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Chapter 13 – The First and Second Beast   
Chapter 12 ended with the dragon standing on the seashore.  He was filled with rage.  Twice he 
was outdone by the woman who now resided in the wilderness.  She was being taken care of by 
God but the dragon was thrown down to earth.  In response the dragon was ready to make war 
on the offspring of this woman.  The immediacy of the threat to the earth and its inhabitants is 
now set before us in this vision.   
 
As the chapter opens a new beast appears from the sea.  The beast has ten horns and seven 
heads and crowns on its horns.  On its heads are blasphemous names.  It is in sharp contrast to 
the names of God and the Lamb which are written on the foreheads of the inhabitants of the 
New Jerusalem.  It seems as if the first three (of four) beasts found in Daniel 7:4-6 are merged 
into one.  The dragon of Chapter 12 gives this beast its power, its authority, and its throne (the 
very throne that the angel of Pergamum had been warned about earlier).  One of the heads 
resembles that of the Lamb in that it is described as having received a death blow and the 
mortal wound had been healed.   
 
In the face of the dragon’s power the whole world follows after it in amazement and worships it 
(an activity reserved for God).  The question in verse 4: Who is like the beast? mirrors the 
sentiment expressed by the Israelites in Exodus when they speak about God.  In Revelation it 
takes it a step further and the whole earth also asks Who can make war against him?  It seems 
as if their amazement is a combination of a sense of awe at the military power of the beast and 
a sense of despair.  There seems to be no alterative or any way out of their situation but to 
obey the beast.   
 
In verse 5 permission is now given to the beast to exercise authority for forty-nine months.  The 
dragon has transferred its power and authority to the beast.  The permission is now set in the 
context of a higher power allowing things to happen within divine providence (much like in the 
Book of Job).  The beast not only blasphemes the name of God but also the dwelling place of 
God.  The beast is also engaged in hostile actions against the saints.   
 
Verse 8 is interesting.  It refers to the Book of Life which will not be opened until Chapter 20 
when the ultimate judgment will take place and the names in the book will be revealed.  The 
reality is that the threat mentioned in this verse is for all the people on earth (believers and 
unbelievers alike).  It implies that one’s name can be removed from the book.  The criterion for 
inclusion in the Book of Life is to resist worshipping the beast.  The ultimate apocalyptic sign is 
an executed victim (the Lamb).  The Lamb is part of the divine mystery.  The Lamb was slain, a 
victim of injustice, yet a faithful and true witness.   
 



Verse 9 and 10 interrupt the vision.  The verses suggest the necessity of accepting the 
constraints placed on discipleship.  Believers are to remain attentive and patient and faithful.  
Revelation is full of calls to resistance mingled with patient endurance (particularly in the 
context of not being taken in by the allures of the beast).  It also seems to state the need to 
accept the ill treatment meted out without rebellion. 
 
In verse 11 a second beast is seen that arises from the land.  This beast acts as an agent of the 
first beast and exercises its authority as a kind of high ranking official.  The function of this new 
beast is to make the earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast.  It performed great signs 
(it is the same Greek word used for portents in Matthew 24 and is associated with false 
prophets).  Later this beast will also be considered among the false prophets.   
 
Like Satan the second beast is a deceiver.  The signs he performs deceive in order to persuade 
the inhabitants of the earth to make an image for the beast that had been wounded by the 
sword.  It is to become an object of worship.   
 

 
     The reference to the image of the beast and the more specific  
     description of the wound of the beast have led some scholars to 
     suppose these refer to specific historical events.  The beast may reflect  
     Nero who was assassinated in 68 CE but was widely rumored to have     
     escaped death and fled to the east (where he was on the point of  
     coming back as emperor).   
 
     This legend is included in Suetonius’s Life of Nero.   
 
 

In fact twenty years later (90 CE) when I was a young man, a person of obscure origin 
appeared who gave out that he was Nero, and the name was still in favor with the Parthians 
that they supported him vigorously and surrendered him with great reluctance.   
 

Side Note: Suetonius’ family was of the knightly class.  He was a friend and protégé of Pliny the 
Younger.  He studied and then abandoned the law as a career.  Upon the accession of Emperor 
Hadrian in 117 CE he entered the imperial service and held the posts of controller of the Roman 
libraries, keeper of the archives, and adviser to the emperor on cultural matters.  In 122 he 
devoted himself to literary pursuits. 
 
Back to Revelation: The worship of the image of the beast has been linked with the imperial 
cult which was particularly wide-spread in the areas of the churches whose angels are 
addressed by John.  Emperor worship had become part of their daily life.   
 
 
 



The instruction that proceeds from the mouth of the image is to be rejected because it affects 
the eternal destiny of the readers of the book.  The oracle that comes from the image threatens 
death to those who do not worship the image of the beast as in Daniel 3:5-6.  This threat is all-
encompassing and covers all branches of society.  The inclusion of the small as well as the great 
is a reminder that all people are subject to the distortions of power and can be misled by it.   
 
This act of worship is not a private matter for those who worship the beast will receive a mark 
on their right hand or on their forehead.  It is in contrast to those who stand with the Lamb who 
are marked with the name of the Lamb and of God.   
 
There are public, social, and economic consequences for those who resist.  However those who 
were bought with the blood of the Lamb should do everything to resist.  The present disruption 
of their daily lives is a temporary hardship compared with the wider disruption which will take 
place when Babylon is destroyed.   
 
666: The number 666 has attracted much attention from Christians and Jewish communities.  
The Jewish scholars worked out a numerical value for their letters (a technique called 
gematria).  The numerical value of the name Nero Caesar in Hebrew is 666.  The variant reading 
is 616 because the Latin form of his name when written in Hebrew characters is equivalent to 
616.  Others suggest that 666 represents a contrast with the numerical value of the Greek for 
Jesus which is 888.   
 
But there is also this!  Within the context of Revelation the number 7 (used of angels, churches, 
seals, trumpets, and bowls) implies completeness.  The number 6 three times over (as in 666) 
falls one short of the number of perfection.  This falling short is also evident in the interruption 
after the sixth seal and the sixth trumpet.  The beast seems to be near perfection since it is a 
caricature of the Lamb who was slain.  On the outside it has most of the hallmarks of the truth 
and so it can easily deceive.  For this reason it must (at all costs) be resisted.  It thinks it has 
ultimate power and wisdom but it does not in the long term.   
 
Reflection: The beast is the incarnation of the powers of evil and attracts universal admiration 
for its military power and for acts that appear to be beneficial.  The people feel pressure to 
conform.  Those who refuse to do so face severe consequences.  Because the beast has some of 
the characteristics of the Lamb we can understand how easily it is for people to be deceived 
and how watchful one has to be to avoid being taken in by what seems plausible.   
 
In John’s vision the task of the beast that arises out of the land is to persuade ordinary people 
that what they see in the first beast is normal and admirable.  It is a pointed reminder of the 
ease with which the powers of evil can seduce us.  In history we have classified Hitler and Stalin 
and their supporters as evil people who were responsible for grave crimes against humanity.  
But they would not have been able to commit atrocities without the support of ordinary people 
who maintained a low profile or looked away.  
 
 



Chapter 14 – The Lamb and the 144,000 
John sees yet another vision.  He sees the Lamb once more but this time the Lamb is standing 
on Mount Zion.  Mount Zion is the site of God’s presence.  The Lamb is attended by 144,000 
righteous people.  These persons are distinguished by the name of the Lamb and the name of 
the Father of the Lamb on their foreheads.  God referred to as the Lamb’s Father is found only 
here.  Elsewhere God is referred to as the heavenly Father of the Son of Man.   
 

 
 
There is an obvious contrast with the previous vision where those who worship the beast are 
marked.  In the case of the righteous a name is written on the foreheads of the 144,000 and not 
just a mark.  What is written is sacred.  It not only is the means of signifying who among them is 
of God but also because it is the name of God.   
 
The 144,000 sing a new song as did the elders and creatures around the throne when the Lamb 
took the scroll in 5:8.  Now the multitude sing a new song in the presence of the throne and its 
attendants.  The song is a mystery to all but those who have been redeemed from the earth.  
Only the 144,000 can learn this song.   
 
Who is this multitude?  We hear a description of them.  They have not defiled themselves with 
women which implies abstinence from sexual activity.  They follow the Lamb wherever he goes.  
No lie can be found in their mouths and therefore they are blameless.     
 
Before we get too upset about the male-only world we would be wise to read this description 
of those who accompany the Lamb on Mount Zion in the same way in which we read so many 
of the other images in these visions (metaphorically rather than literally).  It is unlikely that 
these men are supposed to be actual virgins.  The metaphor is used to evoke a sense of purity 
and distinctiveness.  The followers of the Lamb are seen as an army of people who are in a state 
of ritual purity (appropriate for those who fight a holy war).  It is parallel to how the imagery of 
fornication represents idolatry.   
 
John also describes the assembled host as a first fruits.  In other words, this is not the sum total 
of the elect but a foretaste of that great harvest of the elect which is still to be revealed.  By 
contrast with what comes from the mouth of the beast in the previous vision what proceeds 
from the mouths of these people contains nothing but the truth.  



It will characterize life in the New Jerusalem.  Being without blame is expected of those who are 
found worthy to stand in the divine presence.   
 
Side Note: The military imagery in these verses can be compared with the War Scroll found in 
the Dead Sea Scrolls.  Found in these texts are the inventory of preparations necessary for the 
fight between the sons of  light and the sons of darkness.  Like in Revelation this battle is not 
between humans alone but between angelic forces who fight alongside humans. 
 

     The scroll discusses two wars – the War against the  
     Kittim and the War of Divisions.  The War against  
     the Kittim includes a single confrontation fought in  
     seven stages during a single day.  The War of  
     Divisions lasts for forty years.   
 
     After summarizing the wars the document goes on 
     to describe the various inscriptions on trumpets,  
     banners, and equipment.   

 
It also goes into detail discussing the wide array of military maneuvers and strategies used by 
both sides.  This work is not (strictly speaking) an apocalypse and it lacks a messianic figure.  
Certain details, such as the advanced age of the combatants and the leadership of the priests, 
point to the idealistic nature of the war.  Nonetheless the scroll may reflect genuine political 
tension in Judea between the Romans and the Jewish communities which would culminate in 
the outbreak of revolt in 66 CE.   
 
Back to Revelation: In the war that takes place in heaven in Chapter 12 the elect do not fight.  
The warfare of the elect is conducted with other weapons: endurance, witness, prophecy, 
obedience to God, and remaining loyal to Jesus.   
 
In verse 6 John sees an angel flying in mid-heaven and who is proclaiming an eternal gospel.  
The message of the angel is simple – Fear God and give him glory for the hour of his judgment 
has come.  The angel utters a demand to worship the Creator rather than the creature.  The 
message is not far removed from Mark 1:15.  In Revelation the command is to fear God and in 
Mark the command is to repent.  In both passages the presence of a time of crisis is stressed.  In 
both cases that crisis is set in the context of a struggle with the powers of the world.  The  
coming of the gospel provokes the possibility of rejection and judgment.   
 
The first angel is followed by another who proclaims the fall of Babylon (the first reference to 
Babylon in the vision).  The offense of Babylon was that the people did not worship God and did 
not keep his commandments.  When the third angel comes it pronounces the torment of those 
who worship the beast.  In this case the presence of the Lamb and the angels is not a blessing 
but judgment. 
 



In the midst of these dire warnings and judgments there is a message for the saints.  Endurance 
consists in keeping the commandments of God and holding fast to the faithfulness of Jesus.  
Endurance is a key characteristic required of the angels of the seven churches and is particularly 
necessary in the face of the demands of the beast.  The prerequisite of humanity is to repent of 
their evil deeds. 
 
In verse 14 John now sees a white cloud and on it is one like a Son of Man.  This Son of Man has 
a golden crown and holds a sharp sickle in his hand.  In words that we hear in Joel 3:13 the one 
seated on the throne is commanded to use his sickle to begin the harvest of the earth.  We note 
that this is not just of its inhabitants but of the whole earth.  Oh how the blood of judgment 
flows.  Elsewhere in Revelation there is no reference to the shedding of the blood of those 
being judged.  Instead the blood that is shed is that of the Lamb and of the martyrs.   
 
In light of the rest of the vision and the reference to first fruits earlier in the chapter John seems 
to believe that the servants of God will not (or did not) escape.  They find themselves in their 
time of trial when they must resist and will be martyred as a result. 
 
Reflection: The clear contrast between the Lamb and the beast foreshadows Ignatius of 
Loyola’s meditation on Two Standards in his Spiritual Exercises. Here are some quotes: 
 
This is the history.  Here it will be that Christ calls and wants all beneath his standard, and 
Lucifer, on the other hand, wants all under his . . .  
 
This is a mental representation of the place.  It will be here to see a great plain, compromising 
the whole region about Jerusalem, where the sovereign Commander-in-Chief of all the good is 
Christ our Lord; and another plain about the region of Babylon where the chief of the enemy is 
Lucifer . . .  
 
Consider the address which Lucifer makes, how he goads demons to lay snares for humanity 
and bind them with chains.  First they are to tempt them to covet riches (as Satan is 
accustomed to do in most cases) that they may the more easily attain the empty honors of this 
world and then come to overweening pride . . .  
 
Consider the address which Christ our Lord makes to all his servants and friends whom he sends 
on this enterprise, recommending them to seek to help all, first by attracting them to the 
highest spiritual poverty, and should it please the Divine Majesty . . . even to actual poverty.  
Secondly they should lead them to a desire for insults and contempt, for from these springs 
humility (137-138) 
 
Reflection: The chapter stresses with the utmost seriousness the choices we make and then 
consequences of those choices (Sunday sermon).  Its function is not to scare us but to move us 
to think anew and to allow our perspective to be changed.  These visions portray with great 
imagination the consequences of failing to respond rather than to describe in minute detail the 
future of the world.   



Wednesday, February 22 
Ash Wednesday services at 12 pm and 7:30 pm  
Dinner at 6:30 pm  
 
Next Bible Study Session on March 1 
Revelation 15-17 
 
 


