Lutheran Church of the Redeemer
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost, September 16, 2018
The Services at 8:30 am and 11:00 am

Three weeks ago we heard John’s gospel’s version of Peter’s confession of faith. This week we hear Mark’s version,
when Peter says, “You are the Messiah.” In John, the stumbling block is Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh, given for the
life of the world. In Mark too the scandal has to do with Jesus’ words about his own coming death, and here Peter himself stumbles over Jesus’ words. But Jesus is anointed (the meaning of “messiah”) in Mark only on the way to the cross
(14:3); so we are anointed in baptism with the sign of the cross.
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GATHERING
PRELUDE

"Adagio"- Felix Mendelssohn

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Please stand.

Deacon
Congregation

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

Deacon

Congregation

Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Deacon

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Deacon
Congregation

Most merciful God,
have mercy on us.
We confess that we are in bondage to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

Pastor

God, who is rich in mercy,
loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ.
By grace you have been saved.
In the name of + Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen

Congregation

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
Deacon
The peace of Christ be with you always.
Congregation And also with you.
The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words.
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GATHERING HYMN #510
We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you.
All sing.
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APOSTOLIC GREETING
Deacon
Congregation

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

GLORY TO GOD
Congregation sings the refrain and cantor sings the verse.

Cantor

Cantor

Cantor

Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you,
we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory. Congregation sings refrain.
Lord Jesus Christ,
only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer. Congregation sings refrain.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.

All sing.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Deacon
Congregation
Deacon

Congregation

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the glory of the
cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn from the
lure of evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Please sit.

THE WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENT
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

THE WORD
Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a
The image of the servant of the Lord is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah. Today’s reading describes the
mission of the servant, whom early Christians associated with Jesus. Like Jesus, the servant does not strike back at his
detractors but trusts in God’s steadfast love.
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The Lord GOD has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
5
The Lord GOD has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious,
I did not turn backward.
6
I gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.
7

The Lord GOD helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
8
he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
9a
It is the Lord GOD who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?
Reader
Congregation

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 116:1-9
Congregation sings words in bold.

1

I love the LORD, who has | heard my voice,
and listened to my | supplication,
2
for the LORD has given | ear to me
whenev- | er I called.
3
The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave | came upon me;
I came to | grief and sorrow.
4
Then I called upon the name | of the LORD:
“O LORD, I pray you, | save my life.”
5
Gracious is the | LORD and righteous;
our God is full | of compassion.
6
The LORD watches o- | ver the innocent;
I was brought low, | and God saved me.
7
Turn again to your rest, | O my soul.
for the LORD has dealt | well with you.
8
For you have rescued my | life from death,
my eyes from tears, and my | feet from stumbling;
9
I will walk in the presence | of the LORD
in the land | of the living.

Reading: James 3:1-12
This text uses various images to illustrate how damaging and hurtful the way we speak to and about others can be. Not
only are we to control our speech, but what we say and how we say it is to reflect our faith.
1

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who teach will be judged with
greater strictness. 2 For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to
keep the whole body in check with a bridle. 3 If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide
their whole bodies. 4 Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are
guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5 So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts
of great exploits.
How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6 And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among our members as
a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. 7 For every
species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, 8 but no
one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9 With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we
curse those who are made in the likeness of God. 10 From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and
sisters, this ought not to be so. 11 Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? 12 Can a
fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.
Reader
Congregation

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Please stand and sing.

The Gospel is announced.
Pastor
Congregation

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Mark 8:27-38
This story provides the turning point in Mark’s gospel. Peter is the first human being in the narrative to acknowledge
Jesus as the Messiah, but he cannot accept that as the Messiah Jesus will have to suffer. Moreover, Jesus issues a
strong challenge to all by connecting discipleship and the cross.
27

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do
people say that I am?” 28 And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the
prophets.” 29 He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 30 And he
sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him.
31

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the
chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 He said all this quite openly. And Peter
took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get
behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”
34
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who
lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36 For what will it profit them to gain the whole
world and forfeit their life? 37 Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38 Those who are ashamed of me and of
my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the
glory of his Father with the holy angels.”
Pastor
Congregation

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
We All Make Mistakes
Pastor Sandy Kessinger

8

HYMN OF THE DAY #676
Please stand and sing.
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APOSTLES' CREED
Deacon

Congregation

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.
After each portion of the prayers:

Assisting Minister
Congregation

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

At the end of the prayer:
Deacon
Congregation

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
Please sign the red Attendance Book and pass it down the pew.

OFFERTORY
“A Clare Benediction"by John Rutter
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COME TO THE TABLE
OFFERTORY SONG
Please stand and sing.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Assisting Minister Let us pray.
Congregation
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.
Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:
our selves, our time, and our possessions.
Use us, and what we have gathered,
in feeding the world with your love,
through the one who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Please stand.

Pastor
Congregation

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor
Congregation

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor
Congregation

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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All sing.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor
Congregation

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated.

All sing.

INVITATION TO COMMUNE
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COMMUNION
All who are baptized are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Those who are not baptized are invited to come forward
for a blessing. Simply indicate this to the Pastor when you come forward. You may take a small cup from the tray in the
center aisle as you approach the altar, and the Communion assistants will fill your cup with wine (first chalice) or grape
juice (second chalice). Or, you may use intinction, where the wafer is retained and touched lightly either to the wine
(red) or to the grape juice (white). Gluten-free wafers are available from the Pastor.
COMMUNION HYMN #796
All sing.

Please stand.

Pastor
Congregation

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Assisting Minister Let us pray.
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ's resurrection you send light to conquer darkness,
water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as
witnesses to your Son's resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through
Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Congregation
Amen
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THE SENDING
BLESSING
Pastor
Congregation

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN #660
Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew. As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share
Christ’s love.
All sing.
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DISMISSAL
Assisting Minister Go in peace. Share the good news.
Congregation
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “Trumpet Allemande” - Anthony Holborn

Please join the Redeemer family in the Crossroads foyer area
for fellowship and refreshments.

Baggage
Take any trips this past summer? Did you forget your toothbrush, or did you take
everything including the bathroom sink? Packing is always a challenge, but unpacking can be even worse. Finally home, all the bags out of the car, the last thing
anyone wants to do is put it all away, yet it’s the cross we bear as punishment for
going on vacation.
Sound ridiculous? It is, but we tend to think of denying ourselves and taking up
the cross as carrying a bag full of punishment for being who and what we are. No
one likes lugging around baggage; it weighs us down, hurts our bodies, and destroys our self-esteem. It makes us cranky, causes us to complain, and makes life
miserable not just for us but for those around us as well.
The whole point of God sending us Jesus wasn’t to make us cranky. Jesus didn’t
suffer death on the cross so we would have things to complain about, and he didn’t call us to discipleship to diminish our self-worth. Denying ourselves isn’t giving up chocolate for Lent or putting everyone else’s needs above our own to our
own detriment. Taking up our crosses isn’t living with our own personal suffering
or tolerating abuse from others. Jesus doesn’t ask us to give up our identities or to
carry hardship after hardship on our backs.
Denying ourselves means rejecting those things that keep us from being a part of
a larger community. The one piece of baggage Jesus calls us to carry is relationship with others and for others. It won’t always be easy to carry, because it leaves
us vulnerable. Golgatha wasn’t a vacation destination. But following Jesus means
life with Jesus—and that means we never carry anything alone.
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Lutheran Church of the Redeemer
Children ar e welcome in our wor ship. Ther e
is a children’s worship bulletin for them. Also,
a special cart of books is in the back of the
nave. Your children are welcome to borrow
books for the service. If you prefer, a nursery
and/or childcare is available for children up to
age 3 during all worship services. A pager is
available from the nursery.

Visitors are invited to sign the r ed
Attendance Book at the end of the pew.
Hearing help available: We have for your
use, personal hearing amplification units
available in the narthex. Please refer
questions or comments to an usher.
Church Phone: 703-356-3346
Email: Church@redeemermclean.org

Sunday Services
8:30 and 11:00 am for the traditional service and 9:45 am for contemporary service
Next Sunday’s Scripture: Jeremiah 11:18-20 Psalm 54 James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a Mark 9:30-37

Assisting with Worship at 8:30 am
Cantor: Waka Osifchin
Ushers: Janet Pfister, Andy Pribulka, Andrew and Bruce
Chancel Care: Jane Skotzko
Coffee Hour: Karen Miller
Others will faithfully serve as Assisting Minister, Acolyte/Crucifer, Communion Assistant and Reader
Assisting with Worship at 11:00 am
Cantor: Waka Osifchin
Ushers: Betsy and Ron Kutscher
Chancel Care: Betsy Kutscher
Coffee Hour: Karen Miller
Others will faithfully serve as Assisting Minister, Acolyte/Crucifer, Communion Assistant and Reader

The flowers are given by Betsy and Ron Kutscher to the glory of God
and in celebration of Peter and Karin’s birthday.

Today we are using Setting 3 and 6 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal.
CCLI License# 1850655

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home.
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