Lutheran Church of the Redeemer

Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.

14th Sunday after Pentecost, September 14, 2025
The Service at 8:30 and 11 am

The grumbling of the religious leaders in today’s gospel is actually our holy hope: This Jesus welcomes sinners and
eats with them. That our God seeks and saves the lost is not only a holy hope, it is our only hope.
As the writer of 1 Timothy reminds us,
“The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.’
Thanks be to God.
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GATHERING

PRELUDE
“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”, arr. Dan Forrest

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Please stand.

Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation Amen.

Pastor Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Congregation Amen.

Pastor Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Pastor Most merciful God,
Congregation have mercy on us.
We confess that we are in bondage to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

Pastor God, who is rich in mercy,
loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ.
By grace you have been saved.
In the name of + Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Congregation Amen.



GATHERING HYMN: EARTH AND ALL STARS! #731

We invite you to turn and face the cross (as you are comfortable). Please turn to the front of the sanctuary after the cross has passed you.

All sing.

Earth and All Stars!
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1 Earth and all stars! Loud rush - ing plan - ets!
2 Trum - pet and pipes! Loud clash - ing cym - bals!
3 En - gines and steel! Loud pound - ing ham - mers!
4 Class-rooms and labs! Loud boil - ing test tubes!
5 Knowl-edge and truth! Loud sound-ing wis - dom!
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Sing  to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing  to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing  to the Lord a  new song!
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Hail, wind, and rain! Loud blow - ing snow - storm!
Harp, Iute, and lyre! Loud hum - ming cel - los!
Lime - stone and  beams! Loud build - ing work - ers!
Ath - lete and  band! Loud cheer - ing peo - ple!
Daugh-ter  and son! Loud pray - ing mem - Dbers!
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Sing to the Lord a new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
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I too  sing prais - es  with a  new song!

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926
Music: EARTH AND ALL STARS, David N. Johnson, 1922-1987
Text and music © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House. admin. Augsburg Fortress.

3




APOSTOLIC GREETING

Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Congregation And also with you.

HyMN OF PRAISE

All sing, Now the Feast and Celebration
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God; to make all things new.

Text and music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.




PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor The Lord be with you.
Congregation And also with you.

Pastor Let us pray.
O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all those who
go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject whatever is contrary
to you and may follow all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

Congregation Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

THE WORD

Reading: Exodus 32:7-14

While Moses is on Mount Sinai, the people grow restless and make a golden calf to worship. Today’s reading shows
Moses as the mediator between an angry God and a sinful people. Moses reminds God that the Israelites are God’s own
people and boldly asks mercy for them.

The Lorb said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have acted
perversely; they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an
image of a calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up
out of the land of Egypt!”” The LorD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. Now let me
alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I will make a great nation.”

But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, “O Lorp, why does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom
you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was
with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth’?
Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. Remember Abraham, Isaac,
and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like
the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it
forever.”” And the LORD changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people.

Reader Word of God, word of life. Congregation Thanks be to God.

Psalm 51:1-10

Congregation sings words in bold.
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Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out | my offenses.
Wash me through and through | from my wickedness,
and cleanse me | from my sin.

For I know | my offenses,
and my sin is ev- | er before me.

Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right | in your judgment.

Indeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness,
a sinner from my | mother’s womb.
Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom | deep within.

Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be pur- | er than snow.

Let me hear | joy and gladness;
that the body you have broken | may rejoice.

Hide your face | from my sins,
and blot out | all my wickedness.
Create in me a clean | heart, O God,
and renew a right spir- | it within me.
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Reading: 1 Timothy 1:12-17

The letters to Timothy are called the Pastoral Epistles because they contain advice especially intended for leaders in the
church. Here the mercy shown to Paul, who once persecuted the church, is cited as evidence that even the most
unworthy may become witnesses to the grace of God.

I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me faithful and appointed me to his
service, even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I
had acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ
Jesus. The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom
I am the foremost. But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display
the utmost patience, making me an example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. To the King of
the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

Reader Word of God, word of life.
Congregation Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Please stand and sing.
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The Gospel is announced.
Pastor The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.
Congregation Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 15:1-10
Jesus tells two stories that suggest a curious connection between the lost being found and sinners repenting. God takes
the initiative to find sinners, each of whom is so precious to God that his or her recovery brings joy in heaven.

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus. And the Pharisees and the scribes were
grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.”

So he told them this parable: “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the
ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? When he has found it, he lays it on his
shoulders and rejoices. And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice
with me, for | have found my sheep that was lost.” Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner
who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.

“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search
carefully until she finds it? When she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with
me, for [ have found the coin that I had lost.” Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over
one sinner who repents.”

Pastor The Gospel of the Lord.
Congregation Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
“My Story and God'’s Story”

Pastor Sharon Core
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HYMN OF THE DAY: SAVIOR, LIKE A SHEPHERD LEAD Us #789
Please stand and sing.

Savior, like A Shepherd Lead Us
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I Sav-ior like a shep-herd lead wus;  much we need your ten - der care.
2 We are yours; in love be - friend us, be the guard-ian of our way;
3 You have prom-ised to r1e - ceive us, poor and sin - ful though we be;
4 Ear-ly let wus seek your fa - vor, wear-1ly let us do your will;
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In  your pleas-ant pas-tures feed us, for our use your fold pre-pare.
keep your flock, fromsin de -fend us, seck us when we go  a-stray.
you have mer-cy to re -lieve us, grace to cleanse,and pow’r to free.

bless-ed Lord and on -ly Sav - ior, with your love our spir - its fill.
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we  pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us turn to  you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us, love us  still.
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us turn to you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us, love us still.
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Text: attr. Dorothy A. Thrupp, 1779-1847
Music: BRADBURY, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868



APOSTLES' CREED

Asst. Min. With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.
After each portion of the prayers:

Asst. Min. God of grace,
Congregation hear our prayer.
At the end of the prayer:
Pastor Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Congregation Amen.

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you always.
Congregation And also with you.

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words.

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Our offerings to God are first
of all just that — offerings of thanksgiving to God. As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your
financial gifts.

Please sign the red attendance book and pass it down the pew.
OFFERTORY

“Lead On, Eternal Sovereign” Music by Gustav Holst, arranged by Hal H. Hopson



CoME TO THE TABLE

Please sand i Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Song
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Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill  to the brim our cup of
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fed with the bread of life. Gath - er the hopes and the dreams of all; u-
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pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to  come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Asst. Min. Let us pray.

Congregation Holy God, gracious and merciful,
you bring forth food from the earth
and nourish your whole creation.
Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way,
that all may know your care;
and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Pastor The Lord be with you.

Congregation And also with you.

Pastor Lift up your hearts.

Congregation We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise.



Pastor

All sing.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor
Congregation

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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INvITATION TO COMMUNE

COMMUNION

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.
Communion will be offered by intinction.
For those not comfortable receiving from those who are distributing the elements,
a separate tray is available.

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine is invited to come forward for a blessing.
To receive a blessing, please cross your arms.
You are an important part of our faith community.

In Holy Communion we receive the true body and blood of Christ.
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ComMmMuNION HYMN: ABIDE WITH ME #629

All sing.

Abide with Me
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1 A - bide with me, fast falls the e - ven - tide.
2 Swift to its close ebbs out life’s lit - tle day;
31 need thy pres - ence ev - ry  pass - ing hour;
4 1 fear no foe, with thee at hand to bless;
5 Hold thou thy  cross be - fore my clos - ing eyes,
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The dark - ness deep - ens; Lord, with me a - bide.
earth’s joys grow dim, its glo - ries pass a - way;
what  but thy grace can foil the tempt-er’'s pow’r?
ills have no weight, and tears no  bit - ter - ness.
shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies;
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When oth - er help - ers fail and com -forts flee,
change and de - cay in all a - round I see;
Who like thy - self my guide and stay can be?
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy vic - to - r1y?
heav’n’s morn-ing  breaks, and earth’s vain shad - ows flee;
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help of the  help-less, oh, a - bide with me.
O thou who chang -est not, a - bide with me.
Through cloud and  sun - shine, oh, a - bide with me.
1 tri - umph still, if thou a - bide with me!
in life, m death, O Lord, a - bijle with me.
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Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793—

1847

Music: EVENTIDE, William H. Monk, 1823-1889
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Please stand.
Pastor
Congregation
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The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

PosT-COMMUNION PRAYER

Asst. Min.

Congregation

Let us pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ's resurrection you send light to
conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send
us forth as witnesses to your Son's resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the

world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.
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THE SENDING

BLESSING
Pastor Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Congregation Amen.

SENDING HYMN: CoME, THOU FOUNT OF EVERY BLESSING #807

Please follow the cross, turning toward the cross as it passes by your pew. As the cross leads, so Christ leads us out into the community to share
Christ’s love.

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
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I Come, thou Fount of ev-’ry bless-ing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
2 Here 1 raise my Eb-en - e - zer: “Hith-er by thy help I've come”;
3 Oh, to grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I'm con-strained to be;

N

[

= =

i
j

IR ERnT

g
I

il

—
AR A - F
streams of mer - cy, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud-est praise.

and I hope, by thy good plea-sure, safe-ly to ar - rive at home.
let that grace now like a  fet - ter bind my wan-d’ring heart to thee.
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While the hope of end-less glo - ry fills my heart with joy and love,
Je - sus sought me when a strang-er, wan-d’ring from the fold of God;
Prone to wan - der, Lord, I feel it; prone to  leave the God I love.
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teach me ev - er to a - dore thee; may I still thy good-ness prove.

he, to res - cue me from dan-ger, in - ter - posed his pre-cious blood.
Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts a - bove.
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Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt.
Music: NETTLETON, J. Wyeth, Repositorv of Sacred Music, PartII, 1813
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DISMISSAL

Asst. Min. Go in peace. Share the good news.
Congregation Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

“Festival Voluntary” - Flor Peeters

God Gathers Us

The sense of heartache that sets in when a treasured keepsake goes missing can be profound.
How many times have we panicked when searching for a special item that is not where we
think we left it? We may spend hours, days, months searching for what was lost, even when
the trail goes cold.

We ourselves tend to get lost from time to time. We forget where we belong. We lose track of
our belovedness. We grumble and complain, and the joy that once sustained us slips away.
This sort of separation is hard on our hearts. It is hard on our spirits. And it is hard on our
relationships. But these are exactly the places where Jesus meets us and regathers us into
God’s love. No matter where we find ourselves wandering, Jesus is there already, turning over
every last piece of furniture in the cosmic house to find us when we’ve gotten lost, to free us
when we’ve gotten lodged in difficult places. And when we are found, the heavens celebrate
with us, breaking bread and pouring wine and giving thanks for the chance to be together
again. What a remarkable thing!

Indeed, God has drawn near to us already. In bread and wine, in water and word, we know the
faithfulness of a God who won’t rest until we all are cared for and all of life’s relationships are
made right. We are, each and all, recipients of the generous love of the Christ who eats with us,
who seeks us out when we are lost, and who gathers us back again and again to celebrate
abundant life, togetherness, and the joy of restorative community.

Thanks be to God, who goes with us along the way and never ceases to gather us back into
such divine folds of love.
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Lutheran Church of the Redeemer

Children are welcome in our worship. There is a Hearing help available: We have personal hearing
children’s worship bulletin for them. If you prefer, a amplification units available for your use. Please
nursery and/or childcare is available for children up to speak with the person at the sound board.

age 3 during all worship services.
Church Phone: 703-356-3346
Email: church@redeemermclean.org

Sunday Services:
8:30 and 11 am for traditional services and 9:45 am for the contemporary service

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Amos 8:4-7 Psalm 113 1 Timothy 2:1-7 Luke 16:1-13

The flowers are given to the glory of God.

Today we are using Setting 3 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal.

CCLI Licenset# 1850655

Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home.



