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Psalm 90 

Psalm is a lament from the community. 

It is the only psalm attributed to Moses and is placed at a pivotal point in the whole book. 

Tie to Moses takes readers back to a time before the start of the monarchy and before the temple. 

At the end of Book III, prayers of lament over the destruction of Jerusalem were evident. 

In this psalm we hear a response to the problem of Israelites being in exile. 

 

In verses 1-12 the permanence of God is contrasted with the brevity of human life. 

Poetic imagery is powerful – 

Dwelling place carries the sense of a place where one can hide and find help or refuge. 

God our creator has given the community refuge throughout the generations. 

Such stability stands in contrast to the brevity of human life.   

In comparison to the view of the creator, time connotes the quick passing of human life. 

 

In this context, the community now laments. 

They are overpowered by the wrath of God.   

In verse 10, the length of human life is 70 or 80 years at most and years are filled with trouble. 

Plea is for wisdom for a discerning heart that could help in dealing with the frailty of life. 

In wisdom people are to relinquish their lives over to God. 

Final plea is for God to show compassion in the face of their distress. 

 

Hymn: O God, Our Help in Ages Past  

 

Psalm 91 

 

One Midrash states this psalm was composed by Moses. 

Occasion was the day he completed building the tabernacle. 

 

Psalm describes his own experience entering the tabernacle and 

being enveloped by the Lord. 

 

In another Midrash, Moses was to have composed the psalm 

after he ascended Mount Sinai.  He then recited these words as 

protection from the angels of destruction. 

 

In Jewish thought, the psalm conveys the themes of protection 

and rescue from danger. 

 

In the Talmud, the psalm is called the song of plagues and is 

recited to drive away demons. 

 

Verse 13 was the origin of the icon of Christ treading on the 

beasts. 



Hymn – On Eagle’s Wings 

 

Psalm 92 

Praise called for in verses 1-4 is based on the works of God. 

In the middle section, the reality is acknowledged that the wicked often seem to prosper. 

Question arises: If this is so, then on what grounds do we praise God? 

Answer comes quickly in the psalm. 

Prosperity of the wicked is like that of the grass (short-lived and without endurance). 

In contrast, the sovereign rule of God is eternal. 

Verse 8 becomes the pivotal point in the psalm. 

Because God reigns eternally it is a given that all opposing his reign will be obliterated. 

Enemies of God will not prevail. 

Long, fruitful life stands in contrast to the cheap and flimsy prosperity of the wicked. 

All praise in the present and all confidence in the future depend upon it. 

 

The requiem Ebraico (Hebrew) (1945) by Austrian-American was composed by Eric Zeisl. 

He dedicated a setting of Psalm 92 to the memory of his father. 

He included a dedication to the other countless victims of the Jewish tragedy in Europe. 

It is considered the first major work of the Holocaust commemorations. 

 

Psalm 93 – Ascension of Our Lord  

It starts the series of Enthronement Psalms (Psalm 93 and 95-99) 

Main theme of these psalms is the kingship of God.   

In Hebrew the psalm contains forty-five words which is the numerical value of the word adam. 

Tradition states that it was sung by the Levites in the Temple of Jerusalem. 

Tradition continues as it is included in the regular Friday morning prayer service in Judaism. 

 

First verse declares the Lord as king. 

It continues to declare the majesty and strength of God for eternity. 

It is the kingship of God that established the world. 

Second verse reminds us that there is more to the reign of God than human concerns. 

Churning waters are the very definition of chaos (as we sit in the middle of hurricane season). 

God controls even the most chaotic natural forces on the earth. 

Final verse places the decrees of God under the rule of his kingdom. 

His commands and holiness are as constant as the natural order. 

 

Psalm 94 – No  

Verses 1-7 are a communal lament or prayer for help. 

Verses 8-15 are not addressed to God by to foolish people and to the righteous. 

Last verses consist of a direct address about God as a profession of faith. 

 

It is another psalm where the wicked prosper and it does not seem as if God is in control. 

Reign of God is proclaimed in the midst of circumstances that seem to deny it.  

Like the prophets the writer calls God to deal with injustice. 

He announces punishment for the wicked. 

To preach the judgment of God is to profess our hope and conviction that God rules the world. 



Psalm 95 – Christ the King  

Psalm puts us back with the Enthronement Psalms (47, 93, and 95-99). 

Psalms focus on the work of the ancient Israelite kings and celebrate the cosmic reign of God. 

Feature that they share is the exclamatory phrase: The Lord is king! 

Psalm 95 does not include that precise phrase but does state: 

The Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods. 

 

Psalm is also classified as one of the great festival psalms (50 and 81). 

All three psalms were likely composed for (and used in) worship at the pilgrimage festivals: 

Passover, Weeks (Pentecost) and Booths (Sukkoth, the fall harvest festival) 

 

Following the call to worship and praise, the psalm switches to reproving. 

Festival worship included moments that were both celebratory and penitential. 

Latter part of the psalm pleads with the congregation to listen to the voice of God. 

Verb translated to listen carries the sense of to obey. 

Writer appeals to history and reminds the Israelites of the times when they tested the Lord. 

Psalm ends with the quotation of the judgment of God against the Exodus generation. 

God did not abandon the people but God did exercise discipline on the people. 

Even as God recommits to the covenant relationship, God still calls the people to obedience. 

 

Psalm is part of our liturgy in Morning Prayer 

 

Psalm 96 - Christmas 

Psalm calls all people and the earth itself to sing praise to God and to worship God. 

Song is to be sung with universal scope that declares the wideness of the sovereignty of God. 

Reason for the praise is the identification of God as the one true Lord of heaven and earth. 

Only God is real and powerful and therefore worthy of our praise. 

Psalm 96:7-9 is almost identical to Psalm 29:1-2. 

Possible that Psalm 96 borrowed this section from the other psalm. 

While earlier psalm is set in the heavenly realm, this psalm is addressed to those in the temple. 

Psalm reminds those who doubted that God was still in control and will secure their future. 

Israel (and later the church) understood these claims of the kingship of God as a future reality. 

It was to be fulfilled when God brought creation to its fruition. 

 

Psalm 97 – Christmas 

Psalm reveals the glory of God and promises light and joy to the people of God. 

In the first part the glory of God is revealed through a theophany. 

Foundation of the throne consists of righteousness and justice. 

Power of God is not arbitrary but expresses the character of mercy and truth. 

God exercises his rule by intervening in the history of his people. 

 

In the second part of the psalm nature and human beings respond to the revealing of his glory. 

Response of nature is simple and clear: Heavens proclaim his righteousness. 

Among the human beings the response is mixed because not all people worship God. 

Those who worship idols are ashamed as even the idols bow down before the one true God. 

Despite the mixed response, the writer reaffirms that God is exalted over all the earth. 



In the third part of the psalm we hear words that resemble wisdom literature from Proverbs. 

Verse 10 reassures those who hate evil that God has their back. 

God loves, guards, and rescues them and the hand of the wicked will not prevail. 

And then we hear a promise: Light dawns for the righteous and joy for the upright in heart. 

 

Psalm 98 – Christmas / Easter 

Words of praise in this psalm move beyond the praise we encountered in previous psalms. 

Musical instruments are incorporated in the praise of God as sovereign. 

In verse 7 all of creation is invited to add its own instrumental mix. 

In verse 8 the floods are invited to clap their hands and the hills are to sing together for joy. 

Rationale for such an extravagant display of praise is victory. 

Verbal root of the word is yashá and means deliver or free. 

Holy arm of God is able to deliver humanity and all of creation from their oppressions. 

God not only delivers but comes to judge the earth and the world. 

God will judge the world with righteousness and equity. 

In Hebrew the word for righteous tsedek means to do the right thing. 

Equity is the English translation of the Hebrew word yashar which means upright or straight. 

 

Psalm us used as an alternative to the Magnificat 

Hymns: Joy to the World / Oh, Sing to the Lord  

 

Psalm 99 – Transfiguration Sunday 

Psalm is the last of the six Enthronement Psalms in Book IV. 

In this psalm the writer calls on all the people to praise the holy name of God. 

Presence of God is an awe-invoking experience. 

Proper response is to tremble with fear and to literally shake. 

Psalm is unique in that it focuses more on humanity than on creation. 

It also moves from all of humanity to the chosen people, the children of Jacob. 

Moses, Aaron and Samuel are named as representative of these people. 

Psalm celebrates the continued presence of God. 
 

Psalm 100 – Thanksgiving Day 

It is not considered a part of the collection of enthronement psalms. 

However, it serves admirably as a conclusion to the preceding collection. 

It seems to have been used in liturgical settings as a song of praise. 

It is the most familiar of the songs of praise and is the most chanted psalm. 

God rules the world and as a result we belong to God. 

Genuine life is found in submission to God. 

To live is to praise God and to praise God is to live. 
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Hymn: All People that on Earth Do Dwell 

 

Psalm 101 and 102 – No  

Best viewed as a royal psalm in which the king was the original speaker. 

It could have served as a pledge of oath of office that the king might have recited at coronation. 

Psalms 101-102 together address the three key elements of the crisis of the exile: 

Loss of the monarchy, loss of Zion and the temple, and the loss of land 

 

Loss is documented in Book III to which Book IV is the response.  

Both psalms can be construed as part of that response. 

 

Chiastic pattern in Psalm 101: 

v. 3a before my eyes 

v. 3a      a speech of worthlessness 

v. 3b           those doing crooked (things) 

v. 5b                 haughtiness of eyes 

v. 6a                my eyes (are upon) 

v. 7a           those doing deceit 

v. 7b      those speaking lies 

v. 7b before my eyes 

 

Psalm 102 is the fifth of the church’s seven Penitential Psalms (6, 32, 38, 51, 130, and 143). 

It contains no explicit confession of sin but give testimony to the grace of God. 

Future of Zion depends on the compassion of God and his favor.  

Zion is the symbol of the willingness of God to be concretely present in space and time. 

 

Hymn: O Lord, Hear My Prayer  

 

Psalm 103  

Praise is something to be called forth from the people. 

It is an invitation to all who would listen to join with the writer in offering praise to God. 

It is a reflection on our capability to know God and to proclaim what God has done. 

In this psalm the writer recounts the various activities of God. 

He invites people to reflect about them and this reflection brings forth praise. 

 

God heals diseases, redeems people from pits, and crowns them with love and compassion. 

Image of God is one that comprises a theology of hope in the midst of hardships. 

God provides courage to face the trials of the day that causes human life to be diminished. 

God is an active, loving presence that removes all impediments to a full relationship with God. 

 

Hymn: Bless the Lord, O My Soul 

 

 

 

 

 



Psalm 104 – Pentecost Sunday 

Psalm is an eloquent reminder that we share our space with a vast array of God’s works. 

It is a celebration of the multiplicity of all that God has created. 

Humans are one among all that God has made. 

God really does enjoy the world in all its manifold and majestic fullness. 

God is celebrated not only as creator but also as provider and sustainer. 

Our existence is grounded in God’s commitment to (and enjoyment of) life. 

In his humility it is the desire of the writer to please God rather than himself. 

In Hebrew the word bless connotes not just praise but also submission. 

 

Psalm 105 – 106 (No)  

Both psalms are to be read together. 

Like Psalm 78, 106 and 136, these psalms are to be classified as historical psalms. 

They are a selective and creative retelling of the story of Israel. 

Real subject matter is praise and obedience.   

Intent in retelling the old story is to evoke the gratitude of the people and their faithful response.  

So it is not primarily about the past but about the present and the future.   

In form it is considered a song of praise.  

 

Both address the crisis of exile in keeping with the rest of the Book. 

People of God are called upon to make known, to tell, and to remember. 

Primary identity of the people of God is that of servant. 

Good news is that those who submit their lives to God will be strong. 

Both articulate the priority of the grace of God and its perseverance.  

Grace is the final word. 

 

Assignment for September 18   

Book V (Psalm 107-129) 
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