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As citizen of the United States of America we value our freedom. It is 

central to who we are and is the benchmark by which we measure our 

right to vote, our right to speak, our right to make public whatever is 

on our minds, our right to assemble peaceably for the sake of a cause 

we are passionate about, our right to bear arms, and our right to equal 

justice for all (just to name a few).   
 

When we use the word freedom, we tie it closely to our ideals about 

democracy.  For those who travel to other countries where laws are 

much more stringent, we understand more fully that our freedom is a 

gift to be treasured.  And with every gift comes responsibilities.  One 

of our former presidents stated in a speech that a freedom which only 

asks what is in it for us, a freedom without a commitment to others, a 

freedom without love or charity or duty or patriotism, is unworthy of 

our founding ideals, and to those who died in their defense. 
 

But today is not July 4!  It is Reformation Sunday!  It is the day we 

parade the words from Scripture that we are justified by grace through 

faith (and not by the works of the law).  It is our day to celebrate our 

independence because Jesus Christ has set us free.  We are free from 

the law.  We are free from sin and death.  We are free indeed by the 

death and resurrection and ascension of our Lord, Jesus Christ.   
 

And what does it mean to be free in Christ?   
 

Our understanding of the word as citizens of this country is not what 

Jesus had in mind for those who wanted to be his disciples.  Being 

free in Christ means knowing who we are and to whom we belong.  It 

means we know what God has done for us in Jesus Christ.  It means 

loving and obeying Christ because we know that God will make good 

on his promises.  Scripture is clear that our works will not free us.  

Groveling before God will not free us either.   
 

Our lesson from John will help us understand the true essence of the 

freedom we have in Christ.  Jesus says it right here in John 8:31 – 

If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples. 

And you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free. 
 

It is an unexpected lesson for us to hear on this Sunday when we lean 

so heavily on our faith.  Yet here it is here in black and white.  For 

those who believe, if we truly want to become his disciples then we 

must remain in Jesus’ word.  We must remain in and with Christ.  We 

must make room for Jesus’ words to govern our actions.  Instead of 

hatred there will be kindness.  Instead of envy and bitterness we will 

offer our very best to others.  We will set our prejudices aside in order 

to more fully understand people who are different from us.  People 

will know that the truth has set us free because we will have a 

steadiness that is unparalleled. 
 

When Jesus offered the believers this new freedom, they took offense.  

What they heard in the words of Jesus was that somehow they were 

not already free.  They were descendants of Abraham and they had 

never been slaves to anyone.  It is my understanding that in that state-

ment alone they just conveniently rewrote history.  As I recall they 

were enslaved by the Egyptians, the Assyrians, the Babylonians, the 

Persians, the Macedonians and once more by the Egyptians followed 

by the Syrians and Romans.  Jesus did not correct them but defined 

their slavery differently.  We all sin and fall short of the glory of God.  

By the nature of being a sinner they (and we) are slaves to sin.  
 

True disciples remain with Jesus and stay in relationship with him and 

let his words and his presence challenge and change them.  Disciples 

allow Christ to expose the hatred, the selfishness, and the lies that 

enslave them.  Christ did not merely forgive their sins.  Christ 

promised to liberate them from sin.  But some chose to still wear their 

chains and chose to serve other masters (other gods).  In those kinds 

of decisions there is no freedom.     
 

On July 4th we celebrate our day of independence as a nation.  On this 

Reformation Sunday we declare our dependence on God through 

Christ.  We turn our lives over to Christ (totally and completely).  We 

do not do what we want (whenever we want) but instead we do what 

God intended us to do.  On July 4th we celebrate the birthday of our 

nation but on this day, we celebrate our spiritual birth.  On this day 

we declare our dependence on Jesus Christ because we believe with 

all our heart that apart from Christ, we will never be free.   



It is not lost on me that at the 11:00 am service I will confirm fourteen 

young people.  Oh, how I want them to know that what the world can 

offer them pales next to these words of Jesus Christ.  At a time in 

their lives when they are learning how to become independent and 

responsible for their own choices, I want them to know that they also 

need to be dependent on Christ.  On the surface this freedom might 

sound off-putting and too restrictive, but the benefits are amazing: 
 

It puts us in the hands of God and God will not let go of us.  God will 

not only forgive us, but God will forget what we have done.  We are 

made children of God and have an inheritance, a home with God.  

God offers us a real purpose in life.  God frees us from hatred and 

prejudice and bitterness and envy and selfishness. God puts us in the 

right place at the right time.  And in faith we respond (not to work out 

our salvation) but out of thanksgiving for all that God has done and 

will continue to do for those of us who abide in his word.   
 

The truth of Christ, the truth that makes us free, the truth at the heart 

of the 95 theses which Luther nailed to the door at the Wittenberg 

church, the truth of the Reformation that we remember and celebrate 

this Sunday is that we are sinners – God’s fallen, at times thrashing 

about, regularly confused, and always imperfect children – from birth 

to death.  Sinners that no amount of indulgences or good works or 

good intentions can redeem.   
 

But (here is the second truth) which is good news!  We are also God’s 

beloved children who God blesses and for whom God died.  Our 

futures are not determined by our mistakes but by the possibility 

created by the resurrected Lord.  We are not perfect, and we do not 

have to be in order to be loved by God.  It is both truths that set us 

free.  And it is both truths that has the capacity to change our lives, 

the life of the church, and indeed the whole world.  Amen  


