
THE HISTORY OF REDEEMER THROUGH THE DECADES 
 

1950’S 
 
In 1955 Rev. H. Alvin Kuhn was sent as a mission developer by the Board of American 
Missions, the United Lutheran Church in America.  The first worship service was held at 
Langley Methodist Church; 130 attended.  In 1956 the congregation was formally 
established from the nucleus of Resurrection Lutheran Church in Arlington with 94 
charter members.  In 1957 Redeemer began at its present site by purchasing 
approximately 6 acres.  A parsonage was purchased on Tennyson Drive in McLean. 
 
1960’S 
 
The first building was completed at our present site in 1961.  Often called the “motel 
church”, it was a U-shaped structure.  The “U” shape structure contained the present 
administrative wing, the classroom wing, a small kitchen and the forerunner of the 
current fellowship hall.  The formal dedication and opening took place on October 15, 
1961. In 1962 the Redeemer Lutheran Preschool was established.  In 1968, the present 
nave was completed and dedicated.  The nave included the current worship space, the 
balcony, the choir loft, the bell tower and an electronic organ. The Outreach programs 
included the Lutheran Home for the Aged, 2500 paperbacks/magazines to Vietnam and in 
1968/69, Home Buyers, Inc. was created to help low-income families buy homes. In 1969 
in cooperation with Ascension Lutheran church of Danville, Virginia and under the 
leadership of Harold and Laura Jorgenson a cooperative program was created to help 
tenant farmers in Halifax County in southwestern Virginia. 
 
1970’S 
 
The electronic organ was replaced by a Moeller pipe organ in 1975.  From 1971-1974/75 
the former parsonage was a FLOC (For Love of Children) Home.  It was for children 
awaiting a foster family.  Carpets were installed in the nave.  The bell from the old 
Langley church building was put in the bell tower.  A classroom was converted to an 
office and wall paneling and bookcases were installed in the Senior Pastor’s Office.  The 
Outreach programs in the 70’S included the McLean-Falls Church Day Care Center, 
Deborah’s Place at “N” Street in 1973 and Alderson House and Guest House (friends of 
women prisoners) in 1977. 
 
 
 
 
 



1980’S 
 
Pastor Ed Ehlers served our congregation for ten years from 1981-1991. 
Redeemer’s third building expansion was an education wing dedicated on September 
1980.  This included 6 classrooms with folding partitions, a larger kitchen and 
enlargement of the present fellowship hall.  The parsonage on Tennyson Drive was sold.  
Casseroles for Luther Place were developed.  In 1985 Redeemer participated in the 
Langley Group Home which assisted in developing a local residential program for people 
with intellectual disabilities.  Lutheran Volunteer Corps in 1987 and Lutheran Social 
Services Walkathon saw many Redeemer volunteers. 
 
1990’S 
 
Pastor George Evans served Redeemer from June 1992-2006.  Under his leadership 
Redeemer experienced the 1st Living Nativity.  The Banner committee was formed and 
the Endowment fund was established.  We also created our first Web site.  Redeemers’ 
Outreach programs began in 1990 with Our Daily Bread.  The Gifts of Hope project and 
Christmas in April were started in 1993. The WELCA and Men’s groups played an active 
role at Redeemer.  In 1995 Redeemer became a Mission Partner with St. Mary’s Lutheran 
Church in Middletown, Delaware. Physically, the church underwent restroom remodeling 
to accommodate handicapped parishioners and ground-breaking for the next expansion 
was September 1999. 
 
2000’S 
 
On October 14, 2001, the fourth step in the development of our current building space 
was completed and we doubled the square footage. New classrooms were added to be 
used by the Pre-school, Sunday Church School, a nursery, a teen center, a gym/fellowship 
hall, a completely redesigned kitchen, and storage space. In 2002 Jeffrey Wilson began his 
ministry as Assistant Pastor. In 2003, the 9:45 “Praise Music service” was added.  Jason 
Largent was hired as new Music Director and a farewell dinner was held for Pastor 
George Evans on his retirement. In September 2006 Rev. Dr. Robert Driver-Bishop began 
serving as Lead Pastor. In late summer of 2006, the administrative wing was remodeled.   
2007 saw the passing of our beloved Sexton, Tim Jenkins. 2008 we saw the establishment 
of the Redeemer Renaissance Afterschool Program directed by Roberta Pittman. Toward 
the end of 2009 Matt Osifchin became our new Choral/Music Director. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
2010’S 
 
Beginning in 2009 Pastor Roger Dahlin began serving as part-time Pastor and eventually 
becoming an Interim Pastor, and in 2011 Pastor Paul Opsahl began serving as Interim 
Pastor as well.  Pastor Sandy Kessinger was called to serve Redeemer as Lead Pastor in 
2012 and was assisted by Vicar Amy Feira from 2014-2015.  In 2011, Redeemer celebrated 
a dedication concert of the Aeolian-Skinner Opus 1211 organ. Redeemer remains 
passionate about its many Outreach programs, Preschool and After-School activities.  The 
Youth Ministry was thriving under the mentorship of Marlon Yearwood. 
 
Today 
 
Redeemer has accomplished so much since it began 60 years ago.  It is impossible to list 
everything that has been achieved or is being achieved.  Surfeit it to say, with the 
membership as loyal and dedicated as it is and under the strong leadership of Pastor 
Kessinger, God willing, there doesn’t seem to be anything we can’t accomplish.  We go 
forward with increased commitment to the next 60 years as well done as the first and 
always with the thought in mind of “Sharing God’s Love with the greatest number of 
People.” 
 


