
  

 

Our mission is to share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.  

+ Contemporary Worship + 
At Redeemer Lutheran Church 

9:45 am September 28, 2025 

Consideration of and care for those in need (especially those “at our gate,” visible to us, of 
whom we are aware) is an essential component of good stewardship. It is in the sharing of 

wealth that we avoid the snare of wealth. It is the one whom death could not hold—who 
comes to us risen from the dead—who can free us from the death grip of greed. 
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+ Welcome to Worship + 

Prelude  

Call to Worship 
Please stand. 
 

Based on Psalm  146 

Pastor   Hallelujah! Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
All   We will praise the Lord as long as we live. 
 
Pastor   We will sing praises to our God while we have our being. 
All   We will not put our trust in rulers.  Our hope is in the Lord our God. 
 
Pastor   Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them. 
All   Who keeps his promises forever. 
 
Pastor   Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who  
  hunger.  Hallelujah!  Praise the Lord! 
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Gathering Song 
All sing. 
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Prayer of the Day 

Pastor  Let us pray. 
 O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled world. Feed us 

with your grace, and grant us the treasure that comes only from you, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All Amen.  

Children’s Message 

Confession of Sin 

Pastor           Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
 who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
All Amen. 
 
Pastor                God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us 

from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we 
may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All Amen. 
 
Pastor                Gracious God, 
All have mercy on us.  

We confess that we have turned from you  
and given ourselves into the power of sin.  
We are truly sorry and humbly repent.  
In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,  
things we have done and things we have failed to do.  
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit,  
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life  
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 
 
Pastor                God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through 
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

All Amen. 
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+ The Word + 

Reading: Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 
In the year before Jerusalem fell to the Babylonians, when the siege had already begun, 
Jeremiah, imprisoned in the king’s palace, purchased a piece of land. The purchase of the land 
is a sign of hope that God will restore the people to life in the land after the exile. 
 
1 The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord in the tenth year of King Zedekiah of Judah, 
which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar. 2 At that time the army of the king of Babylon 
was besieging Jerusalem, and the prophet Jeremiah was confined in the court of the guard that 
was in the palace of the king of Judah, 3a where King Zedekiah of Judah had confined him. 
  6 Jeremiah said, “The word of the Lord came to me: 7 Hanamel son of your uncle Shallum is 
going to come to you and say, ‘Buy my field that is at Anathoth, for the right of redemption by 
purchase is yours.’ ” 8 Then my cousin Hanamel came to me in the court of the guard, in 
accordance with the word of the Lord, and said to me, “Buy my field that is at Anathoth in the 
land of Benjamin, for the right of possession and redemption is yours; buy it for yourself.” Then 
I knew that this was the word of the Lord. 
  9 And I bought the field at Anathoth from my cousin Hanamel and weighed out the silver to 
him, seventeen shekels of silver. 10 I signed the deed, sealed it, got witnesses, and weighed the 
silver on scales. 11 Then I took the sealed deed of purchase containing the terms and conditions 
and the open copy, 12 and I gave the deed of purchase to Baruch son of Neriah son of Mahseiah, 
in the presence of my cousin Hanamel, in the presence of the witnesses who signed the deed of 
purchase, and in the presence of all the Judeans who were sitting in the court of the guard. 13 In 
their presence I charged Baruch, saying, 14 “Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Take 
these deeds, both this sealed deed of purchase and this open deed, and put them in an earthenware 
jar, in order that they may last for a long time. 15 For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: 
Houses and fields and vineyards shall again be bought in this land.” 
 
Reader  Word of God, word of life.  
All  Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand and sing. 

Reading: 1 Timothy 6:6-19 
Timothy is reminded of the confession he made at his baptism and of its implications for daily 
life. His priorities will be different from those of people who merely want to be rich. 
 
6Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; 7for we brought nothing 
into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; 8but if we have food and clothing, we will be 
content with these. 9But those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many 
senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10For the love of 
money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away 
from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains. 
 11But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
endurance, gentleness. 12Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life, to which 
you were called and for which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 
13In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony 
before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you 14to keep the commandment 
without spot or blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15which he will bring 
about at the right time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of 
lords. 16It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has 
ever seen or can see; to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 
 17As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty, or to set their 
hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly provides us with everything for 
our enjoyment. 18They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, 
19thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they 
may take hold of the life that really is life. 
 
Reader   Word of God, word of life.  All   Thanks be to God. 
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Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.      
All    Glory to you, O Lord. 

Sermon 
“Pray it Forward”  

Pastor Sharon Core 

Gospel: Luke 16:19-31 
Jesus tells a parable in which the poor one is “lifted up” and the rich one is “sent away 
empty.” Jesus makes it clear that this ethic of merciful reversal is not new but is as old as 
Moses and the prophets. 
 
[Jesus said:] 19“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who 
feasted sumptuously every day. 20And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with 
sores, 21who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs 
would come and lick his sores. 22The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be 
with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. 23In Hades, where he was being 
tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 24He called out, 
‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and 
cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.’ 25But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that 
during your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but 
now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. 26Besides all this, between you and us a great 
chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and 
no one can cross from there to us.’ 27He said, ‘Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father’s 
house—28for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into 
this place of torment.’ 29Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they should 
listen to them.’ 30He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, 
they will repent.’ 31He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will 
they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’ ” 
 
Pastor    The Gospel of the Lord.       
All  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Please stand and sing. 
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+ Sharing Our Gifts + 

Sharing the Lord’s Peace    
Pastor  May the peace of Christ be with you always. 
All And also with you.  

Please greet one another with words such as “God’s peace be with you.”  
Sit 

Offering   
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Our 
offerings to God are first of all just that–offerings of thanksgiving to God. As you are able 
please continue to support our ministry with your financial gifts. 
 

Please sign the red attendance book and pass it down the pew. 

Prayers  

Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special 
concerns.   After each portion of the prayers: 
 
Asst. Min.  God of grace, 
All   hear our prayer. 
At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
All Amen.  

APOSTLES’ CREED  

Asst. Min.  With the whole Church, let us confess our faith.  
All I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Offertory Song 

‘‘Beautiful Savior”  
by Stuart Townend 

Temple Talk Roberta Pittman  Rise Against Hunger 
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Offertory  
Please stand and sing. 

Offering Prayer  

Asst. Min. Let us pray. 
All Creator God,  

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good,  
and the harvest is plentiful.   
Strengthen us at your table  
with these gifts of the earth  
that we may work for the good of all,  
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
Amen.   
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+ Come to the Table + 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Pastor Come, for all is now ready. 

Words of Institution 

Communion 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 
Communion will be offered by intinction. 

For those not comfortable receiving from the pastor's hands 
a separate tray with preset elements is available. 

 

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine is invited to come forward 
for a blessing. To receive a blessing, please cross your arms. 

You are an important part of our faith community.  
 

In Holy Communion we receive the true body and blood of Christ. 

Pastor  The Lord be with you. 
All And also with you. 
 
Pastor  Lift up your hearts. 
All We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
All It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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Communion SONG 

All sing. 
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Please stand. 

Pastor  The body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his precious blood,  
strengthen and preserve you unto eternal life.   

All Amen. 
 

Prayer 

Asst. Min.  Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation 
you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people.  Now 
send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your 
redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord.   

All Amen. 

+ THE SENDING + 

BENEDICTION  

Pastor  Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,  
bless you now and forever. 

All  Amen. 



14 

 

SENDING SONG 

All sing. 
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Dismissal   

Asst. Min. Go in peace.  Share the good news.    

All Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude  
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Hearing help available: We have 
personal hearing amplification units 
available for your use. Please speak with the 
person at the sound board.  

Children are welcome in our worship. 
There is a children’s worship bulletin for 
them. If you prefer, a nursery and/or 
childcare is available for children up to age 
3 during all worship services.  

Email: church@redeemermclean.org 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Sunday Services: 
8:30 and 11 am for the traditional services and 9:45 am for the contemporary service  

CCLI License# 1850655 

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

    Next Sunday’s Scripture: Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4   Psalm 37:1-9   2 Timothy 1:1-14   Luke 17:5-10 

The flowers are given to the glory of God 

and in loving memory of Randy Beth Clarke by her parents, Joyce and Bob Clarke. 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 

A Tale of Two Worlds 

The only thing the rich man and Lazarus have in common is that they both have died. Death, after 
all, doesn’t respect income. We can imagine that Lazarus succumbed to his hunger and the rich 
man perhaps choked on his own abundance. But despite their differing statuses on earth, it is poor 
Lazarus who gets a first-class ticket to the loving embrace of father Abraham. 

The rich man, stripped of his money, prestige, and influence, is flung down into the filth and rot 
he had long avoided in life. The rich man’s failure was not that he had money, owned possessions, 
or enjoyed a good meal; it was that he was not attentive to the suffering at his doorstep. And when 
he did at last see Lazarus—finally acknowledging his existence—all he could think about was 
himself. 

Through this provocative story, Jesus is teaching his disciples and us to pay attention to the needs 
of the people around us. He is urging us to look and see Lazarus in our own world. 

Who is Lazarus among us? Who are the hungry people at our own doorstep? Who are the ones we 
can name but perhaps cannot see? They might be a person with no reliable shelter or food, 
someone of a different race or religion, or a neighbor alone and lonely. They may even be a rich 
individual with all the means in the world but no real substance. What would our world look like if 
we truly acknowledged and embraced them? 

When we recognize and serve the Lazaruses of our world, we not only extend compassion; we also 
encounter Jesus. His healing presence is in the midst of human suffering. Once we start looking 
for Lazarus, we start finding Jesus too. 


