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This trip was a great experience for me to connect with God.  I am looking forward to next year if I get the chance to go 

on another trip. This trip has taught me that we love because God loved us first. The foot washing was an amazing way to 

pray and connect with God. 

   - Eric Alexander 

 

Although I’ve been on YouthWorks trips in the past, this year’s mission experience was truly one of a kind. Going into 

the trip I knew little about present day Native American life, as the subject of “indigenous peoples” rarely comes up in the 

classroom at school. So when I arrived in Montana, I had many misconceptions about such individuals and their ways of 

life, state of living, and the societal norms. Despite being in Lodge Grass for a mere 6 days, I feel as though my experi-

ence with Youth Works allowed me to gather a lot about these peoples. One thing that was widely apparent, in the elders 

that we encountered especially, was a strong faith in God. Adrian, a local elder who interacted with our group quite a bit, 

referred to God as “the Almighty”, pointing to his heart each time he uttered God’s name in his frequent spiritual-centered 

preachings in order to indicate God’s closeness to him. Adrian and his faith serve as just one example of the strong com-

mitment to God as demonstrated by these peoples, despite their hardships over the course of American history, as well as 

in the present day, to include poverty and a lack of the necessities, such as adequate shelters and sufficient food. The pow-

er of God’s love is shown in that the Crow Indians manage to keep their focus on “the Almighty” and his promise of eter-

nal life, not feeling caught up in the secular world and material things, both of which seem to be on the minds of most in-

dividuals in this day and age.  All in all, I deeply feel as though my faith was furthered by my time in Lodge Grass, Mon-

tana on the Crow Indian Reservation as I realized that the most important thing in life is loving God and loving others, and 

not getting caught up in the distractions and temptations of the world that we live in today. 

   - Hannah Alexander 

This trip has taught me a lot. It was a meaningful spiritual journey. Originally going I was just excited because it was 

Montana. I never truly loved God and I knew the mission trip wasn’t going to change that because it was at least my third 

one. We got there and the farmers we met were so kind and we got to meet real Cowboys and saw cows get vaccinated. It 

was for a good cause but it was very scary to watch. The next day we went to a family owned farm and we had some of 

the best food I ever tasted in my life. Then we went and got to go on some farm machines.  Afterwards we toured the farm 

a bit in a bus. One memorable thing the farmer said was that the Indians should just move and not expect us to help them 

so much. It was interesting to hear that because I always heard about the Indians teaching about the crops and how they 

didn’t get along back then and to see how they thought of each other currently was strange. When we got to the reserva-

tion the poverty shocked me. At the school they were fixing the pipes and so we only had cold water and I sometimes will 

take ice showers to relax my muscles but everyday was awful. But seeing the kids happy faces made it all worth while. I 

hurt my foot the first day we were on the reservation and I wish I could say it happened fighting off ninjas, but no, I fell 

down some stairs. The kids still spent time with me—they asked about my ankle, they listened to me tell silly stories. But 

they did not have as great an impact as the janitor and elder Adrian did. He taught me so much about life:  

 Don’t’ look in past, its gone 

 You have everything you need right in front of you take it and go with it 

 Study the Bible, don’t just read it 

 Take control of your path 

 You decide 

 Behave 

 Respect 

 Don’t be lazy 

 Work 

 Everyday is a good day, if you make it that way 

 There is no “waking up on the wrong side of the bed, it’s your choice to make it a good day” 

 Love and God is all in your heart 

 



 

By the end of the week I was tired emotionally and physically. The foot washing ceremony was the first place I had cried 

in a year. I usually find crying weak and tiring but I felt comforted by it and the fact others were also crying. On the 

plane back to Baltimore I was staring out the window and I was feeling a contrast of emotions and I didn’t understand it. 

So I prayed to God saying “hey God I need help, I want to believe” and I saw a star that wasn’t there before light up next 

to the moon then disappear then another light up on the other side. I have looked at charts and there are no stars that exist 

where they were and I didn’t see them the rest of the ride. But I felt this overwhelming feeling of joy and faith and I 

couldn’t stop smiling. I didn’t know whether to laugh or cry so I did both. But overall this trip has changed my life. I’m 

sure of it. 

 

   -  Emma Bradley 

 

This trip has been an experience like no other. Every time at church when we discuss helping other people that is fine, 

but actually living it is something indescribable. This was an eye opening, faith strengthening, and a life altering experi-

ence. Entertaining and playing with the kids was amazing. I was able to create an indestructible bond with the kids in 

Lodge Grass. Being able to play with  them and just flat out making them laugh. The most important and meaningful 

thing for me on this mission trip was helping the community. This has taught me volumes about being a better Christian 

and I intend to carry that on with me in the future. 

 

   - Mason Davis 

 

Out of all the mission trips I have been on this was my favorite. Montana was a beautiful and new location for me. Eve-

rything was excellent from the kids, to the other church we were working with. Before we had even gotten to the reserva-

tion we saw a cattle farm as well as a sugar beet farm. Both of these were very cool, although the cattle farm was dis-

gusting at parts. When I got to the reservation I was assigned to sports camp which was very enjoyable. The kids loved it 

and it was so great seeing them happy. They were all so nice and competitive. This was not the best part of the trip 

though. The best part was how great the people from the other church were. They were so nice and easy to connect with, 

especially two seniors named Elly and Aaron. PSK got everybody ice cream every day which made the trip even better. 

Overall the trip was a 9.5 out of 10 and I am happy to have been a part of it. It didn’t receive a 10 out of 10 because the 

showers were freezing. 

 

   - David Englund 

 

 



 

My name is Sydney Leonard and I went on the Montana mission trip. I’ve been on other mission trips before but this was 

a whole new experience. We stayed in a high school on the Crow Indian reservation with another church from Minnesota 

who we instantly bonded with. 

To start off the week we broke into smaller groups and then went out to serve. The first two days, my group worked on 

cleaning and painting their fire house (which was also their town hall) and pointing the teacher housing buildings. As we 

did this the Crow people would tell us their stories and share their culture with us. It was interesting to hear that they still 

use their old hunting techniques. The last two days my group worked with a camp called Kids’ Club. Kids’ Club gives 

the kids in the community a chance to be just a kid. Most children on the reservation have roles in their families that re-

quires a large amount of maturity that kids just don’t have because they are young. Which means they have to grow up at 

a young age. I had the pleasure of meeting an 8 year old girl named Malena. She had 2 nieces  ages 2 and 3 and she was 

mostly the one who took care of them. Kids’ Club gives her a break. 

Our evening activities included beautiful scenery, lots of information, and picking up new talents. We climbed hills, vis-

ited important battle places and even got to throw a few arrows. 

The people of Lodge Grass were happy, inspiring, wise and faithful. They didn’t have much but made the best of it. I can 

say that I’m coming back home with a different perspective on things and my faith. I encourage you to read 1 John 4:19 

(which was the theme of the trip) and think about the blessings in your life because not everyone is as fortunate as we 

are. 

 

   - Sydney Leonard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year’s mission trip to Montana was truly a once in a life time experience. Over the course of my week, I made 

friends with the most fun and loving kids who call the Crow Reservation their home. My team and I also substantially 

cleaned a man’s yard and painted teacher housing. It was incredible to interact with the community and see their way of 

life. This week I saw God in the children, the beautiful landscape of Montana, and others around me. There is nothing 

like a little two year old running into your arms the first time you meet and never wanting to let go. And there is nothing 

like looking up at the biggest blue sky being the backdrop to rolling hills and plains. This week was definitely one to re-

member! 

This year’s theme was “first love”, and we were able to see how God’s love is represented in the sacrifice of Jesus. I saw 

God’s love in everyone I met. I now know that because God loved me first, I am called to love and obey him and love 

and serve others. The Bible is so full of rules and laws, but Jesus tells us, if we choose to simply love one another as God 

has loved us, the law will be fulfilled. 

I learned so much about my faith and I feel so blessed to be a member of a church that will support me and my friends in 

our walk with Christ. 

 

   - Lauren Markwart 



 

It is a wonderful thing to fall in love, and I fell in love with the community of Lodge Grass. Though they had little, they 

were faithful and strong. The children, though maybe not supported as much as they would like, were hopeful and ex-

tremely fun. I met many people, all of whom were gracious and loving. Adrian, an Elder of the tribe, was especially in-

spiring reminding us that whatever we do in life comes down to the decisions and actions we take. This was my fourth 

YouthWorks trip and easily my favorite. The community members and the other missionaries were amazing. With any 

luck I will make a trip to St. Paul, MN to visit them. This trip had a meaning unlike any other I’ve experienced. Before, 

I’ve come back changed. Now, I come back clear; the call of God ever stronger. The push to serve ever more insistent. 

Our trip focused on 1 John 4:19 “we love because God first loved us”. I would like to add “Though I walk through the 

valley of the shadow I shall fear no evil, for the Lord is with me”. A perfect love casts out fear. God’s love is perfect. 

He showed us mercy. Go and do likewise.  

 

   - Max Miller 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I’ve been on a few mission trips before this one but Montana was completely different from the trips to Harrisburg.  Life 

on the reservation is pretty rough. Many of the residents live in small homes that are the size of trailers and the poverty 

is evident. When I first arrived on the reservation I was pretty shocked. Our group stayed in the reservation’s school and 

the first day was about adjusting to our surroundings and meeting the only other group, a church from Minnesota. At the 

beginning, things moved slow because the first day was spent cleaning. However, by the second day we had bonded 

with several of the Minnesotans while working. At the end of the day we would play intense card games and sports. To-

wards the end of the week my group worked with the kids. The children that came were amazing. All they wanted was 

for someone to love them. They were a little shy at first but after they warmed up to us they were all over us. They espe-

cially liked piggy back rides, and liked it even better when you ran with them on your back. It got a little tiresome but it 

was still fun. The end of the last day on Thursday, I felt closer to everyone from both church groups and the children 

from the reservation. The community cook out was a blast but it was the foot washing that was the most meaningful part 

of the night. During the foot washing the adult leaders washed our feet and prayed with us like Jesus did to his disciples 

before he was betrayed. Foot washing is the most emotional thing I have gone through—everyone, and I mean every-

one, cries. That night is what really bonds you with your church and creates a deeper connection. Thursday night was a 

bittersweet night because it was our last night in Lodge Grass. Going to Lodge Grass was life changing for me; all mis-

sion trips are, but this one in particular. It is heart breaking to see the conditions the community lives in but it is spiritu-

ally uplifting to help them and form a deeper connection with God. 

 

   - Samantha O’Brien 



 

For me, all in all, our trip was unforgettable. This was my first mission trip. Going into the experience I was worried 

about what lay ahead. I didn't know anyone other than the few whom I had casual conversation with on crowded holi-

days. You might wonder why I decided, as a rising senior, to go on my first mission trip. Going to the Crow Reservation 

meant for me an opportunity to understand a people I have been long interested in. I desired to know their history, their 

customs, and their interpretation of the United States, outside of their sovereign state. While in Lodge Grass we stayed at 

the high school. The high school was positioned on a hill; just above the town. At first, this was a disappointment. I 

wanted to be within the community to truly understand the feeling of living within the reservation. As we went through 

the week, seeing and talking to elders and children, I learned an important lesson; I wasn't going to get what I came here 

for. I came to the reservation to ask questions but instead I ended up listening. Not one native talked to us about their 

attitudes towards the United States, but it was evident. I saw "God bless America" stickers on elder's chairs in the room 

they hold board meetings, American flags, and fireworks left over from Fourth of July. I wanted answers to how they 

were different, to why we overtook most of their culture with expansion, and why we still continue to provide minimal 

resources and help. The only difference between living within the reservation and outside the reservation is within the 

reservation.  People live in dismal conditions; lacking proper resources. For a people who are distinguished as separate; 

a nation within a nation, I saw first hand that they value our same customs. This trip taught me to discover my own opin-

ion. I plan on attending more mission trips and finding my own way through the conversation.  

 

   - Helen Pelak 

 

The past week I spent in the Crow Reservation with the rest of the youth group. The first two days we spent learning 

about agriculture and visiting a cow feeding lot. The part of the first two days I enjoyed the most was seeing all the farm 

equipment. I was shocked that each piece of farm equipment cost hundreds of thousands of dollars. 

Then we headed onto the reservation. We stayed at Lodge Grass high school for the rest of the week. The first two days 

of service we did  with the Boys and Girls Club. The kids that I spent most of my time with was Jameson, Jacoby, twins 

Jimmy and James, and Hunter. The two moments that meant the most to me were when James gave me a pipe cleaner 

person, and when Jacoby told me to swing him “way high”. (When I was little I used to tell my grandpa to swing me 

“way high”). 

The next two days I painted the teachers house, where all the teachers lived. The first day of painting, Connor and I 

painted the entire left side of the house. In my own opinion and several others we did a great job. 

Throughout our time at Lodge Grass we had large group meetings with the other church group, and sang songs and wor-

shipped with them. After that, we had church group when we spent time with our own church. On Wednesday PSK 

wrote all of us letters. Mine read: 

 

  You are open to gaining new insights 

  You do not judge and see the small things 

   I am grateful you came on this trip 

 

Along with coming close to my own church group I made great friends in the other group: Nick, Aaron, Ethan, and Eric. 

But my best friend is Max. 

What meant the most to me was the foot washing. I will try to describe something that words cannot capture. I remem-

ber PSK saying it was intense, nothing could have prepared me for it. (I think PSK will be the one reading this and thank 

you). I went up and I was moved as soon as my feet touched the water, than as soon as PSK started I was holding back 

tears. When I sat down the amount of emotion I felt was overwhelming. I started to thank God, pray, and apologize. For 

over half an hour I spent comforting Ella and Ella comforting me. You could feel Him in the room, once again I will say, 

it was overwhelming. For the first time I understand the line “God’s love is an ocean and we’re all sinking”. 

I am grateful I came on this trip and I would do it over and over again. 

 

   - Matthew Regan 



 

The mission trip to Montana was a very educational experience. On the first two days Luther and two families of farm-

ers taught us about sugar beets and GMO’s in cattle. When we got to the school they explained what we were doing. On 

the first two days I worked by painting their community garage and a house. Kids Camp was after that and I made a new 

friend named Cory. Cory was 4 years old with two sisters. His family owned a dog although it was clear they couldn’t 

support it. Cory always wanted piggy back rides and to climb up on my shoulders. At the mission trip we worked with 

some Minnesotans. I made many new friends including Nick Garley. Nick was a funny kid with a good sense of humor. 

Overall I thought the trip was a good experience. I would definitely do it again. 

   - Nolan Thomas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This mission trip at the Crow Reservation has been an amazing experience. I really got to know the other youth a lot 

better. I really got to know Julia and Matt a lot more, and little Syd. I really enjoyed the other church that was there, 

they were incredible. They were extremely welcoming and fun hearted. I loved my work group the Grizzly Bears/

Antelopes, we all got along really well. They were by far my favorite mission trip group. I loved them. Church leaders 

as well—especially Cindy and Sarah. I loved getting to know PSK, Luther, Mrs. Miller and especially Denise. I really 

enjoyed being with Denise, she was always willing to hang out with us, even during competitive card games. Denise 

always knew when to talk to us and when to leave us alone. Mrs. Miller was amazing too. I have been on several mis-

sion trips with her, so I definitely have a special bond with her. We have cried together countless times and I know I can 

go to her about anything. Although we kids annoy her quite a lot, we all know she is here for us. I definitely saw another 

side to PSK this week, especially when she made individual cards for us, stating our strengths and a quote to help and 

guide us through life. She never ceases to amaze me, and is constantly cracking jokes. One thing I love about PSK is 

how she knows when it is the right time to be serious and the right time to be light hearted. Luther was fantastic as well, 

as he was constantly watching out for us and was always making sure we were okay. I hope he goes on another mission 

trip because I would like to get to know him more. The last night of the mission trip was by far the most powerful. Foot 

washing took place—YouthWork staff washed the feet of the adults and adults washed our feet. Once our feet were 

washed, an individual prayer would be said to each of the youth, and it was extremely personal. The night was so over-

whelming, as you could literally feel the presence of God in the room. I know this experience will stay with me, for an 

experience like that is impossible to forget. I know my relationship with God has definitely grown, and I hope the other 

youth feel the same. 

   - Ella Truslow 

 

In the Crow Reservation at Lodge Grass I learned a lot both about myself and my relationship with God. I realized 

through helping out at OSC (outrageous sports camp) that I actually really enjoy playing with children, even if they're 

throwing balls at you half of the time. Seeing the joy on their face when they score a goal or a basket is incredibly satis-

fying, especially if you had a part in it. To my surprise, they would even hug us even though we were strangers in the 

beginning. I now understand that through me, God was helping the children that attended the camp, and that by loving 

and caring for those children I was in fact showing my love for God. I also grew a lot closer with people at my church, 

and made many new friendships even with those outside my church, such as the Minnesotans (who were super nice and 

hilarious). I even learned how to play frisbee, and definitely refined my skills at soccer and basketball. It was a huge 

learning experience for me, and will be a trip I don't plan to forget. 

 

   - Sunny Truslow 



 

I went on the mission trip to the Crow Reservation in Montana and it change my life forever. Not only did I make new 

friends from another congregation in Minnesota, but I got a chance to bond with maybe some of the sweetest and cutest 

children I’ve ever met. On the reservation, there’s a lot of poverty and a very high unemployment rate. Despite this, the 

kids all seemed so bright and happy. I worked at the Kid’s Club the first two days and the work project the last two. The 

first day of Kids’ Club was in the gym because of rain. This gym had only basic stuff: 2 basketballs, 2 volleyballs, a Fris-

bee, a bouncy ball, 2 hula hoops, and bowling pins. These kids were very creative. I spent about 45 minutes just running 

around with a little girl and she was entertained. At one point a whole bunch of us got in a circle and started playing the 

drums with bowling pins. Just seeing the joy in these kids eyes from someone giving them attention was priceless. On 

Wednesday, my group did a work project that was weeding someone’s yard. When we finished weeding the man’s yard, 

we showed it to him. His reaction was so priceless. It meant so much that doing a simple task like yard work could make 

someone so happy. On the last night, we had a cook out. This may have been the best experience. So many kids came 

and it was so much fun. We got to see all the kids we had had the chance to connect with. It was adorable to hear a kid 

call out your name and ask for a piggy back ride. There were hills of rocks and dirt at the school that some of the kids 

spent hours climbing up and going down. Overall this was an amazing chance to connect more with Christ and share his 

love and share our love with some amazing children. Even though there were a few technical difficulties, I wouldn’t 

trade this experience for the world. 

 

   - Julia Waldon 

 

This trip to Lodge Grass, Montana was like no other mission trip I have ever been on. Traveling outside of our local 

community allowed us to witness a community that is so different from our own. Many people are unaware or have mis-

conceptions about Native Americans, so it was very beneficial to work with the community and gain a first-hand account 

of the Crow community's beliefs and lifestyle. One highlight of the trip for me was getting the chance to listen to a Crow 

elder named Adrian. Adrian has been a janitor at the high school we stayed at for 21 years, and he shared with us how, 

despite facing the common struggles that occur on the reservation, he was motivated by his elders to get an education, 

work hard everyday, and most importantly trust and believe in God. Hearing Adrian advocate for God and his faith was 

inspiring to hear since going into the trip I thought that the people on the reservation would lack hope and faith in God 

given their circumstances. However, it turned out to be just the opposite. Although the Crow people live in deep poverty 

they were the most loving and appreciative people. Even the children in the community who often face hunger, neglect, 

and abuse were filled with nothing but joy and love. It melted my heart to see at kids’ camp all the children singing along 

to the Bible songs we taught them, and having them engaged in the Bible skits we preformed. Through this trip I was 

able to create strong relationships with Redeemer youth I didn't know before, the other church that served with us at the 

site, the YouthWorks leaders, and the children and elders of the Crow community. I hold each mission trip I go on dear 

to my heart since on each journey I discover a new aspect of my faith and continue to strengthen and grow my relation-

ship with God.  

 

   - Linsey Wenk 



 

When I first heard the news of our mission to Lodge Grass, the only thing I thought this trip would entail was simply 

providing manual labor to a less fortunate community. Little did I know, it would mean much more, and multiple factors 

led to this. Firstly, this was my first YouthWorks mission, so I was going in completely blind. Secondly, I did not realize 

how much the Crow Nation acted as a sovereign entity, so entering what felt like a foreign country halfway across the 

world was quite a shock. Lastly, I grossly underestimated how much of a role God would play in this trip. While initially 

it would sound that these shortcomings on my part would detract from the experience, these surprises truly made it a 

memorable experience. Upon setting foot in Lodge Grass, it was clear how dire the economic situation was for the Crow 

people. Many houses were dilapidated, had boarded up or broken windows, and were covered in graffiti. Stray dogs were 

everywhere. Despite this, the Crow struck me as some of the most compassionate, thankful, and loving people I have 

met. Despite the historical injustices they faced at the hands of the U.S. Government, they were still welcoming towards 

proud Americans, whilst maintaining pride for there own culture as well. Such behavior is not only admirable, but in my 

eyes, should be envied. A major theme of trip was God's universal love for his creation, and how we should mimic it by 

loving others who love God as neighbors, regardless of race or allegiance. The fact that the Crow let outsiders such as us 

perform work on their homes and play with their kids was a perfect example of this universal Christian love. A specific 

activity of note was the foot washing that took place near the end of the trip. Hearing the words of comfort through pray-

er was unimaginably powerful to the point it drove me (and everybody else in the congregation) to tears. I don't care 

what anybody says regardless if they have no faith, are of another faith, or Christians themselves. GOD LOVES ME, and 

I could feel it in that moment. So if there is anything I could take home from this mission it would be that: God loves all 

believers, and it doesn't matter if you are rich or in poverty, one race, or another. God's love is as universal as it is infalli-

ble. 

 

   -Connor Yuzon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello! My name is Grayson Yuzon and I’m 13 years old. This trip to Montana was my first mission trip I have ever gone 

on, and, if we are being completely honest, I was a bit skeptical about going. Not because I didn’t want to do things with 

the youth at Redeemer, but because I was nervous. I had never been to Montana before now, and just didn’t know what a 

mission trip was like. I had this argument with myself as to whether or not I was actually going to go, but I decided to 

get on the plane to Billings, Montana. Clearly, I made the right choice. 

Everything in Montana is bigger and wider than in McLean. I would look out the car window and could see miles of 

greenery. But it wasn’t just the landscapes that were bigger. Although the Crow Reservation was less well off than 

McLean they did so much with what they had, it almost seemed they were better off than us. 

Not everything on the reservation was fun and games (games were only for half of the week). We were put to work. Usu-

ally, doing something like mopping the floors or painting a wall doesn’t seem like an enjoyable thing to do, and yet, even 

that was pretty fun. While we would work, we would talk and share stories about ourselves to each other or tell jokes to 

lighten the mood. Sometimes, members of the Crow tribe would visit us while we were working and talk about their be-

liefs and cultures. It was really interesting learning about the history of the Crow. 

After two days of painting and cleaning, we got to work at the “Kids’ Club” where young children from ages 2-11 would 

come to the high school we were staying at and play. We were basically the camp counselors for the kids, and it was one 

of the best experiences of my life. It amazed me that doing something as small as playing catch with a child or giving 

one of them a piggyback ride would mean so much to them. But it did. They would clap and giggle and cheer when you 

played with them, and any troubles they had at home disappeared in an instant. And everyone of the children knew each 

other. It was one big family. 

 

   - Grayson Yuzon 



 

I learned a lot about myself this week. I was faced with several things that were out of my “comfort” zone, but most of 

the time I was able to rise to the occasion and overcome it. Part of the reason I was able to conquer some of my fears 

was a result of our youth. They were an outstanding example of embracing everything that was thrown their way with 

enthusiasm and a readiness to step in wherever needed. They were friendly to everyone they met and the first to step up 

and help whenever it was needed. They give me hope that the world can be changed and they can do it with the Lord’s 

help. They are not embarrassed to outwardly show or express their love for the Lord and that gives me great comfort 

and something I will never forget. Being a part of this week has been an experience I will never forget and has made 

me feel closer to God. 

Thank you for letting me come along. 

 

   - Denise Augustenborg 

 

Key reflections from Lodge Grass: 

 

1) Redeemer group was awesome! - So proud of them 

2) Agricultural tours were eye opening for everyone. 

3) All the logistics worked very well—Perfect! 

4) Talking to Adrian and other residents was very special. 

5) Our kids bonded well with local children. 

6) Climbing the hill at Willow Creek was inspirational 

7) Visiting Little Big Horn was a solemn time. 

8) All worked “hands on” projects and put school worker ahead of schedule. 

9) The foot washing was powerful and emotional. Break through for numerous kids. 

10) Tremendous appreciation for hot water. 

11) Kids meshed well with other participants from Minnesota. 

12) Appreciated the poverty and culture of the Indians. 

 

   - Luther Markwart 



 

God loved us first. The theme of our week set the tone for an amazing journey through God’s love for us and the com-

mand that we recognize the love He has for us. The youth were incredible! They thoughtfully worked in the Crow com-

munity with the children and on various work projects. We all grew in faith together through heartfelt worship and fel-

lowship with our partner church. I learned that the service we do for others is as much about the relationships we build, 

as the actual work that gets done. I learned that our youth give of themselves selflessly and that gives me hope for the 

future. And I learned that loving others as God loves us is life altering if you allow it to be. 

 

   - Karen Miller 



 


