
GOD’S PEOPLE HAVE HOPE 
THE BOOK OF REVELATION  

 
CHAPTERS 8:6 – 12  
February 8, 2023 

 
Chapter 8 and 9 – The Seventh Seal and the Seven Angels with Seven Trumpets  
We pick up where we left off last week.  After the 30 minutes of silence the trumpets sound 
and heaven and earth are linked in a chaotic and destructive way.  With the blast of the first 
trumpet hail is mixed with blood.  A third of the earth burned and a third of the threes burned 
and all the green grass burned.   
 
With the blast of the second trumpet the great, fiery mountain is cast into the sea.  It prefigures 
the fall of Babylon that is described in Chapter 18.  A third of the sea turns to blood with 
terrible consequences for life in the sea and for mariners.  It is possible that if John was writing 
after the eruption of Vesuvius in 79 AD this event might have made it into his imagination as he 
wrote this vision. 
 

     Side Note on Vesuvius – Reconstruction of the eruption and its  
     effects vary considerably in the details but have the same overall  
     features.   
 
     The eruption lasted two days.  Pliny the Younger is the author of  
     the only surviving written testimony.  He described the morning  
     before the eruption as normal (at least from the perspective of  
     where he was living which was 18 miles from the volcano).   
 
     Around 1 pm Mount Vesuvius erupted violently and blanketed  
     the area.  Lights seen on the mountain were interpreted as fires.  
     People fled for their lives.  The flow of the lava was rapid- 
     moving, dense, and very hot.   

 
Back to Revelation – The third trumpet blast leads to a third fiery bolt from heaven.  This time 
it is a star burning like a torch which has dire consequences for rivers and springs.  John names 
the star Wormwood (the prophet Amos talks of justice turning to wormwood in Amos 5 and 6).    
Many died as a result of the waters being made bitter.  It anticipates the bitterness John 
experiences when he devours the scroll of judgment in Chapter 10.   
 
The fourth trumpet blast leads to a third of the sun being struck.  Notice that throughout the 
series of trumpet blasts their effects befall a third of creation.  Now in verse 12 one-third of the 
sun, the moon, and the stars are affected.  It brings darkness upon the earth.  In verse 13 there 
is a solemn proclamation of woe proclaimed by an eagle.   
 
 



Significance of the One-Third 
In Chapter 6 the rider on the pale horse was followed by Hades.  They were given authority 
over one fourth of the earth.  They could kill with sword, famine, pestilence, and by the wild 
animals of the earth.  With the sound of the trumpets in Chapter 8 the angels sent down 
destructive elements that affected one-third of the earth.  The destruction increased and we 
will see if there is yet another increase by the end.   
 
Back to Revelation – Chapter 9 then continues with the blast of the fifth trumpet.  It heralds 
another star falling from heaven to earth.  A key is given to this star which opens the abyss (the 
abode of the beast).  The word abyss occurs here and in Romans 10:7 and Luke 8:31.  The angel 
of the abyss is identified as the Destroyer. 
 
When the angel opens the shaft of the bottomless pit smoke ascends.  Unlike the smoke of the 
incense (which mingled with the prayers of the saints) this smoke resembles smoke from a 
furnace.  It darkens the sun and pollutes the air and produces locusts on the earth which are 
given power like scorpions.  They are not to harm green things but are to torment the people 
for a period of five months (those who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads).  In 
Ezekiel 9 marking people against destruction was the role of the man clothed in linen.   
 

     The description of the locusts is quite terrible and I thought  
     a visual might help.  They are like armored horses ready for  
     battle.  This sets the scene for the battles to come which  
     will be between the forces of evil and Christ (and his  
     followers).   
 
     In the imagination of John various Old Testament passages  
     seem to be linked and may have contributed to the  
     terrifying description captured by him. 
  
 

In verse 12 John comments that the first woe has passed and that two more are to come.  This 
comes more than halfway through the sequences of seals, trumpets, and bowls.  Four seals and 
five trumpet blasts have brought acts of destruction.  Of the trumpet blasts eight have brought 
about destruction on earth.  We have not gotten to the bowls. 
 
The second woe passes after the sixth trumpet blast and the vision of the two witnesses.  One 
more woe will be described in 11:14.  The messianic woes are a consistent feature of 
apocalyptic literature found in Mark 13 and Matthew 24.  The woes of Jesus fall upon the cities 
and upon the betrayer.   
 
At the blast of the sixth trumpet a voice is heard from the altar which sounds as if it comes from 
the horns of the altar.  The angel is commanded to loose the angels that are bound at the 
Euphrates.  Once more chaos returns to the earth.  They are allowed to kill one-third of 
humanity.   



 
This horrific picture of destruction is interpreted by a comment from John that will appear later 
in 16:9.  Instead of being led to repentance by these calamities, humankind continues in its old 
ways.  The need for repentance was the consistent theme of the letters to the angels with the 
exception of Smyrna and Philadelphia.  The fragment of humankind that has not survived the 
plagues does not repent of the work of their hands or their idolatry.   
 
Reflection – Revelation pauses throughout to comment on the inability of humanity to 
understand what is happening and why it is happening and therefore does not seem to want to 
repent.  Humans long for release but do not find it.  When we are brought face-to-face with the 
full horror of the world we know it leads to darkness.  But we seem to have an unending ability 
to forget about the grace of God which prevents us to have a change of heart that can enable 
us (and the world) to follow the way of the Lamb.  In Revelation in the midst of the growing 
chaos life goes on as before with no sense (on the part of humanity) that anything is amiss with 
the way that they are conducting themselves.  We can refer back to Luke 17:27-33. 
 
Chapter 10 – The Vision of the Strong Angel and the Command to Prophesy 
More angels descend from heaven to earth.  This time a mighty angel comes wrapped in a 
cloud and with a rainbow over his head.  The physical destruction described in Chapter 9 is 
replaced by a different kind of devastation (that of the prophetic word).   
 
John is about to write down what the seven thunders have spoken but a voice from heaven 
commands him to seal up what they have said and not write it down.  What the seven thunders 
say must remain a mystery and not be part of this book of prophecy.  The angel reveals that the 
mystery is moving towards its climax.   
 
Starting in verse 8 John is now commanded by the voice from heaven to take the scroll from the 
angel.  In the spirit of Ezekiel John takes the scroll and devours it.   
 
Ezekiel 3:1-3 
He said to me – O mortal, eat what is offered to you; eat this scroll, and go, speak to the house 
of Israel.  So I opened my mouth, and he gave me the scroll to eat.  He said to me – Mortal, eat 
this scroll that I give you and fill your stomach with it.  Then I ate it; and in my mouth it was as 
sweet as honey. 
 
Revelation 10:9-10 
So I went to the angel and told hm to give me the little scroll; and he said to me – Take it and 
eat; it will be bitter to your stomach, but sweet as honey in your mouth.  So I took the little scroll 
from the hand of the angel and ate it; it was sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten 
it, my stomach was made bitter. 
 
 
 



For both Ezekiel and John the words are full of lamentation and woe.  The temporary sweetness 
of the scroll’s message cannot disguise the necessity of a word of judgment which has to 
proceed from the mouth of the prophet.  It places the prophet at odds with other people which 
Jeremiah also understood well.   
 
Chapter 11 – The Two Witnesses 
The scene changes.  John is given a measuring rod and will himself measure the temple of God, 
the altar, and the worshipers.  Attempts to relate the incident to specific events in the Second 
Temple period (especially during the siege of Jerusalem by the Romans in 66-70 AD) have failed 
to carry real similarities although it cannot be ruled out that the incident might have been 
altered in John’s imagination (that he once more attempts to put into words).   
 
Side Note on Siege of Jerusalem – One of the most important historical paintings of the Judeo-
Christian Era (The Siege and Destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans under the command of 
Titus, AD 70) was painted between 1847 and 1849 by the British artist, David Roberts, in 
London.  The oil painting is 7 feet by 12 feet.   
 
 

 
 

 
The painting depicts in graphic detail the dramatic dying moments of the city of Jerusalem and 
the Temple in the climatic event of the great Jewish Revolt against Rome.  The artist’s accuracy 
was attributed to his adherence to definitive descriptions of the holocaust by the Jewish 
historian, Flavius Josephus, an eye-witness to what took place.   
 



Back to Revelation – John is given strict instructions not to measure the outer part of the 
temple.  This is because it has been given over to the nations who will trample upon the holy 
city for forty-two months.  The time span suggests a finite period.  In Ezekiel 43:10-11 the 
temple measurement appears to be a blueprint for a restored Jerusalem.   
 
John’s vision is of a space for God (restricted in scope) since the outer margins do not belong (at 
least in the short term) to God and are therefore not to be measured.  No such restrictions will 
apply once we get to Chapter 21. 
 
Starting in verse 3 the two witnesses are given authority to prophesy as they stand before the 
Lord of the earth.  They are protected from harm but only for the time it takes to complete 
their testimony.  Fire from their mouths destroys their enemies.  Their testimony is brought to 
an end when they are killed by the beast who comes from the abyss.  However, the power of 
the beast will not last long.   
 
The bodies of the dead witnesses will suffer the ultimate indignity of being left on the open 
streets of the great city (a place where life is unpredictable and there is little protection for the 
injured and vulnerable).  It is a place called Sodom and Egypt.  It is a place of rebellion and 
persecution and is linked with the place where their Lord was crucified.   
 
In verse 11 the resuscitation of the two witnesses comes from God’s life-giving Spirit.  That 
action is followed by a summons from a great voice in heaven which tells them to Come up 
here!  It is the same command that was made to John in 4:1.  The ascent of the witnesses to 
heaven in a cloud mirrors the ascension of their Lord. 
 
A great earthquake follows their ascent.  The reaction to the earthquake is one of fear as 
people see the witnesses standing upright.  Once more there is no mention made of their 
repentance and later we will see that humanity instead blasphemes God.  So what is presented 
here is a temporary recognition of God’s greatness.  The people acknowledge that they are 
experiencing the wrath of God but have not converted to the ways of God.   
 
The seventh trumpet blast is accompanied by great shouts in heaven.  At this point in the vision 
the heavenly voices assert the transfer of kingship to God.  God has taken power and reigns.  
Like in Psalm 2 a change of rulers results in a period of instability and disorder as the nations 
conspire against the Lord’s anointed one.   
 
Their plot to shake off the yoke of God’s dominion and the control of God’s anointed one is 
thwarted by the divine proclamation reasserting the inheritance of the nations for the Messiah.  
The plagues of these middle chapters may be understood then as the process by which the 
king’s power and authority are established.  It was only then that the benefits of the new reign 
could be felt (when all that stood in the way of the new rule had been put aside). 
 
The assertion of divine sovereignty prompts further worship.   
Prayers of thanksgiving are offered to God.   



Revelation 12 – The Woman and the Dragon  
We now have an abrupt transition.  John speaks of the appearance of a pregnant woman 
clothed with the sun and with the moon under her feet.  There is a golden crown with twelve 
stars on her head.  She is in agony which is the same Greek word that is used to describe the 
experience of the inhabitants of the world as the judgment comes in 9:5.  In Matthew 24:8 and 
Mark 13:8 childbirth is used as a metaphor for the birth of the reign of God.  Paul uses the 
metaphor to describe creation as it awaits its future glory.   
 
Another sign appears in heaven alongside the first.  It is a great dragon whose appearance is 
fiery.  The dragon stands in the presence of the woman and is a lurking and threatening 
presence.   
 
Once the baby is born and snatched up to heaven the woman flees into the desert or 
wilderness.  It is the place where John will later be taken to see Babylon.  The desert will give 
John a different perspective and should not be seen as a harsh and forbidding place.  It is the 
place that God has prepared for the woman (where she will be nourished).  In the gospels the 
desert is the place where the voice cries out and the Messiah emerges (on the margins of life).   
 
The period of her nurture is 1,260 days and is roughly the same amount of time the nations will 
trample over the holy city.  The situation of the woman contrasts with that of the dragon which 
will have no place in heaven.  The flight of the woman is reminiscent of that of the parents of 
Jesus when they fled to Egypt with their newborn (to a place prepared by God).  Another 
parallel is with Hagar who found relief in the wilderness after being ill-treated by Sarah and 
rejected by Abraham.   
 
And then in verse 7 there is mention of a war in heaven.  This war has great significance for 
humankind.  Michael leads the fight against the dragon.  This is the only reference to the 
archangel Michael in Revelation.  Elsewhere in the New Testament he is mentioned in Jude 9.  
He is the angelic protector of the people of God and their advocate in heaven.  That role is 
assumed by the ascended Christ on Romans 8:34. 
 
In the battle the dragon and his angels are defeated.  It indicates that there is no place this side 
of the New Jerusalem that is immune from the struggle with the forces of darkness.  The dragon 
is cast out and accompanies the stars, the fiery mountain, and the hail that falls to the earth.   
 
In verse 10 a voice is heard in heaven and the moment has come.  This hymn includes a 
reference to the kingdom and salvation.  The kingdom belongs to God and the rule of the 
Messiah.  Here the kingdom of God is closely related to Satan’s ejection from heaven.  This 
verse reflects an ancient understanding of Satan as a fallen angel and as a heavenly prosecutor 
(like in Job) and is another reminder that heaven is not without threat or conflict.  In the 
gospels Satan has a testing role.  In the epistles Paul offers a picture of Satan as lord of a realm 
that is outside that of Christ. 
 



What is significant is that the obstacle to have access to God is removed.  Salvation can now be 
enjoyed by those who have been conquered by the blood of the Lamb.  Satan was conquered in 
three ways: through the blood of the Lamb, with the word of their testimony, and by virtue of 
the fact that they did not cling to life even in the face of death.  What at first seemed to be 
threatening is shown to be an empty sham.   
 
Starting in verse 13 the woman reappears and is pursued by the dragon.  Satan is defeated and 
cannot conquer the woman and her offspring no matter how vigorous the persecution.  The 
woman once more escapes to her place in the desert where she is nourished.  The dragon (now 
referred to as the serpent) tries to sweep her away with a flood.  She is protected.   
 
The anger of the devil leads him to make war on the rest of her seed (the people of God).  Her 
seed are those who keep the commandments of God and hold the testimony of Jesus.  The 
defeat and rejection of Satan have provoked his wrath.  It will mean war on the saints who are 
linked with the One who will rule the nations with an iron rod.  The war in heaven now has its 
earthly counterpart as the multitude who have washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb must engage in the struggle with Satan’s earthly representative, the beast.   
 
The vision of John ends abruptly with the sight of Satan standing on the seashore on the brink 
of the abyss.  It is the place from which the beast will rise to try the faithfulness of the saints.   
 
Comment – Revelation differentiates sharply between good and evil but it refuses to allow us 
complete certainty and satisfaction of knowing who is in the group of the elect and who is 
outside.  There is not a simple division between the church and the world.  The letters to the 
seven churches indicate that uncleanness and fornication were present in the churches just as 
they were in the world.  The pollution and nakedness that become a later threat can already be 
found in the churches.  It is why there are no grounds for complacency.   
 
There was (and is) a need for vigilance and the endeavor to keep one’s robes clean.  The 
practices of the early church can be compromised.  The only mark of true religion is based on a 
prophetic witness that refuses to accept the mark of the beast.  According to Revelation this  
(not membership in the Christian church or being a pillar of society) is the criterion for inclusion 
in the book of life. 
 
Next Session on February 15 
Chapters 13-14  

 


