ. It is costly because it costs a man his life, and it is grace because it gives humanity 

the only true life.” 

Today we are asked to weigh the cost and make a choice.  That choice according to Bonhoeffer 

is true life.  But one thing I think we need to realize in our call to discipleship is the life we 

choose is not necessarily for the benefit of our own life because again as Lutherans we know we 

are saved by grace through faith.  The life we choose is that of those around us – those who will 



come after us – those who are yet to hear of and know Gods grace and love. As Moses in our 

Deuteronomy text explains we make our choices for the generations to come.  

A beautiful example of this is the work that our high school youth are doing to make and be a 

change for the world around them. When asked by Pastor Sandy and Ellen Kennedy what they 

felt called to focus on they quickly identified social and environmental injustices. They identified 

areas where in shared responsibility our communities had fallen short and they were willing to 

step out of their bubble and be the change our church and community needs. They are serving the 

hungry, cleaning up our parks and waterways, and leading the younger youth among them in the 

ways of true discipleship and love.  

So, what bubble do we need to pop and step beyond? Where is Christ’s teaching and call to 

discipleship calling you to engage? Again, as Lutherans we know that no matter what we do or 

we’re we go Gods grace and love go with us - so with this assurance let us dream big and act 

boldly for not our own sake but the sake of others. Amen.  


