
   

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
17th Sunday after Pentecost, September 27, 2020 

The Traditional Service  
  

Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the reign of God.  
In the reading from Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the Lord are unfair, while God offers repentance and new life. 

Paul urges us to look to Christ as a model of humility, putting the interests of others above our own.  
Nourished by the broken bread and shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of our needy world. 
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Gathering 
Prelude 

"Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service", arranged by Wayne Wold 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Please stand.  

  
Vicar In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen 
 
Vicar Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation Amen 
 
Vicar  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection.  
 

 Vicar  Most merciful God, 
Congregation have mercy on us. 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Vicar In the mercy of almighty God,  
 Jesus Christ was given to die for us,  
 and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  
 To those who believe in Jesus Christ  
 he gives the power to become the children of God  
 and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen 



4  

 

Apostolic Greeting 
Vicar The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 

Gathering Hymn #632 
The Cantor sings this hymn. 
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Hymn of Praise #406 
The Cantor sings this hymn. 

Prayer of the Day 
Vicar The Lord be with you.  
Congregation  And also with you.  
 

Vicar Let us pray. 
 God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome 

them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Congregation  Amen. 
 

 
Children’s Message 

The Word 

Reading:  Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their parents were and did, or who think they 
cannot turn from their wicked ways. God insistently invites people to turn and live. 

1The word of the Lord came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The 
parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3As I live, says the Lord God, this proverb 
shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child 
is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die. 
  25Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways 
that are unfair? 26When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the 
iniquity that they have committed they shall die. 27Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have 
committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. 28Because they considered and turned away from all 
the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, “The 
way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 
  30Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn 
from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you 
have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For 
I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live. 
  

Reader  Word of God, word of life.     
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 25:1-9 
The congregation will read the parts in bold. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Please stand. 

Vicar Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?   
Congregation    You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Reading: Philippians 2:1-13 
As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early Christian hymn that extols the selflessness 
of Christ in his obedient death on the cross. Christ’s selfless perspective is to be the essential perspective we share as the 
foundation for Christian accord. 

1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and 
sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 
3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you 
look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 
 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 
 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
  12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my 
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to 
will and to work for his good pleasure. 
   

Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 

  1To you, O Lord,  
  I lift up my soul. 
 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
 
 3Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 
 4Show me your ways, O Lord, 
  and teach me your paths.  
 
 5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long. 
 6Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, 
  for they are from everlasting. 
 
 7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 
 8You are gracious and upright, O Lord; 
  therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
 
 9You lead the lowly in justice 
  and teach the lowly your way.  
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Sermon 
Through Heaven’s Eyes 

Vicar Hephzibah 

The Gospel is announced. 
Vicar The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.      
Congregation    Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel:  Matthew 21:23-32 
After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching there. His authority is questioned by 
the religious leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of the temple. 

23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was teaching, and 
said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also 
ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did the 
baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From 
heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the 
crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither 
will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
  28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 
29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The father went to the second and said the same; 
and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” 
Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of 
you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.” 

 
Vicar         The Gospel of the Lord.      
Congregation    Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Gathering Hymn #723 
The Cantor sings this hymn. 
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Apostles' Creed    
 Vicar  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  

  Amen. 
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Offertory Prayer   
 Vicar Let us pray.  
 Congregation  Almighty God, your Holy Spirit equips the church with a rich variety of 

gifts. Grant that we may use them to bear witness to Christ in lives that 
are built on faith and love. Make us ready to live the gospel and eager to 
do your will, so that we may share with all your church in the joys of 
eternal life; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

       Amen. 

Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Our offerings to God are first 
of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God.  As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your  
financial gifts.  Our work continues even when we are physically apart from one another.   

The Sharing of the Peace  
Vicar The peace of Christ be with you always. 
Congregation And also with you. 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 

Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Vicar Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation hear our prayer. 
 

At the end of the prayer: 
 

Vicar Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
 trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation   Amen. 

Special Music 
“O had I Jubal’s Lyre” from  Joshua by G.F. Handel, Waka Osifchin, soprano 

Thanksgiving for the Word 
Vicar Let us pray. 

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke 
light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your 
Word of life, O God, 

Congregation we give you thanks and praise. 
 
Vicar By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom 

from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life 
with you. For your Word of life, O God, 

Congregation we give you thanks and praise. 
 
Vicar Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: for-

giveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving 
love. For your Word of life, O God, 

Congregation we give you thanks and praise. 
 
Vicar Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase 

our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O 
God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

Congregation Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Vicar Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Dismissal 
Vicar Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that 

which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; 
help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Congregation  Thanks be to God. 

I Believe in You 

Today’s gospel questions what it means to believe in something. Belief can be 
exhibited by actions or in words, but true belief is displayed when the two 
contradict each other. We may say we do not believe in monsters under our 
bed. However, if upon hearing a noise underneath us at night, we clutch the 
blanket a little tighter around us, do we still claim to not believe in monsters? 
Believing in something or someone does more than affect our mind. It 
influences our behavior. It informs our actions and changes our character. 

Believing in Jesus is not a cognitive experience alone. If it were, we’d be like 
the second son who professes to do the will of the father, but doesn’t. Rather, 
our actions are the mirrors of our belief, reflecting our faith outward. This is 
why worship is structured to rehearse our patterns of behavior for the world. 
In worship, we gather to practice accountability, interdependence, passing the 
peace, and turning toward God. Our faith shapes us to live in the world 
according to God’s principles of justice, mercy, and kindness. 

When we believe in something, we give authority to it, whether the belief is 
spoken or enacted. This is why the words “I believe in you” before a feat of 
courage are often so powerfully effective. Knowing that someone believes in 
you bestows authority and strength. It moves you from thought to action, 
making it possible to boldly live into whatever is believed of you. 

God believes in you. This does not mean there is a divine being out there who 
merely believes that you exist. This is not a passive form of believing. God 
believes in you and gives you authority to live boldly as a disciple of Jesus. 
Just as Jesus’ authority came from God, so does your authority to do what you 
have been sent to do. “You can do it,” God encourages. “I believe in you!” 
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CCLI License# 1850655 

Today we are using Setting 3 and the Service of the Word from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship book. 

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Isaiah 5:1-7  Psalm 80:7-15  Philippians 3:4b-14   Matthew 21:33-46 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 
Children are always welcome in our worship.  Hearing help available: We have for your use, personal  

hearing amplification units available in the narthex.  
Please refer questions or comments to an usher.  

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

The flowers are given by Kim and Bill Buseman to the glory of God 
And in memory of loved ones. 


