
   

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
 Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost, September 17, 2023 

The Service at 8:30 and 11 am 
  

In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand before the judgment of God. Yet 
we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. 

When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be 
signs of reconciliation in the world. 
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Gathering 
 
Prelude 
   “Be Thou My Vision”, arr. by John Rutter  

  
Confession and Forgiveness 
Please stand.  

  
Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen. 
 
Pastor Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation Amen. 
 
Pastor  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
 

Silence is kept for reflection.  
 
 

 Pastor  Most merciful God, 
Congregation we confess that we are in bondage to sin 

and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Pastor God, who is rich in mercy, 
loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. 
By grace you have been saved. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Congregation Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty #858   
We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you. 
All sing. 
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Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 

Hymn of Praise 
All sing.  
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Prayer of the Day 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation  And also with you.  
 
Pastor Let us pray.  
 O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our 

hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Congregation  Amen. 
Please sit. 
 

 
Temple Talk 
Children’s Message   
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Psalm 103:8-13  
Congregation sings words in bold. 

 Lord, you are full of compas- | sion and mercy, 
  slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love;  
    you will not al- | ways accuse us, 
  nor will you keep your an- | ger forever. 
 You have not dealt with us according | to our sins, 
  nor repaid us according to | our iniquities. 
 For as the heavens are high a- | bove the earth, 
  so great is your steadfast love for | those who fear you. 
 As far as the east is | from the west, 
  so far have you removed our transgres- | sions from us. 
 As a father has compassion | for his children, 
  so you have compassion for those who fear | you, O Lord.  

The Word 

Reading:  Genesis 50:15-21 
After Jacob’s death, the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they had done against him. You intended 
to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an opportunity to do good and save many lives. 

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us 
back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction 
before he died, ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now 
therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. Then 
his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not be 
afraid! Am I in the place of God? Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to 
preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In 
this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 
  

Reader  Word of God, word of life.     
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation 
Please stand and sing.  

Reading: Romans 14:1-12 
This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us understand that despite different 
practices in worship and personal piety, we do not judge one another. All Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ 
who died for all of us and will judge each of us. 

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. Some believe in eating 
anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain 
must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgment on servants of 
another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them 
stand. 
Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their 
own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, 
since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. 
We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the 
Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that 
he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 
Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all 
stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written,  
“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 
   

Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel is announced. 
Pastor The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.      
Congregation    Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel:  Matthew 18:21-35 
When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests human forgiveness should 
mirror the unlimited mercy of God. 

Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As 
many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 
When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, 
his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So 
the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity 
for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon 
one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 
Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; 
then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, 
they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned 
him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have 
had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he 
would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or 
sister from your heart.” 

 
Pastor   The Gospel of the Lord.      
Congregation      Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day: We All Are One in Mission #576     
Please stand and sing.       

Sermon 
We Live For the Lord   

Pastor Josh Wullenweber 
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The Sharing of the Peace  
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 

Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.  Please give as you are able.  
  

 Please sign the red attendance book and pass it down the pew. 
 

 

Offertory    
“I Will Give Thanks” by Craig Courtney  

Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Pastor  Merciful God,   
Congregation  receive our prayer. 

 

At the end of the prayer: 
 

Pastor  Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
  trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation  Amen. 

Apostles' Creed    
  Pastor  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  
 Amen. 
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Come to the Table 

Offertory Prayer   
 Pastor Let us pray.  

Congregation  Blessed are you, O God,  
maker of all things.  
Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:  
our selves, our time, and our possessions.  
Use us, and what we have gathered,  
in feeding the world with your love,  
through the one who gave himself for us,  
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Please stand. 

Pastor The Lord be with you. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 
Pastor Lift up your hearts. 
Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us 
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Offertory Song 
Please stand and sing. 
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All sing. 

All sing. 

Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Commune 
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 

We gather around the communion rail either kneeling or standing to receive communion.   
Communion will be offered by intinction.   

For those not comfortable receiving from the pastors’ hands a separate tray with preset elements will follow.   

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.  
You are an important part of our faith community.  
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Please stand. 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you  
and keep you in his grace.  

Congregation Amen.  

Communion Hymn: Where Charity and Love Prevail #359       
All sing. 
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Post-Communion Prayer 
Pastor  Let us pray.  
 God of abundance,  

with this bread of life and cup of salvation  
you have united us with Christ,  
making us one with all your people.  
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,  
that we may proclaim  
your redeeming love to the world  
and continue forever in the risen life  
of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Congregation  Amen. 

The Sending 
Blessing 

Pastor The God of steadfastness and encouragement 
 grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
Congregation  Amen. 
 

Pastor The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
 so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen. 
 

Pastor The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
Congregation Amen. 

Post-Communion Canticle 
Please stand and sing. 
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Sending Hymn: In Thee Is Gladness #867      
Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew.  As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share 
Christ’s love. 
  
All sing.  

Dismissal 

Pastor  Go in peace.  Christ is with you.         

Congregation   Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude 

 Trumpet Tune in C Major – Paul Fey  
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God’s Immeasurable Mercy 

Forgive seventy-seven times? Jesus’ instruction seems, at best, all but impossible and, at 
worst, dangerous. Sometimes the Bible has been used to excuse abuse in the name of mercy, 
but Jesus doesn’t mean to condone suffering for its own sake or to commit us to endlessly 
enduring hurt and harm. Instead, Jesus wants to orient Peter and us to the all-encompassing 
nature of forgiveness. Seven days make the week complete and whole. Grace also extends to 
us the promise of wholeness, and yet forgiveness that comes from the heart is immeasurable. 

Forgive seventy-seven times. The number suggests that forgiveness isn’t to be doled out or 
strictly accounted for, but rather is endless. Forgiveness is not a singular event as much as it is 
a process. We are amazed and rightly inspired when some Christians are able to so quickly 
forgive others even the most horrendous crimes, like the Amish community after the West 
Nickel Mines School shooting in 2006, or some families of the Emanuel Nine in 2015. But 
today’s gospel does not preclude the rest of us. Probably for most of us, forgiveness is much 
more the destination we are journeying toward than the place at which we’ve already arrived. 
Jesus’ encouragement to Peter can encourage us as well. 

Every day God calls us back to the everlasting promises made in baptism. Our participation in 
the church’s worship life assures us that forgiveness is not something we endeavor to do 
alone, but rather is a lifelong journey in which we can turn to one another for support. Every 
Sunday at Jesus’ table, we are freely given the bread of mercy and cup of forgiveness. God’s 
grace sets all of us free to extend that same mercy to others. God’s forgiveness erases every 
debt. 
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Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

Children are welcome in our worship.  
 
Church Phone: 703-356-3346 
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 

Hearing help available: We have for your 
use, personal  hearing amplification units 
available in the narthex.  Please refer 
questions or comments to an usher.  

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 
1545 Chain Bridge Road, McLean, VA  22101 

CCLI License# 1850655 

Redeemer’s Sunday worship schedule is: 
8:30 and 11 am - Traditional Services  9:45 am - Contemporary Service 

Today we are using Settings 3 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship book. 

Flowers are given in thanksgiving to God for the generosity   
of God's people by the Capital Campaign Task Force 

 

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Jonah 3:10-4:11   Psalm 145:1-8   Philippians 1:21-30 Matthew 20:1-16 


