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Sermon - Easter 4C 

John 10:22-30 

 

In our world, today certainty and stability at times seem to be at a premium. With the pandemic, 

we think one day we are moving to a post-pandemic world only to find out here comes yet 

another variant. With the war in Ukraine every day we are challenged with news that brings fear 

of further escalation leaving us pondering if there will ever be peace in our world. The market 

continues to fluctuate. Jobs are once again becoming scarce. And just this past week we 

witnessed as further division is noticed among our communities with the latest supreme court 

cases. 

Everywhere we turn the assurance of stability seems to be almost non-existent. We find 

ourselves seeking answers amid the confusion. We find ourselves longing for some form of 

steadiness. And as Christians, we find ourselves turning to God and Christ for guidance and 

answers.  

Amid the complexities of this world, I think we can easily relate to the eager character in our 

gospel text who approaches Jesus and asks please just tell us plainly. Please just tell us are you 

the messiah are you the one who has come to save the world? Please tell us so that we know that 

everything will be okay.  

Now I know our initial assumption of this inquisitive individual is that they are challenging Jesus 

in some way. But considering the way of the world at that time I cannot help but wonder if this 

person simply wants some good news and some peace in their life. See the people of Jesus’ time 

did not live in a stable and peaceful world either. For the average first-century resident of Israel 

life was not easy. There was war, there was revolt, people were hungry, and clearly, there was 

occupation by foreign governments like the Roman Empire. Case in point the Festival of Lights 

or Hanukkah (as its better known) which Jesus is celebrating at the temple that day is also a 

reminder of the peril the people faced because the celebration of Hanukkah is a celebration of the 

recovery of the temple from foreign invaders just one hundred years earlier. 

The people of Jesus’ time wanted the same thing we seek today they wanted and longed for 

peace, stability, and cohesion. And so, I think as we ponder this individual’s questions and 

consider these contextual facts of course people wanted to know for certain if Jesus was the 

Messiah and if Jesus was who he claimed to be. The one who finally would put an end to all this 

suffering. They needed that good news. They needed that peace in their life. They needed the 

certainty that everything would be okay.  

Now at first glance, Jesus’ response seems less than compassionate. Jesus tells the questioning 

individual “I have told you, and you do not believe.” Alluding to the fact that at this point in 

Jesus’ ministry he has offered them six of the seven signs we find in John. Changing water to 

wine, healing the paralyzed, sick, and the blind, feeding the 5,000, and walking on water. All 

these miracles showing his messiahship. All these signs giving light to his divinity. But the real 

kicker comes in the second part of Jesus’ response – Jesus also tells the person - you do not 
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believe because you do not belong to my sheep. At first glance, this response seems harsh. It 

seems callous. It seems as if Jesus is rejecting the person from the get-go. It is a tough answer for 

anyone to hear. Now for those who are 100% certain they are a part of Christ’s flock, those who 

have never wavered or never faltered, maybe not. But for those of us, myself included, who have 

ever had questions and who have ever had doubts this response from Christ is less than 

comforting.  

But if we look closely at Jesus’ words today, we find a message not based on ultimate belief, but 

one based solely on first belonging or as the Greek translates a message based solely on allowing 

oneself to be among Christ’s sheep. Christ does not say - you do not believe so you do not 

belong, but Christ says you do not believe – because you do not belong. You are not allowing 

yourself to fully be among Christ’s flock. You are not allowing yourself to rest among the sheep 

of Christ’s pasture.  

Today we are reminded of the good news, the certainty, the stability that comes with belonging 

to Christ. Because belonging to Christ is where it all begins. And it is that belonging - that 

assurance that comes from allowing ourselves to be one of Christ’s sheep - that sustains us 

throughout our life.  

Now for many of us, that belonging was initiated as little children or as adults through the waters 

of baptism. At that moment when the cool waters of the font were poured over our heads, Christ 

was there welcoming us in. Christ was there acknowledging our belonging to his flock. But 

baptized or not every day as followers of Christ we either consciously or subconsciously affirm 

this fact by resting in the love, security, and embrace of our good shepherd.  

It is in the foundation of this belonging that we grow in our faith. It is in the comfort of this 

inclusion that we believe. Knowing that we first and foremost belong to Christ’s flock we can 

have peace in our doubts, we can have security in our questions, we can know that if we wander 

off the path a little Christ is there to bring us back.  Christ is there to pull us close time and time 

again.  

Amid the calamities and uncertainties of this world, we can find strength and we can find peace 

because we belong to Christ and are a part of his flock forever. This morning we hear words of 

comfort that Jesus as our good shepherd will never let us go. His voice will always be there 

calling our names. Nothing can snatch us from his love. Nothing in this life, not even death will 

separate us from Christ our steadfast and loving shepherd. 

Now the gift of this belonging is not meant for just a few. As we hear in our text from Revelation 

today John’s vision of the heavenly realm is one where there will not be just a few, there will be 

not only the perfect, only the “elect.” But on the last day, there will be a vast, incalculable, 

multitude of believers worshipping God and singing God’s praises. For we hear who these are 

robed in white. These are they who have come through the great ordeal. These are those of Jesus’ 

flock who have lived life and endured all its struggles and yet here they are washed by the blood 

of the lamb. On the last day whenever that will be and however that will look like we hear today 

of a vision that I cannot help but believe will be true. A vision of a day when all Christ’s flock 
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will be united. All Christ’s flock which we must believe will be made up of more than we can 

ever fathom and of those, we may least expect.  

But this multitude of Christ’s flock can only become incalculable if we the flock shares the good 

news of what it means to belong if we share what it is like to rest in the shepherd’s care. This can 

only be done if we are active among God’s people. Both today and last week in our readings we 

are given examples of how we are to live in community as one of Christ’s sheep.  

Last week we heard Jesus tell Peter if you love me - feed my lambs, if you love me - care for my 

sheep. And today in our reading from the Book of Acts we hear of how Dorcus or Tabitha shares 

Christ’s love and cares for God’s flock by clothing her community. It is the testament of those at 

her death bed that tells us how she truly embraced the rest of the flock by literally wrapping them 

in the clothes of Christ’s love. So how do we ensure others hear the shepherd’s voice? We care 

for God’s people. We feed God’s people. We cloth God’s people.  

Through these actions, others will not only witness the love of Christ, but they too will hear his 

voice and know as we know that the Good Shepherd cares for them loves them, and supports 

them in every aspect of their life.  

 

Today my siblings in Christ we can walk away with the good news, with the peace and the 

assurance, that the LORD is our shepherd. He allows us to lie down in green pastures; He leads us 

beside still waters; He restores our souls. He leads us on the right path. And although in life we 

may walk through the darkest valley, we shall fear no evil, for the Lord our God is with us. His 

rod and His staff comfort us. He prepares a table for us and anoints our heads with oil; 

Surely goodness and mercy will follow us all the days of our life because we will dwell in the 

house of the LORD forever.  

Amen.  

 

 


