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Well, Happy Reformation Sunday! On this day, we in the Lutheran church and many other 

protestant denominations give thanks for the faithful message of Christ made clear by our 

beloved Martin Luther and other reformers of his time. Luther and others like him saw the 

injustices of the church at that time, took a stand, and fought for the right and just teachings of 

God's Word. By nailing his 95 Thesis to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, he put in 

motion the necessary change for the good of the church and for all God's people.  

This is truly a day of celebration. We wear red because we give thanks for the many ways the 

Holy Spirit has moved and led the many messengers God has sent throughout the centuries to 

help us better understand God's Word, the gift of God's grace, and our faith made known through 

Christ Jesus. These faithful messengers had courageous faith that allowed them to stand in the 

midst of opposition. To be the voice of reason. To be advocates for the true Word of God. As 

Martin Luther famously said while standing before the church tribunal on the ground of heresy, 

"my conscience is captive to the word of God… here I stand, I cannot do otherwise." 

Without these messengers of God, without these great reformers of the faith – where would we 

and the church be today? Would we still be paying for indulgences in the hopes that we and our 

loved ones would be sprung from the realms of purgatory? Would we still live in fear of God and 

not know about the amazing gift of God's grace? Would we still think we had to work off our 

salvation instead of living into our faith and rejoicing in the gift that is Christ? Now I would hope 

not; I would hope that God's message would eventually prevail, but it is the voices, the hands, 

and the feet of these great reformers that God used to share God's redeeming message with the 

world. 

We sitting here today have been given the same voice, hands, and feet capable of seeing, hearing, 

and engaging in the areas of change our church and world need. Because believe it or not, our 

church is not perfect…. nor is the world we live in…. but that is why God, through Christ and 

through the Holy Spirit, uses messengers like you and me to advocate for and push the church 

and the world in a direction that encompasses God's purpose for God people.  

Now the Reformation is not something that happened 500 years ago and was over with the 

ministry of Martin Luther. The act of reforming is something that is constantly taking place in 

the life of the church. And we, as modern-day reformers, stand on the shoulders of giants. There 

was Jon Huss, Martin Luther, John Calvin, and later John Wesley. And a more contemporary 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer stood up for God's children and stood against Hitler and the immoral 

atrocities of the Third Reich. Then, of course, we cannot forget Martin Luther King Jr., who 

fought against the evils of racism, fighting for the equality of all God's people. But still, our list 

is not complete because our names are also on this list. Today, I want us to remember that we are 

reformation people. Like Jesus, Luther, Bonhoeffer, and King, we are charged with continuing to 
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fight against the evils and darkness of this world and share the amazing news of God's grace and 

love and the light of Christ with all God's people.  

Now when we think about being reformers of the church and world, our mind naturally goes to 

large, monumental events. After all, the Reformation quite literally changed the formation of the 

church forever. But we, as modern-day reformers, need not think so big but rather should start 

within our own church and community. Putting the lens' of Christ on, we should sit and, as 

Psalm 46 says, be still, and look for areas where our sin – sin being anything that gets between us 

and God and God's people – we need to look for areas where our sin and our aversion to God's 

word has kept us away from God and God's people. Places where our fear of change, of upsetting 

the status quo, of entering what could be an uncomfortable conversation or situation has taken us 

away from standing in faith and rather sitting idly in comfort and silence. Today, some 505 years 

later,  I think we need to ask ourselves whether we are still a reforming church or simply formed. 

Because Reformation Sunday can only be a celebration if we are willing to continue the ministry 

for which so many before us have laid the foundation.  

Thankfully the act of reforming, of being made new, is something that is in the DNA of God's 

people. From the time of the Garden of Eden and Adam and Eve, God has been walking with and 

working with God's people to gain that ultimate relationship that God longs for. A relationship 

that ultimately brought God to this earth through Christ. Stooping down from on high, God dwelt 

among us and showed us exactly what the kingdom of God should look like.  Now Jesus did not 

use some long philosophical dissertation to explain the kingdom of God – no, he used one of the 

most basic tools at his disposal – the table.  It was at the table where Jesus broke bread, fed, 

cared for, and included all God's people – from the pharisee, to the tax collector, to the prostitute, 

to the widow, to the orphan, to the prisoner – Christ welcomed all. So as we approach our table 

this day and receive the body and blood of Christ – I want us to think about our church and our 

community as one big table – who do we need to make more room for - who does not yet have a 

place – who among us is not wholly welcome for exactly who God created them to be?  

As reformation people that is where we start. That is where we take our stand.  

Being reformation people is something that we should be proud of because it is truly a gift we 

have received. It is truly a freedom (a freedom that Elizabeth Olivia has been baptized into and 

one that Tyler, Autumn, and Victoria have affirmed this day)  It is a freedom and a privilege we 

have to live into and share God’s grace and love every day of our lives. As we hear today in our 

epistle and gospel text, it is through Christ that we are made free to live our lives fully as 

children of God. Through Christ, we are made free of the sin that, in any other circumstance, 

would hold us back. Thanks be to God that Christ bore our sins on the cross so that we do not 

find ourselves on our knees hoping, begging, wondering if we are forgiven. Thankfully, through 

Christ's death and resurrection, we find ourselves on our feet, able to take a stand, actively 

engaging in faith, living out our baptismal promises, and living into God's kingdom here on 

earth. Thanks be to God for this!  

Amen. 

 


