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Psalm 82 

As if to supply a rationale for Psalm 81:9 this psalm portrays the death of all other gods. 

In Canaanite religion, the high god El convened the council of the gods. 

In vs. 1, the God of Israel has displaced El and convenes an extraordinary meeting. 

God puts all the gods on trial. 

After they are indicted and charged, the case against them is summarized. 

Sentence is announced. 

Writer pleads for God to claim the rule once held by the gods and he is to rule justly. 

Council of the gods is adjourned permanently and God rules the world. 

Psalm is meant to be a poetic expression of faith rather than a literal description of a trial. 

Faith of Israel was founded on the conviction that the one God acts to deliver his people. 

 

Chiastic structure of the psalm: 

God takes his place and becomes judge in the assembly of the gods (vs. 1) 

gods are confronted over their injustice (vs. 2-4) 

Chaos left by the gods is described (vs. 5) 

gods are confronted with their mortality (vs. 6-7) 

God is asked to rise in the assembly and judge the earth (vs. 8) 

 

Psalm 83 – No  

Psalm is a communal lament and another prayer for help. 

Like the others in this book it reflects suffering but also the nearness of God. 

Hope is centered on the trust the people have in the rule of God. 

Prayer is relevant to those who have been victimized. 

Psalms 82 and 83 recognize that those who oppress do not give up without a fight. 

In this psalm the people are called to humility. 

Once more the message is that we are to leave vengeance to God. 

 

 
 

 



Psalm 83 War 

Resource: Article on Psalm 83(The Six-Day War) (Wednesday, July 19, 2017) 

Some scholars believe that the Psalm 83 War is yet to occur. 

It will precede the War of Gog and Magog as outlined in Ezekiel 38. 

However, the geopolitical scene is not aligned for the Psalm 83 War to occur. 

Egypt and Jordan are both at peace with Israel and all are at enmity with Syria. 

Alternate possibility is that the Psalm 83 War occurred in 1967. 

Consensus that nations that came against Israel in Six-Day War are same nations listed in psalm. 

Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Iraq, and Lebanon would account for . . .  

Edom, Moab, Ammon, Amalek, Tyre, Assyria and the Hagrites 

Five modern nations were supported by the PLO and Saudi Arabia to account for . . .  

Philistia and the Ishmaelites 

 

Psalm 84 

Psalm is considered the most expressive and beautiful of all the songs of Zion. 

Canonical placement of the psalm is noteworthy. 

It follows immediately a psalm that concludes the Asaph psalms (50 and 73-83). 

It also follows immediately the Elohistic psalter (42-83). 

Psalms 84 and 87 (both songs of Zion) are sandwiched between complaints / laments. 

It articulates effectively the experience of generations of pilgrims. 

They have seen God in various times and places and derive strength from these experiences. 

 

Sense of excitement and awe seems to be overwhelming. 

For the people, going to the Temple Mount was unlike any other experience. 

It was the dwelling place of the Lord of hosts, the living God. 

All life came from God and the same God was at work and active among all that he had created. 

Only in Zion did the pilgrim find the one who could be called the God of gods. 

Excitement found in the psalm had more to do with whom and what may be found at the temple. 

Temple was viewed as the focal point of being in the presence of God. 

However, God could also be present and experienced outside of Jerusalem. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Psalm invites us into a similar experience. 

We are to define those special places and times when we are in the real presence of God. 

We need these anchors to sustain us in life. 

We need to remember that God can also be found when we might least expect to find him. 

 

One of the contemporary musical arrangements of this psalm is How Lovely, Lord. 

 

Psalm 85 

Psalm is known for its striking portrayal of God’s promise of peace and salvation. 

Promise is delivered in the midst of a current distress that followed a more favorable time. 

Psalm may have originated as a prayer of the people in the midst of the post-exilic era. 

People had recently been restored but they soon found themselves in need of restoration. 

 

 



Psalm was a major inspiration to Thomas á Kempis (1380-1471). 

Kempis wrote The Imitation of Christ. 

Book is considered the most widely read Christian devotional book next to the Bible. 

Text is divided into four books which provide detailed spiritual instructions. 

1) Helpful Counsels of the Spiritual Life 

2) Directives for the Interior Life 

3) On Interior Consolation 

4) On the Blessed Sacrament 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm was also used by the militant activist Oliver Cromwell (1599-1658). 

He became an Independent Puritan after undergoing a religious conversion in 1630. 

He took a tolerant view towards the many Protestant sects of his period. 

He was an intensely religious man and fervently believed that God was guiding his victories. 

He used this psalm to embody the reign of God on earth. 

 

It is another psalm associated with the season of Advent. 

Season encourages us both to celebrate salvation and to pray for salvation. 

It is filled with promise in the midst of a time of waiting and uncertainty. 

Emphasis is not so much on personal sin as it is on corporate and national sin. 

 

Vs. 8 turns to a personal plea that God would hear his petition to speak peace to his people. 

Peace is the expected result of forgiveness.   

Psalm invites us metaphorically to walk a straight path. 

Along this path we will find love, faithful, righteousness, and peace. 

Peace is first connected to the steadfast love of God that is rooted in his promises. 

It is then connected to the faithfulness of God and his dependable presence and commitment. 

It is linked finally and most intimately to righteousness. 

 

Psalm 86 

Psalm stands out as one of two individual complaints or prayer for help. 

It is the only psalm attributed to David in this book. 

Chiastic structure helps us to focus our attention on the center of the psalm. 

Center highlights the concept of the name of God and the nature of God (vs. 11). 

 

 

 

 



Your servant (vs. 1-4) 

Abounding in steadfast love (vs. 5-6) 

Complaint (vs. 7) 

Glorify your name (vs. 8-10) 

Central verse contains your name (vs. 11) 

Glorify your name (vs. 12-13) 

Complaint (vs. 14) 

Abounding in steadfast love (vs. 15) 

Your servant (vs. 16-17) 

 

Word righteousness is not used in the psalm but it illustrates the essence of what it means.   

We are to entrust our lives and future to God in openness to his direction and instruction. 

Such trust does not guarantee a life free of troubles and opposition. 

In the midst of such opposition the writer knows and experiences the goodness of God.  

Words make the psalm a model of prayer. 

 

Psalm 87 – No  

Psalm is known for its interpretive difficulties. 

Scholars have resorted to rearranging the text in an attempt to achieve a smoother translation. 

It is a song of Zion that asserts that Jerusalem is the city of God. 

It is unique in that it gives Jerusalem worldwide significance.   

In view of this psalm it is not surprising that Jerusalem is a sacred place for . . .  

Jews and Christians and Muslims 

Psalm has been used as a baptismal prayer in Dutch Calvinist congregation. 

Hymn written by John Newton – Glorious Things of You are Spoken  

 

1967 to the present . . .  

Directive prohibits an Israeli flag to be raised over the Temple Mount. 

Israeli administration is in charge of general security. 

It does not interfere with internal guarding or the general running of the Mount. 

Currently eleven gates are open to the Muslim public. 

Non-Muslims are only permitted to enter through the Mughrabi gate. 

Jewish prayers on Temple Mount are completely forbidden. 

Muslims are free to pray on Temple Mount but Christians and Jews may only visit as tourists. 

Christians and Jews are forbidden to sing, pray, or show any kind of religious displays. 

 

Psalm 88 – No  

Psalm is classified as an individual complaint / lament. 

It is unique in that the severity of the complaints makes up the whole psalm. 

There is no explicit profession of trust or hymn of praise. 

Scholars see the origin of the complaint to be an apparent terminal illness. 

It could also describe other life-threatening situations. 

In three instances the writer cried out to God (vs.1, 9b, 13). 

Every possible approach (at every possible moment) had been tried by the writer. 

Each time the result is darkness which is literally the final word of the psalm.   

Darkness thus pervades both the psalm and the experience of the writer. 



His situation is similar in many ways to that of the servant in Isaiah 53 and that of Job. 

It prompts a re-evaluation of suffering (both human and divine). 

God has caused the suffering and isolation. 

God is the problem but God is also the solution. 

Scholars note that this psalm shows us what the cross of Christ is about – 

Faithfulness in the face of complete abandonment 

 

In his novel, Sophie’s Choice, William Styron had his main character, Stingo, cite this psalm. 

Stingo is returning to New York to confront a terrible tragedy. 

Stingo and an African American woman sit on a train and begin to read the Bible. 

Stingo describes the Bible as a prescription for my torment. 

Then he says:  Psalm Eighty-eight, I would suggest.   

To which she replies: That is some fine psalm.   

Then they read aloud through Wilmington, Chester, and past Trenton, turning from time to time 

to Ecclesiastes and Isaiah.  After a while they tried the Sermon on the Mount, but somehow it did 

not work for them; the grand old Hebrew woe seemed more cathartic, so they went back to Job. 

 

Psalm 89  

In this psalm the reign of David as king is described in the same terms as the reign of God.  

In this instance the failure of the monarchy seems to imply the very failure of God.  

More than likely it describes the destruction of Jerusalem in 587 BC. 

It was at that time that the Judean monarchy disappeared. 

 

Open-ended conclusion has crucial implications for understanding the shape of the Psalms. 

Once more we hear that it does not appear that God rules immediately in the midst of opposition.   

We are left with questions: 

Do we acknowledge the rule of God and live in fundamental dependence upon God? 

Do we choose to be self-rooted and live in fundamental dependence upon ourselves? 

 

Psalm pivots dramatically at vs. 38. 

Balance of the psalm consists of unrelieved lament. 

Enemies have outwitted and humbled him. 

Rather than the Lord crushing the enemies, the reverse has happened. 

Lord oversaw a dramatic military defeat of the descendants of David. 

 

Vs. 49 – Lord, where is your steadfast love of old  

which by your faithfulness you swore to David? 

 

Problem cannot be that the Lord lacked the might to sustain the king. 

Nor could there be any mistake about the eternal, unconditional qualities of the covenant. 

Writer offers no answers to what excuses the Lord might offer. 

Writer does not know how long the Lord will remain conspicuously absent. 

Psalm ends with a plea that the Lord might remember the plight of the king. 

Plea for the Lord to remember concludes this psalm and concludes the book. 

 

September 11  Book IV (Psalm 90-106) 


