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Something to Ponder  
I discovered a resource (prophecyandtruth.com) that laid out this theory: In Revelation we have 
three different accounts of the same end time story (three versions of the same story based on 
seven seals and seven trumpets and seven bowls).  These accounts are all different but do they 
have a common intersection point (just as we have four accounts of the life of Christ in 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John)?  I found this chart that compares the sixth seal in Revelation 
6, the seventh trumpet in Revelation 11, and the seventh bowl in Revelation 16.  It also puts 
these texts next to Matthew 24 and Ezekiel 38.  Is the Book of Revelation chronological or does 
it offer us three different perspectives of the same event?  It is something to consider.   
 

 
 

https://www.prophecyandtruth.com/images/chartA1.png


In these next two chapters we see more clearly the attitude of John towards the eschatological 
Babylon and to first-century Rome.  The condemnation of Rome found here stands in contrast 
to the more moderate position taken toward Rome by those in the early church.  In Romans 
13:1-2 it reads: 
 

Let every person be subject to the governing authorities; for there is no authority except 
from God, and those authorities that exist have been instituted by God.  Therefore who-
ever resists authority resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur 
judgment.   
 

It is also true that Rome changed its attitudes towards the church over the years.  At first it gave 
a level of protection to the early church and considered it to be merely an offshoot of Judaism 
which was a legal religion.  All of that changed under the emperor Nero who made the 
Christians his scapegoats for the great fire of Rome.  Succeeding emperors persecuted the 
church which culminated in the vicious persecution under Domitian.   
 
Based on all of this history the author of Revelation is portraying (in a prophetic manner) the 
ultimate collapse of a vindictive world that turned away from God and that was determined to 
defeat the purpose of God in history.   
 
Chapter 18 – The Fall of Babylon  
John sees another angel descending from heaven.  The angel comes with authority and with 
such splendor that the whole earth is illuminated.  We hear a final assertion that Babylon has 
fallen.  The words are similar to the language used to describe the fall of Babylon in the Old 
Testament (Isaiah 13:19-22).  The reason for the fall of Babylon is that she has corrupted the 
nations of the earth.  She has seduced the nations to follow the beast.  She lured them with 
extravagant riches.   
 

     Babylon here is viewed here from a political and  
     economic perspective.  As we talked about last week  
     the term Babylon (in Scripture) is more than a  
     reference to the false religion of the ancient city.   
 
     Out of ancient Babylon also came the political power 
     represented by King Nebuchadnezzar.  Looking back 
     at Chapter 17 it seems those verses dealt more with  
     the religious aspect of the city and this chapter with  
     the political and economic aspects of Babylon. 
 

The people of God are warned against getting trapped by the seductive powers of the beast.  
They were to flee Babylon lest they share in her coming destruction.  Isaiah spoke similar words 
in 52:11 – Depart, depart, go out from there!  Touch no unclean thing.  Go out from the midst 
of it and purify yourselves, you who carry the vessels of the Lord.   
 



Side Note: A kind spirit and love for one’s enemies is one of the most characteristic marks of a 
disciple.  As Christians we are to bless those who persecute us and never repay evil for evil.  
However, this does not cancel out the final divine vindication.  The theme of divine justice is 
found in both the Old and New Testaments. 
 
Side Note: From Living Lutheran – Justice (July 20, 2015) by Peter Marty 
Jesus more interested in providing what people need, not deserve   
We define justice by describing what it means to be fair and what it means for people to get 
what they deserve.  It makes us think about Lady Justice, the blindfolded woman holding a pair 
of scales and a sword.  She is often placed over the entry doors of courthouses.  She sits over all 
who enter to remind them that justice is supposed to be impartial, detached, fair, and 
sometimes punishing. 
 
We talk about equal rights, equal pay for equal work, equal opportunity in employment and all 
people being created equal.  Yet in the Bible it never speaks of the pursuit of equality or equity.  
When God gets involved with justice, it is about making things right in God’s own way.  God 
goes beyond fairness when dealing with us.  We end up receiving something far better than our 
due and more generous than what the law requires.  We end up with a gracious love that we do 
not deserve.   
 
This blessing is the result of a God who keeps justice and love held closely together.  The love of 
God keeps the justice of God from becoming too harsh.  And the justice of God keeps the love 
of God from becoming too sentimental. 
 
For his part, Jesus never seemed to hold much interest in people getting what they deserve.  
Far more important to him was providing people with what they need.  Righteous exceeds fair 
play.  More than getting the rules right or meting out punishment, divine justice seeks the 
rightful distribution of the fruits of the earth to all the earth’s inhabitants.  Charity gives bread 
to people who are hungry.  Justice addresses the systemic causes behind their hunger.  In 
Hebrew there is a word that combines both charity and justice – tzedakah – which is translated 
as righteousness.  It means everyone has a basic right to the essentials of a dignified life.   
 
Back to Revelation 18 
There was no mourning after the destruction of the woman in Chapter 17 but the kings of the 
earth (as well as the merchants) mourn the passing of Babylon.  These are the people who 
profited by their relationship with her.  The cries are not over the city itself but over the loss of 
power and wealth.  These kings of the earth are not the ten kings of Chapter 17 who were 
utterly loyal to the beast and joined with him in his war against the Lamb.  Rather these 
represent the nations of the earth who have allowed themselves to be seduced by the whore of 
Babylon into a life of excess.   
 
Their mourning is reminiscent of the hopeless wailing of those who mourn the passing of loved 
ones.  In this case it is characterized by fear lest they have the same judgment placed on them 
that has overcome the city .  For this reason they stand afar off.   



Is it ever too late for God’s mercy? 
 
Side Note: From Living Lutheran – Mercy (July 10, 2015) by Peter Marty  
Mercy is at the heart of God and is the deepest quality of God’s compassion  
I am on a roll with Living Lutheran and Peter Marty.  In this article he talks about Tony Campolo 
who (in a sermon) preached shortly after the United States elected to invade Iraq.  Campolo 
offered a passionate policy idea.  As a suggestion for deposing Saddam Hussein, he proposed 
we airdrop thousands of tons of food and medicine on population centers across Iraq.  Asked 
for justification behind this unusual shock and awe diplomacy, Campolo had a straightforward 
reply: Mercy.   
 
Are we ready to love mercy in our less than merciful culture?  Revenge has an impressive reach 
in our society, just as it exercises a powerful grip on many a mind.  If we could realize how much 
we depend on mercy in a personal way, we might adjust some of our retributive instincts.  
Notive how often we demand a God of justice for others, but how much we need a God of 
mercy for ourselves.   
 
Mercy is at the heart of God, the deepest quality of God’s compassion.  Mercy is simply the way 
God is.  And Jesus Christ, who becomes the face of God for the Christian community is what 
Will Willimon calls mercy in motion.   
 
Back to Revelation 18 
We return to the merchants lamenting the loss of the great city in the same way as the kings.  
They experience significant losses and separate themselves from the city lest they get caught in 
the destruction.  In contrast to the transitory wealth and glory of this world (which are 
consumed by the great judgment of God) are the true riches of faith and devotion to God.   
In contrast to the grief overtaking worldly rulers and merchants by the destruction of Babylon, 
those in heaven are called upon to rejoice at the righteous judgment of God.  It is another case 
where the righteous ultimately triumph after so much suffering.  The joy is the vindication of 
God’s justice and righteousness.   
 
We need to remember that in these visions the background for these songs of praise is the 
question of whether the rule of God or the deceptive power of Satan is to triumph in human 
affairs.  In Matthew 24 the time of the great tribulation will be a period when Satan will be 
allowed to do his worst.  As terrible as this period is, it will only be temporary.  The destruction 
of all that is evil (Babylon) will mean that God, the eternal judge, has finally given judgment for 
his people against Satan. 
 
John in his vision now sees a mighty angel throw a stone like a great millstone into the sea.  It 
portrays the violent downfall of the great city.  A similar instance is found in Jeremiah 51:61-64.  
In Jeremiah a prince who accompanied Zedekiah into Babylon was instructed (after reading the 
book of Jeremiah) to bind a stone to it and cast it into the midst of the Euphrates.  In a similar 
way the millstone in Revelation is cast into the sea.  Babylon will be found no more.  The 
expression occurs seven times with minor variations. 



 
Everything that characterized its life and luxurious existence became silent.  The fine craftsmen 
who produced the lavish goods were no longer to be found.  The light of the candle went out 
and the city became cold and dead.  The greatness that was the secret of Babylon’s rise in 
power and influence made her downfall all the more  impressive.   
 
Chapter 19 
The chapter starts with the word that we do not say during Lent – Hallelujah!  It is an 
exclamation of praise derived from two Hebrew words that mean Praise the Lord.  It is used 
often in the psalms but never in the New Testament except in verses 1,3, 4, and 6.  It 
announces that judgment alone was not the point of the previous destruction.  The fall of 
Babylon was a necessary part of the ultimate promise of salvation. 
 
The influence of Babylon infected the whole earth (not unlike the story of the flood).  Now that 
it is destroyed and gone, the way has been prepared for the coming of the kingdom.  The 
twenty-four elders and the four living creatures appear for the last time in Revelation.  It is 
fitting that their last cry is Amen!  Hallelujah! 
 
The scene shifts again and John is witness to the final triumph of the Lamb.  That which was 
announced in 11:15 is now enacted.  John announces the marriage of the Lamb.  The metaphor 
which is used is based on Jewish wedding customs of the first century.   
 
Side Note 
Within the ancient Jewish marriage practices there were four stages.  First there was the pledge 
or promise.  Most often families would get together when their children were very young (six or 
seven years old) and arrange the marriage.  When the young girl came of age there would be a 
public ceremony when the young man would offer a cup of wine to his intended.  This was 
stage two.   
 
If she accepted and drinks the wine then the official year of betrothal began.  Within this year 
the bride and bridegroom lived separately with their respective families but lived as completely 
committed to the other.  It was legally binding.  During this time the groom found, prepared, 
and/or built their home under the supervision of his father.  It was the father of the groom that 
determined that the home was ready and the wedding could take place.  The bride also 
prepared by sewing and weaving for their future life together.   
 
About a year later the families would celebrate the final coming together of the bride and 
groom with a wedding feast.  The celebration begins with the bride adorning herself and 
preparing herself to meet her groom (Revelation 19:7 and 8).  Once the bride was prepared she 
(along with her family and friends) processed through the town arriving at the home of the 
groom where she was announced (Revelation 19:9) and accepted with joyous celebration by all 
(Revelation 21).   
 



In our day the wedding feast would be a three to four hour celebration.  In the time of Christ 
the wedding feast lasted at least a week.  Finally, when the time was right, with great fanfare 
the groom would come to his bride and carry her off to their home to consummate the 
relationship.  From that point on they would live together as one in a covenant relationship of 
love.   
 
In Revelation the wedding feast will last throughout eternity. 
 
Back to Revelation 19 
The focus shifts to the wedding guests.  The church is both bride and guests.  The long-awaited 
event happens at last: Christ returns to deal with the powers of evil, clad as a warrior on a 
white horse with the army of heaven behind him.   
 
In contrast to the seven crowns of the dragon and the ten crowns of the beast, Jesus has many 
crowns.  In verse 11 he is named Faithful and True and in verse 13 he is named Word of God 
(back to the Gospel of John).  There is yet another name that remains hidden from people.  The 
idea is that the secret name expresses the true essence of Christ which cannot be grasped by 
human minds. 
 
In verse 13 the robe dipped in blood is not his own blood but that of the battle.  In this instance 
Jesus does not come as the redeemer who dies for sins but as the warrior who conquers evil.  In 
Isaiah 6:1-6 we also heard about a figure who has the blood of his enemies on his garments.   
 
In verse 15 there are three symbols that are all taken from the Old Testament.  They describe 
the actions of the warrior.  First the weapon which he uses in this battle comes from his mouth, 
an image that is drawn from Isaiah 11:4.  His sword is his word, the same word which was the 
source of all creation.  He rules with a rod of iron, an image taken from Psalm 2:9.  Such a rod 
speaks not of governing but of destruction.  He also treads the winepress which is a very 
familiar image in Revelation which we also find in Isaiah 63:3. 
 
Jesus is given another name – King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  Then in verse 17 the battle of 
Armageddon begins between Christ and the antichrist.  It reflects back on the battle between 
God and Satan in Chapter 12.  As before John does not describe the event but simply 
announces that it has taken place.  Following this battle Christ will do battle with Satan. 
 
The gruesome meal contrasts sharply with the wedding feast.  It affects all who bear the mark 
of the beast.  As they gather, the beast is at the head of the army along with the kings of the 
earth.  The war itself is not described, only its outcome.  The armies were slain by the sword of 
the rider.  Grant mercy to us, O Lord! 
 
Next Bible Study Session on March 15 
Revelation 20-22 


