
   

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost, September 23, 2018 

The Services at 8:30 am and  11:00 am 
  

Today we hear James warn against selfish ambition, while the disciples quarrel over which one of them is the greatest. 

Jesus tells them the way to be great is to serve. Then, to make it concrete, he puts in front of them an actual flesh-and-

blood child. We are called to welcome the particular children God puts in front of us, to make room for them in daily 

interaction, and to give them a place of honor in the assembly. 
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GATHERING 
 

 

PRELUDE "It is Well with My Soul", arranged by M.A. Fraley 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Please stand.  

Deacon In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation Amen 

 

Deacon Almighty God, 

 to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

 and from whom no secrets are hid: 

 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Congregation Amen 

 

Deacon Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection.  

 

 Deacon  Most merciful God, 

Congregation have mercy on us. 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

so that we may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

Pastor God, who is rich in mercy, 

loved us even when we were dead in sin, 

and made us alive together with Christ. 

By grace you have been saved. 

In the name of + Jesus Christ, 

your sins are forgiven. 

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 

that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Congregation Amen 

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE  

Deacon The peace of Christ be with you always. 

Congregation And also with you. 
The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 
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GATHERING HYMN #532 
We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you. 

All sing. 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 

Deacon The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Congregation And also with you. 

GLORY TO GOD 
Congregation sings the refrain and cantor sings the verse. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, 

we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory.  Congregation sings refrain. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer.  Congregation sings refrain. 

 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. 

All sing.  

Cantor 

Cantor 

Cantor 



6  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Deacon The Lord be with you.  

Congregation  And also with you.  
 

Deacon Let us pray. 

 O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome us as beloved children. 

Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish ambition, that we may walk in your ways of 

wisdom and understanding as servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Congregation  Amen. 
Please sit. 

 

 

THE WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

THE WORD 

Psalm 54  
Congregation sings words in bold. 

Reading: Jeremiah 11:18-20 

Today’s reading tells of the suffering of the prophet Jeremiah, who announced God’s word to Judah but was met with 

intense opposition and persecution. Jeremiah continues to trust in God in the midst of his suffering. 

 18It was the LORD who made it known to me, and I knew; 

  then you showed me their evil deeds. 

 19But I was like a gentle lamb 

  led to the slaughter. 

 And I did not know it was against me 

  that they devised schemes, saying, 

 “Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, 

  let us cut him off from the land of the living, 

  so that his name will no longer be remembered!” 

 20But you, O LORD of hosts, who judge righteously, 

  who try the heart and the mind, 

 let me see your retribution upon them, 

  for to you I have committed my cause. 

 

  Reader  Word of God, word of life.     

  Congregation Thanks be to God. 

 1Save me, O God, | by your name; 

  in your might, de- | fend my cause. 

 2Hear my | prayer, O God; 

  give ear to the words | of my mouth. 
 3For strangers have risen up against me, and the ruthless have | sought my life, 

  those who have no re- | gard for God. 

 4Behold, God | is my helper; 

  it is the Lord who sus- | tains my life.  
 5Render evil to those who | spy on me; 

  in your faithful- | ness, destroy them. 

 6I will offer you a | freewill sacrifice 

  and praise your name, O LORD, for | it is good. 
 7For you have rescued me from | every trouble, 

  and my eye looks down | on my enemies.  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Please stand and sing.  

Reading: James 3:13--4:3, 7-8a 

The wisdom God gives unites our hearts and minds. Instead of living to satisfy our own wants and desires, we manifest 

this wisdom in peace, gentleness, mercy, and impartiality toward others. 

 
13Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done with gentleness born of 

wisdom. 14But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. 15Such 

wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 16For where there is envy and selfish 

ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. 17But the wisdom from above is first pure, then 

peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. 18And a 

harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace. 
 

1Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from your cravings that are at 

war within you? 2You want something and do not have it; so you commit murder. And you covet something and cannot 

obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, 

because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures. 

 
7Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8Draw near to God, and he will draw 

near to you.  

 

Reader  Word of God, word of life.   

Congregation Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel is announced. 

Deacon  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.  

Congregation     Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 

Gospel: Mark 9:30-37 

Jesus’ teaching and action in this text are directed to the church whenever it is seduced by the world’s definition of 

greatness: prestige, power, influence, and money. The antidote to such a concern for greatness is servanthood. 

30[Jesus and the disciples went on] and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it;31for he was teaching 

his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and three 

days after being killed, he will rise again.” 32But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask 

him. 

  33Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you arguing about on the 

way?” 34But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who was the greatest. 35He sat down, 

called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” 36Then he took a 

little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37“Whoever welcomes one such child in 

my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.” 

  

 Deacon           The Gospel of the Lord.      

 Congregation     Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 

When It Is Hard to Hear 

Deacon Erin Swenson-Reinhold 

HYMN OF THE DAY #798 
Please stand and sing. 
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OFFERING    

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 

Please sign the red Attendance Book and pass it down the pew.  
 

 

OFFERTORY      
“Ave Verum" by Camille Saint-Warns 

PRAYERS  

Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    

After each portion of the prayers: 

 

Assisting Minister Lord, in your mercy, 

Congregation  hear our prayer. 
 

At the end of the prayer: 
 

Deacon  Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

  trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Congregation  Amen. 

APOSTLES' CREED    
 

Deacon  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 
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COME TO THE TABLE 

OFFERTORY SONG 
Please stand and sing. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER   

 Assisting Minister Let us pray.  

Congregation  Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.  

 Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:  

 our selves, our time, and our possessions.  

 Use us, and what we have gathered,  

 in feeding the world with your love,  

 through the one who gave himself for us,  

 Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Please stand. 

Pastor The Lord be with you.  

Congregation And also with you. 

 

Pastor Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  

 that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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All sing. 

All sing. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen. 
Please be seated. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNE 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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COMMUNION   
All who are baptized are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  Those who are not baptized are invited to come forward 
for a blessing.  Simply indicate this to the Pastor when you come forward. You may take a small cup from the tray in the 
center aisle as you approach the altar, and the Communion assistants will fill your cup with wine (first chalice) or grape 
juice (second chalice). Or, you may use intinction, where the wafer is retained and touched lightly either to the wine 
(red) or to the grape juice (white). Gluten-free wafers are available from the Pastor. 

COMMUNION HYMN  #638 
All sing. 
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Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

Congregation Amen.  

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Assisting Minister  Let us pray.  

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ's resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, 

water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as 

witnesses to your Son's resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through 

Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Congregation  Amen 

COMMUNION HYMN  #635 
All sing. 
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SENDING HYMN  #712 
Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew.  As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share 

Christ’s love.   

All sing. 

THE SENDING 
BLESSING  

Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

Congregation Amen. 
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DISMISSAL 

Assisting Minister Go in peace.  Share the good news.         

Congregation     Thanks be to God. 

 

 

POSTLUDE  Gavotte- Samuel Wesley 

 

Please join the Redeemer family in the Crossroads foyer area  

 for fellowship and refreshments.  

Welcoming God as a Child 

All the greatness humankind can fashion for itself is put to shame by the glory 

God gives to childlike faith. In the gospel reading two weeks from today, Jesus 

will tell his disciples, “whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little 

child will never enter it” (Mark 10:15). Everything is upside-down in Jesus’ 

teachings—children know more than scholars, servants become greater than mas-

ters, to die is to win life, the last shall be first and the first shall be last. In today’s 

gospel, Jesus insists that welcoming a young child means welcoming Jesus, which 

means welcoming our all-powerful God. 

Surely childlike faith is one thing, but a child standing in God’s place? Jesus in 

the form of a little kid we can welcome with open arms? Yes. This is the kind of 

unexpected reversal that the Almighty seems to love. For God is not only wel-

comed through a child; God became a child. 

In ten weeks it will be Advent, and we will be asked again to stretch our imagina-

tions and attempt to fathom the idea of God living as a baby. Do we truly wel-

come this truth of God’s identity and ways? Can we truly welcome all that God’s 

plan brings us, having faith that our journey has been walked before, believing 

that the one who has fully completed it returns to our sides to guide us on our 

way? 

Let us, as little children, lift our arms toward our God in prayer. Let us welcome 

each other in peace. And let us open our arms to receive all that lies ahead of us. 
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Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

CCLI License# 1850655 

Today we are using Setting 3 and 6 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal. 

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29   Psalm 19:7-14  James 5:13-20   Mark 9:38-50 

The flowers are given by Marti Hopler and Les Pilkinton to the glory of God 

 and  in celebration of their 30th wedding anniversary today.  

Their marriage has been blessed in many ways through God’s love and grace.  

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are welcome in our  worship. There 

is a children’s worship bulletin for them.  Also, 

a special cart of books is in the back of the 

nave. Your children are welcome to borrow 

books for the service.  If you prefer, a nursery 

and/or childcare is available for children up to 

age 3 during all worship services.  A pager is 

available from the nursery.  

Visitors are invited to sign the red 

Attendance Book at the end of the pew.   

 

Hearing help available: We have for  your  

use, personal  hearing amplification units 

available in the narthex.  Please refer 

questions or comments to an usher.  

 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 

Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Sunday Services 

8:30 and 11:00 am for the traditional service and 9:45 am for contemporary service  

Assisting with Worship at 8:30 am  

Cantor:  Amy Tribié 

Acolyte/Crucifer: Matthew Engel 

Reader: Liz Scheffler 

Communion Assistant: Liz Scheffler 

Ushers:  Marie and Will Moser 

Chancel Care: Paula Nassen Poulos 

Coffee Hour: Gerri Swarm 

 

Others will faithfully serve as Assisting Minister 

Assisting with Worship at 11:00 am  

Cantor:  Waka Osifchin 

Chancel Care: Nancy Power 

Ushers: Bob Hahne 

Coffee Hour: Gerri Swarm 

 

Others will faithfully serve as Assisting Minister, Acolyte/Crucifer, Communion Assistant and Reader 


