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The Gift of Metanoia  
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Well, grace and peace to you on this your Lenten journey from God our creator and our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

 

The question of “why” seems to be a popular one these days. Why does this pandemic continue 

to drag on and why did so many have to lose their lives? Why is there a war raging in Ukraine 

and why are incent men, women, and children caught in the mix. Why every night when we turn 

on the news, do we hear about another act of racial injustice, another life lost due to gun 

violence, another report of a rise in homelessness food insecurity, and unemployment?  

Why God. Why.  

As we stand at what seems like a place of helplessness, we cannot help but ask why. We cannot 

help but wonder why such atrocities continue to happen day in and day out, month after month, 

year after year. It is normal for us to want answers. It is normal for us to seek clarity in the midst 

of such calamity. When we witness the hurting, pain, and suffering of God’s people we cannot 

help but raise our hands and our voices and ask Why. 

This question of “Why God,” is one that faithful believers throughout the centuries have asked 

time and time again. And today in our gospel text we hear the people standing before Jesus utter 

this same desperate plea. Following two horrific events: the slaughter of their Galilean neighbors 

at the hands of Pilate and the toppling of the tower of Siloam, the people want to know why God. 

Although not explicitly written we can hear their questions to Jesus. Why do such atrocities 

happen? Why is there such suffering? Why God are lives taken at the hands of such an evil 

person?  

The term used to describe such wondering and questioning is “theodicy.”  And this term was 

developed by scholars to capture that age-old question of “why bad things to happen to good 

people.” For centuries we have questioned this anomaly. And for centuries in place of a 

satisfactory answer we have tried to make sense of this paradox on our own. Hence such harmful 

cliches as “God must have needed another angel,” or worse our thoughts that the person’s actions 

somehow aided in their misfortune.  

We see this very train of thought play out in the crowd’s response today. The crowd in 

questioning these horrific events is certain that the individuals must have done something wrong. 

God must have punished them for some reason. Clearly, they had sinned in some way. But Jesus 

in his response to the crowd addresses this hurtful train of thought. Jesus assures them that this 

was certainly not the case. Jesus says – No. No, their actions had nothing to do with these events. 

Jesus roots his assertion in the train of thought that how could the crowd even ask such a 

question as if they were somehow less of a sinner than those who had sadly lost their lives. Now 
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thankfully Jesus’ assertive NO offers certain peace and assurance for anyone who has ever 

questioned or been told that someone’s actions have had anything to do with their loss. But 

although we are thankful for this good news. It still does not answer the overarching question of 

why. Why these events to happened in the first place. 

Today as much as we may want him to, we see that Jesus is not interested in answering the why. 

Jesus does not seem to think it was necessary to address the questions of theodicy that the people 

initially came with. Rather, we read today as Jesus takes this unique opportunity to talk about of 

all thing’s repentance in the lives of his disciples. Now, this initially may seem like a copout on 

Jesus’ part. But like with all of his teachings when we look a bit deeper, we can see a depth of 

knowledge offered that does present insight into the why.  

See Jesus in his true teaching fashion responds to the questions of the crowd in the form of a 

parable. In this case, we hear the Parable of the Fig tree. A parable that uniquely describes the 

importance of repentance or in the Greek – Metanoia. Now the practice of Metanoia is much 

richer than the English translation “to repent” lets on. Repentance usually carries a negative 

connotation of contrition or penance. But in the Greek the term Metanoia calls not just for 

repentance but for a total transformation of one’s mind, body, and spirit. A total 360 from where 

one once was to a place or posture that honors God and completely engages in God’s kingdom.  

See I think today Jesus does offer an answer to the crowd’s question of “why.” Jesus is telling 

them not to focus on the things we cannot explain, or the things we cannot wrap our heads 

around, or the things we cannot fully change. Rather, Jesus offers the instruction to focus on that 

which can make a difference in this world and that is how through the gift of Metanoia we can 

more fully live into and engage in God’s Kingdom. By answering the crowd’s question with a 

parable Jesus allows the listeners to place themselves in the story.  

Jesus allows us to engage with this call to enter a time of metanoia based on where we see 

ourselves on our own faith journey. Are we like the distant and absent vineyard owner? Far 

removed from the work of the field yet quick to offer judgment on the productivity of the land. Is 

our call to metanoia a call to roll up our sleeves, break down those dividing walls and engage 

more with the community around us?  

Or are we like the fig tree in this parable? We know we have potential. We know we can bear 

fruit. We just need time; we just need encouragement to be that amazing part of God’s creation 

we are called to be. Our call to a time of metanoia asks us to break out of our shell and reengage 

in God’s creation in a new and life-giving way.  

Or finally, maybe we are like the farmer. We find ourselves already working in the fields, 

tending to God’s creation, tilling the soil, feeding, and watering the land. Maybe our call of 

metanoia is being open to a transformation that calls us to uncharted lands or areas. 

Collaborating with new people in new places where our passion is needed.  

The gift of metanoia is that we have an opportunity to change course. We have an opportunity to 

identify where we currently find ourselves on our faith journeys and then to chart a new path to 

where God is calling us to be. Thanks to this gift we can avoid the “perishing” that Christ speaks 
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of which is not a physical perishing but a spiritual one. A perishing that removes us from God 

and God’s people, because any separation from God is a place where life ceases to exist. 

Through the gift of metanoia, we have the opportunity to choose life and life abundant - living in 

the light, celebrating in the kingdom, bearing fruit that helps to enrich the world in which we 

live. 

It is by God’s grace that we have this opportunity to engage in this gift. And it is through Christ’s 

death and resurrection on the cross that we are able to adjust and readjust as many times as we 

feel called to do so. 

Lent is the perfect time to engage in the practice of metanoia. Especially this Lent as we continue 

to struggle with the “why’s” of the pandemic, the why’s of the War in Ukraine, and the why’s of 

the community struggles that are happening all around us.   

Today Jesus encourages us to move beyond the whys and focus on the how’s. How can we better 

engage in our current context? How can we more fully serve as we have been called to serve? 

How can we live more completely in the Kingdom of God? Because we may never fully know 

the why. Nor may we completely be able to do everything about the struggles we witness in the 

world. But what we can do is change our hearts and our minds in a way that allows us to make a 

difference in the communities in which we live and in the lives of those we serve. 

Amen. 

 


