
  

 

Our mission is to share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.  

+ Contemporary Worship + 
At Redeemer Lutheran Church 

September 19, 2021 
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+ Welcome to Worship + 

Prelude 

 

Call to Worship 

Based on Psalm 54 

Gathering Song 
All sing.   

Pastor O God, by your holy name save us. 
People  Hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor  Give ear to our prayers to protect those who are most vulnerable. 
People  Listen to our cries. 
 
Pastor  Behold, God is our helper. 
People  It is the Lord who sustains our lives. 
 
Pastor  We praise your name, O Lord, for it is good. 
People  And your mercies endure forever. 
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Confession of Sin 

Pastor           We are called to follow Christ. We are called to obey Jesus' commandment to 
love one another. Let us confess how we have fallen short of that love. 

 
All                Loving God,  
 we have not loved you or each other with our whole hearts.  

Forgive us, we pray, and lead us toward wholeness,  
that we may be filled with your joy. 

 
Pastor           The promise of our faith is that we are forgiven. As a called and ordained 

servant of the Church of Christ, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all  your sins in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Receive the Holy 
Spirit and be empowered to be witnesses of God's love that we know through his 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

All Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 

Pastor Let us pray. 
 Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and O 

God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome us as beloved 
children. Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish ambition, that we may walk in 
your ways of wisdom and understanding as servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 

All Amen.  

Children’s Message 

Song of Praise 

All sing.   
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+ The Word + 

Reading: James 3:13--4:3, 7-8a 
The wisdom God gives unites our hearts and minds. Instead of living to satisfy our own wants 
and desires, we manifest this wisdom in peace, gentleness, mercy, and impartiality toward 
others. 
 

Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your 
works are done with gentleness born of wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and 
selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. Such 
wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. For 
where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and 
wickedness of every kind. But the wisdom from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of 
partiality or hypocrisy. And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those 
who make peace. 
 

Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not 
come from your cravings that are at war within you? You want something and do 
not have it; so you commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain 
it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have, because you do not 
ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what 
you get on your pleasures. 
 

Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you. Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you.  
 

Reader  Word of God, word of life.  
People Thanks be to God. 

Reading: Jeremiah 11:18-20 
Today’s reading tells of the suffering of the prophet Jeremiah, who announced God’s word to 
Judah but was met with intense opposition and persecution. Jeremiah continues to trust in 
God in the midst of his suffering. 
 

It was the Lord who made it known to me, and I knew; 
then you showed me their evil deeds. 
But I was like a gentle lamb 
led to the slaughter. 
And I did not know it was against me 
that they devised schemes, saying, 
“Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, 
let us cut him off from the land of the living, 
so that his name will no longer be remembered!” 
But you, O Lord of hosts, who judge righteously, 
who try the heart and the mind, 
let me see your retribution upon them, 
for to you I have committed my cause. 

 
Reader Word of God, word of life.   
People Thanks be to God. 
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Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.   
All   Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Please stand. All sing. 

Gospel:  Mark 9:30-37 
Jesus’ teaching and action in this text are directed to the church whenever it is seduced by the 
world’s definition of greatness: prestige, power, influence, and money. The antidote to such a 
concern for greatness is servanthood. 

 
[Jesus and the disciples went on] and passed through Galilee. He did not want 
anyone to know it; for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of 
Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days 
after being killed, he will rise again.” But they did not understand what he was 
saying and were afraid to ask him. 
 

Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, 
“What were you arguing about on the way?” But they were silent, for on the way 
they had argued with one another who was the greatest. He sat down, called the 
twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and 
servant of all.” Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it 
in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever welcomes one such child in my name 
welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who 
sent me.” 

 
Pastor  The Gospel of the Lord.      
People   Praise to you, O Christ.  
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Sermon 
Wise and Understanding  
Pastor Sandy Kessinger 

Song 
All sing.  
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OFFERING    

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
Our offerings to God are first of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God.   

As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your financial gifts.   
Our work continues even when we are physically apart from one another.   

Sharing the Lord’s Peace     
Pastor            The peace of Christ be with you always.   
All                     And also with you. 
 
Please greet one another with words such as “God’s peace be with you.”  
Please sit. 

Song 

“Chasing” by Kendall Combes, Todd Cromwell and Charlie Hall  

Prayers  

Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special 
concerns. After each portion of the prayers: 
 
Asst. Min. Hear us, O God. 
All  Your mercy is great. 
 
At the end of the prayer: 
Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
All Amen. 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

Asst. Min. With the whole Church, let us confess our faith.  
 

All  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
   
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 



9 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER   

Pastor Let us pray.  
All  God of all creation,  

all you have made is good, and your love endures forever.  
You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.  
Nourish us with these gifts,  
that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence  
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

The Invitation 

Pastor  With the breaking of bread and sharing the cup, Jesus offered the disciples peace  
  and friendship, trust and forgiveness, the love and embrace of God. Jesus offers  
  the same to all people. 
All Jesus, we are sinners hungry for grace.  
 We come to receive your gift of love.  
 Receive our gifts of love  

and use them to further your care for the world.  Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD 

Pastor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
All Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNE 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited  

to come forward for a blessing.  
 

You are an important part of our faith community.  
 

 

For those taking Holy Communion:  

Pastor will give verbal instructions on how Holy Communion will be distributed. 
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COMMUNION SONG 
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Benediction 

Pastor The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with 
one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 

abound in love by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
All Amen. 
 
Pastor The God of grace +  bless you now and forever. 
All Amen. 
 

Dismissal  

Pastor   Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 

 
When you are ready to leave, please keep a safe distance from others.  

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  

All Amen 
 

Asst. Min. Let us pray.  We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us 
through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen 
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CCLI License# 1850655 

Hearing help available: We have for your 
use personal  hearing amplification units 
available in the narthex. Please refer questions 
or comments to an usher.  

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Children are always welcome in our 
worship.  

The flowers are given to the glory of God by Jackie and Nic Budde 

in celebration of their 16th wedding anniversary 

and by  
Joyce and Robert Clarke  

in memory of Randy Beth Clarke on her birthday  

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Next Sunday’s Scripture:  
Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29   Psalm 19:7-14  James 5:13-20   Mark 9:38-50 

The Greatest 

In today’s gospel from Mark, the disciples have just witnessed Jesus’ transfigura-
tion atop the high mountain. Riding high on this experience, they are now travel-
ing with him through the countryside, processing what they have seen, con-
trasting it with the story of crucifixion and death Jesus keeps hinting at. They 
begin to argue about which of them is the greatest—who will be given the highest 
honors for hanging out with Jesus? But Jesus stops them in their tracks. It isn’t 
about the highest honors, or about who shines most brightly: “Whoever wants to 
be first must be last of all and servant of all” (Mark 9:35). 

Jesus’ words to the disciples and to us are a reminder that God flips upside-down 
the way the world judges greatness. As Christians, most of us know this almost 
instinctively. We talk about avoiding “works righteousness” and rejecting the 
need to earn our salvation or prove our faith. And yet, even within the “servant of 
all” framework, we too often compete with one another to be the greatest servant. 
We hold ourselves up as examples of charity and justice, patting ourselves on the 
back for our works of service, hoping that the world—and God—will be im-
pressed. Even when we know that this isn’t how God works, we still get sucked 
into the ways of the world. 

But Jesus’ statement to the disciples is not just about them: it is also about him-
self. It is a reminder that Jesus’ greatness is precisely because on the cross, he has 
become “last of all and servant of all.” Our own efforts at service and humility will 
always pale in comparison to the Son of God. To be sure, we are called to love and 
serve our neighbors; but we are called to trust Jesus, “last of all and servant of 
all,” for our salvation. This is good news, for now our competitions and attempts 
to impress are no more. We simply receive from the Lord and pass it along. 


