
1 
 

The Rev. Joshua Wullenweber 

Third Sunday of Advent  

Matthew 11:2-11 

Sunday, December 11, 2022 

 

Every family has their time-honored holiday traditions.  Decorating the Christmas tree. Baking 

sugar cookies. Gathering around the piano and singing Christmas Carols. For my family, it’s 

about this time of the year when we start pulling out the Christmas Classics. A Wonderful Life, 

The Santa Claus, Elf, The Grinch – all the holiday favorites that we can almost recite every line 

of.  

 

There is one movie, however, that holds a special place with my family, and it is usually reserved 

and played only on Christmas Eve as we gather together as a family.  It is the classic Charles 

Dickens story -A Christmas Carol.  Now our family prefers the Muppets version, but the story is 

still the same.  It is the timeless tale of old Ebenezer Scrooge and his life-changing 

transformation from an angry, grumpy, and greedy old man to someone who is so filled with life 

he can barely contain his joy.  We watch as his heart and spirit are transformed through the 

events of one night as his outlook on life is made anew by visiting the past and seeing what was, 

by dwelling in the present and experiencing what is, and by looking toward the future and getting 

a glimpse of what is to come.  The events of that fateful night, thankfully, all come to a point in 

the last scene when we see Scrooge spring from his bed, not saying bah hum bug any longer but 

Merry Christmas to all.  

 

In the same light, today, it is the transformation of God’s people’s bodies, hearts, and spirits that 

are used as a signal and a sign to identify, affirm, and communicate the work and presence of 

Jesus - the long-awaited messiah.  In our Gospel text we hear as John the Baptist, from his prison 

cell - after being arrested by Herod, sends his disciples to ask Jesus - are you the one - are you 

the Messiah - are you he is to come in the name of the Lord? John, who is wondering, hoping, 

and greatly anticipating this long-awaited figure - hears not a simple yes from Jesus but is 

offered affirmation through the litany of all that Christ is doing - an affirmation through the 

transformation that is happening in the lives of all God’s people. The blind see, the lame walk, 

diseases are cured, and people are raised from the dead. Jesus the Messiah was transforming the 

bodies, hearts, and spirits of God’s people in need. Jesus was doing the long-awaited work of the 

one who would come in the name of the Lord – the one who would make all things new.  

 

The Advent Season is intended, along with many other things, to be a time of transformation for 

God’s people through the redeeming work of Christ. A transformation that asks us, like our good 

friend Mr. Scrooge to look to the past, to dwell in the present, and to always keep one eye fixed 

on the future. But unlike Ebenezer and his spirits of Christmas past, present, and future – we 

have Christ to accompany us in this time of transformation and change.  

 

For through Christ, we can look at our past we can, acknowledge our shortcomings, and 

acknowledge those times when we have failed to fully love God and fully love our neighbors. 

And it is by God’s grace that we are able to learn and grow from our mistakes - push aside 

childish ways, as scripture says - and have the opportunity to be transformed by Christ’s 

redeeming work in the lives of all God’s people.  
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And it through Christ and with Christ, that we have the gift of fully dwelling in the present. We 

have the gift of daily - being made anew. In a world and season of the year where time is so 

precious - daily we need time to dwell with God. To center ourselves not on the world but on 

Christ. Daily we need to let Christ’s transforming presence work in our lives. Through scripture, 

through prayer, through fellowship - we have the gift of being blessed and made new by Christ’s 

constant redeeming work.  

 

And we can do all this - moving beyond our past and being made anew daily in the present - 

because of the future - our future in Christ. Unlike Ebenezer, our future does not end with the 

scary sight of the angel of death - no thanks be to God, our future is always filled with light – 

Christ’s redeeming, renewing, and transforming light. A light made permanent and forever bright 

through Christ’s ministry and through the cross.  

 

Now I don’t know if you’ve noticed, but I always love to watch as the light of the Advent wreath 

grows brighter and brighter the closer we get to Christmas.  Almost as if every day of our Advent 

journey, we are able to see more and more clearly the light of Christ shining bright in our lives.  

This perpetual light is something that we bring into the darkest parts of our life.  It is this light 

that shatters the darkness, the doubt, and the fear that we encounter in this world.  It is this light 

that transforms our lives if we let it.  

 

Now it’s hard to explain, but there is something so powerful about letting ourselves just rest in 

the light of Christ.  Our outward and inward features do not change – but when we stop and let 

all that Christ is pour over us – something most certainly changes.  Our hearts, our attitudes, our 

demeanor are made new – they are restored.  As my sweet grandmother used to say – you can 

tell the difference in your day when you forget to pray.  And, of course, she was right.  I can tell 

the difference on mornings when I get up late, rush out the door, and do not take time to sit with 

God. For it is in those sacred times that transformation and renewal happen. It is in those times 

when we take a step back, put everything at Christ’s feet, and just simply rest with Christ – 

simply dwell in his presence that we, too, like the first disciples feel and see the redeeming work 

of the Messiah – Emmanuel – Christ Jesus our Lord.  

 

So, as we continue our Advent journey - as we gaze upon the light of the advent wreath that 

every week gets brighter and brighter - let us allow time to be made new by Christ’s 

transformative light that shines bright this Advent season – a light that shines for all God’s 

people.  

 

Thanks be to God for this.  

 

Amen.  

 

 

 


