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What is faith? How does it work? Is it given, earned, exercised?  These are all questions that 

come to mind as today in our gospel text we hear in the opening lines the disciples plead with 

Jesus to increase their faith.  Please, they tell Jesus, increase our faith, give us more so that we 

can handle all that you have just described.   

Now this question and response may seem a bit out of place when read solely without context.  

But what we receive today is the culmination and response to multiple lessons and parables from 

Jesus, that for us have taken weeks as we have made our way through the Lukan text, but for the 

disciples and crowds sitting at Jesus’ feet this discourse likely took place over hours.  The 

disciples and crowds gathered have heard in this short period of time Jesus offer teachings about 

the call for radical hospitality, inclusion, and acceptance - and so the response we hear today 

from the disciples is – please Jesus, increase our faith, please give us the strength, courage, and 

ability to do all that you ask - if we are ever going to be able to live into this calling to love 

without ceasing, to care without ceasing, to offer forgiveness to other, to welcome the stranger, 

and give all we have to the poor – well Jesus we are going to need some more faith – we are 

going to need a little help to ensure we can fully live out this call.  

Jesus’ response though is not to lay hands and magically transfer some faith as if it is something 

that can be withdrawn from some bank, but Jesus tells the disciples that all they need is a 

mustard seed worth of faith.  All they need is the smallest amount of belief, trust, devotion, 

confidence in God and they can accomplish anything.   

Now of course Jesus is again speaking in hyperbole – but what he is offering the disciples – you 

and I – is a reminder that we do not have to have everything figured out, we do not have to have 

faith that is unwavering and bullet proof, all God needs from us is a little hope, a little trust, a 

little confidence and God will do the rest. God will take that inkling of faith and multiply it in 

ways that we can only fathom. 

I have said before the work of a disciple is not easy.  We are asked to act, care, and love in a way 

that goes against our cultural norms.  When our society seems to be focusing on division we are 

working to foster unity. When people of other races, creeds, or orientations are overlooked or 

marginalized, we are working to see them and treat them as equal.  When our systems of 

government are okay with institutional or systemic discrimination, we are called to fight for a 

level playing field for all God’s children.  

How do we this. How do we stand for and engage in a way that exemplifies Christ’s teaching? 

We have faith.  We give what we can and for the rest we lean into God and put our trust and our 

hope in him.  
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Now our faith does not just propel us out into the world to serve but it also gives us strength to 

take on some of the impossible tasks we experience day in and day out in our personal lives.  

Christ’s message of the power of but an inkling of faith is good news for the mother who holds 

her sick child’s hand.  For the man who battles depression and grief. For the grandparent 

working to keep their family together. For the father who walks with their child through 

addiction recovery.  This is good news because for these individuals and anyone facing difficult 

times – find the strength to rally up that mustard seed of faith to plead to God - “increase my 

faith,” help me to get through this, give me what I need to carry on. Today we hear and we are 

reminded that that faith is enough – God is with us – fear not for God will be by your side. God 

will be there weeping with us, crying with us, hurting with us, and angry beside us when the 

evils and imperfections of this world impede our lives. 

As Lutherans we understand that faith is a gift from God.  A gift that is given to all God’s 

children.  One that is present in the good times and the bad.  A gift that we are able to live into 

and practice when we are so confident in our faith in God and one that is there when we struggle 

and feel our faith has left us and all is lost. This is the magnitude of God’s love and this is the 

power of even an inkling of faith.  A little goes a long way because God is always involved.  

I know that we are all at various places on our faith journey.  I know that some of you have a 

faith that is unwavering and steadfast, and thanks be to God for that.  But I also know that there 

are others of us who fall into that mustard seed level – calling on Christ – to increase our faith. 

And still I know that there are others here today that feel that their barrel is empty.  They have 

nothing registering in the faith department.  Hear that today that even a mustard seed amount or 

less of faith is enough because God will always meet us right where we are just as we are. That is 

the depth of God’s grace and the power of God’s love. And thanks be to God for this.  

Now I know I don’t often do this but I’d like to conclude our time together this morning in 

prayer.  This is a very special prayer to me and one that I pray often that talks about our faith and 

God’s steadfast love. 

Let us pray, 

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as 

yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing 

where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  

 


