
   

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
13th Sunday after Pentecost, September 7, 2025 

The Service at 8:30 and 11 am 
  

Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we might be helped by translating Paul’s request to Philemon into our 
prayer of the day: Refresh my heart in Christ. Strengthened by the company and forgiveness of Christ in holy 

communion and recalling God’s grace in remembrance of baptism, we can be strengthened in this hour to  
“choose life”—to choose life in God as our own. 
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Gathering 
 
Prelude 

“Beau Soir" - Debussy 
Jonathan Yanik, saxophone 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Please stand.  

  
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen. 
 
Pastor Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation Amen. 
 
Pastor  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection.  
 

 Pastor  Most merciful God, 
Congregation have mercy on us. 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Pastor God, who is rich in mercy, 
loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. 
By grace you have been saved. 
In the name of + Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Congregation Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn: We All Are One in Mission #576  
We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you. 
All sing. 
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Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 

Hymn of Praise 
All sing. 
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Prayer of the Day 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation  And also with you.  
 

Pastor Let us pray.  
 Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works, 

begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your 
mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Congregation  Amen. 

Children’s Message 

The Word 

Reading: Jeremiah 18:1-11 
God teaches Jeremiah a lesson at a potter’s shop. Just as a potter may destroy an unacceptable vessel, starting over to 
refashion it into one of value, so God molds and fashions the nations, including Israel. 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: “Come, go down to the potter’s house, and there I will let you hear my 
words.” So I went down to the potter’s house, and there he was working at his wheel. The vessel he was making of clay 
was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he reworked it into another vessel, as seemed good to him. 
  Then the word of the Lord came to me: Can I not do with you, O house of Israel, just as this potter has done? says the 
Lord. Just like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel. At one moment I may declare 
concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will pluck up and break down and destroy it, but if that nation, concerning which 
I have spoken, turns from its evil, I will change my mind about the disaster that I intended to bring on it. And at another 
moment I may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will build and plant it, but if it does evil in my sight, not 
listening to my voice, then I will change my mind about the good that I had intended to do to it. Now, therefore, say to 
the people of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: Thus says the Lord: Look, I am a potter shaping evil against you 
and devising a plan against you. Turn now, all of you, from your evil way, and amend your ways and your doings. 
  
  Reader  Word of God, word of life.     
  Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 1 
Congregation sings words in bold. 

Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel | of the wicked, 
  nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats | of the scornful! 
 Their delight is in the law | of the Lord, 
  and they meditate on God’s teaching | day and night.  
 
 They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that | do 
not wither; 
  everything they | do shall prosper. 
 It is not so | with the wicked; 
  they are like chaff which the wind | blows away. 
 
 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when | judgment comes, 
  nor the sinner in the council | of the righteous. 
 For the Lord knows the way | of the righteous, 
  but the way of the wicked shall | be destroyed.  

Reading: Philemon 1-21 
While Paul was in prison, he was aided by a runaway slave named Onesimus. The slave’s master, Philemon, was a 
Christian friend of Paul. Paul told Onesimus to return to his master and encouraged Philemon to receive Onesimus back 
as a Christian brother. 

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,  
  To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church in 
your house:  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
  When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God because I hear of your love for all the saints and your 
faith toward the Lord Jesus. I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective when you perceive all the good 
that we may do for Christ. I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the 
saints have been refreshed through you, my brother. 
  For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, yet I would rather appeal to you 
on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you 
for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment. Formerly he was useless to you, but now 
he is indeed useful both to you and to me. I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. I wanted to keep him 
with me, so that he might be of service to me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel; but I preferred to do 
nothing without your consent, in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not something forced. Perhaps this is 
the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you might have him back forever, no longer as a slave but more 
than a slave, a beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 
  So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. If he has wronged you in any way, or 
owes you anything, charge that to my account. I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing 
about your owing me even your own self. Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart 
in Christ. Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say. 

 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon 
Bible Stories  

Pastor Sharon Core 

Gospel Acclamation 
Please stand and sing.  

The Gospel is announced. 
Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.      
Congregation     Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel:  Luke 14:25-33 
Jesus speaks frankly about the fearsome costs of discipleship. Those who follow him should know from the outset that 
completing the course of discipleship will finally mean renouncing all other allegiances. 

Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus;] and he turned and said to them, “Whoever comes to me and does not 
hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever 
does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not 
first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a 
foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, saying, ‘This fellow began to build and 
was not able to finish.’ Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and consider 
whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? If he cannot, 
then, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, none of you 
can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.” 
   
 Pastor           The Gospel of the Lord.      
 Congregation     Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day: Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus #802 
Please stand and sing. 
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Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Our offerings to God are first 
of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God. As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your 
financial gifts.  
 

Please sign the red attendance book and pass it down the pew. 
 

Offertory   
 

Come, Ye Sinners by David Ashley White  

The Sharing of the Peace  
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always.   
Congregation And also with you. 
 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 

Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 

Asst. Min.  God of grace,   
Congregation  hear our prayer. 
 

At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor  Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
  trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation  Amen. 

Apostles' Creed    
 

  Asst. Min. With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  
 Amen. 
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Offertory Prayer   
 Asst. Min. Let us pray.  

Congregation  Holy God, gracious and merciful,  
you bring forth food from the earth  
and nourish your whole creation.  
Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way,  
that all may know your care;  
and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life,  
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

Pastor The Lord be with you. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 
Pastor Lift up your hearts. 
Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Come to the Table 

Offertory Song 
Please stand and sing. 
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All sing. 

Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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All sing. 

Communion   
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 

Communion will be offered by intinction. 
For those not comfortable receiving from those who are distributing the elements,  

a separate tray is available.  
 

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine is invited to come forward for a blessing.  
To receive a blessing, please cross your arms. 

You are an important part of our faith community.  
 

In Holy Communion we receive the true body and blood of Christ. 

Invitation to Commune 
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Communion Hymn: Spirit of Gentleness #396 
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Sending Hymn: In Christ There Is No East or West #650 
Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew.  As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share 
Christ’s love.   

The Sending 
Blessing  

Pastor Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Congregation Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

Asst. Min. Let us pray.  Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ's resurrection you send light to 
conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send 
us forth as witnesses to your Son's resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the 
world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Congregation  Amen. 

Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Congregation Amen.  
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Dismissal 

Asst. Min.  Go in peace. Share the good news.  

Congregation       Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Postlude    

Festive Trumpet Tune - David German  

What Is Most Important 

When someone comes to be baptized, they are often joined by family and friends who gather 
around the font and promise to love and support them as they grow in the faith. In the 
baptismal waters, God does something wonderful and profound: God connects us with Christ’s 
saving grace. In this moment we are made part of a new community that flows from God’s 
incredible love. 

How dissonant it is to read Jesus’ words from Luke’s gospel today with this sort of an occasion 
in mind. “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, 
brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple” (14:26). How can hating 
family be a faithful response to God’s divine grace and love? How can this be the way to live 
into the baptismal promises of love and care? 

We know that Jesus loves the whole world: every person, creature, and molecule reverberates 
with God’s own heart. Scripture and sermons and songs of the faith proclaim time and again: 
we all are recipients of God’s love! And when we are baptized, we are unapologetically 
claimed as God’s beloved. Such belovedness is the very foundation of our identity in faith. 

Perhaps we can take Jesus’ words here seriously without taking them literally: Christ’s love for 
us is more important than even our closest ties to friends, family, or chosen family. Christ’s 
love is more important than any paycheck we receive or how much cash we keep in our 
pockets. Jesus prioritizes life-changing love over all other loyalties we might have. When we 
are baptized, our lives are grounded in this countercultural compassion, justice, and care. Our 
relationship with God may indeed strain some of our other relationships, but perhaps it is 
exactly the sort of love that renews our hearts and truly transforms our world. 
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Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

CCLI License# 1850655 

Today we are using Setting 3 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal. 

The flowers are given to the glory of God. 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are welcome in our worship. There is a 
children’s worship bulletin for them. If you prefer, a 
nursery and/or childcare is available for children up to 
age 3 during all worship services.  

Hearing help available: We have personal hearing 
amplification units available for your use. Please 
speak with the person at the sound board.  
Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: church@redeemermclean.org 

Sunday Services: 
 

8:30 and 11 am for traditional services and 9:45 am for the contemporary service  
 

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Exodus 32:7-14   Psalm 51:1-10  1 Timothy 1:12-17   Luke 15:1-10 


