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History 

Israel understood its history to be a life of co-existence with God. 

It was a partnership with God centered on a historical event (the Exodus). 

At that time, God entered into a binding covenant relationship with the Israelites. 

In the course of time, God initiated something new when he made David to be their king. 

In Scripture we see how historical events (stories) showed God’s continual active presence. 

Most catastrophic event (end of Israel as a nation) was seen as God coming to judge. 

It was also interpreted as God coming to renew the people even through their suffering. 

Israelites were the first to discover the meaning of history as the epiphany of God. 

 

Israel was to be a partner with God in these events and to respond to his presence and activity. 

Emphasis was primarily on the actions of God. 

Old Testament showed that Israel did not keep silent about the mighty acts of God. 

People recalled the acts in historical writings and addressed God in a very personal way. 

People raised hymns of praise, boldly asked questions, and complained in the depths of distress. 

In this covenant relationship, Israel could converse with God. 

 

Finest example we have of this conversation with God is the Book of Psalms. 

It is a condensed account of the whole drama of the history of Israel. 

We have already noted that it is impossible to put them in their proper historical periods. 

No reliable indication of the date or occasion is provided. 

Content of the psalms tell us very little about the time and circumstance of their composition. 

One exception is Psalm 137 that presupposes a situation in the Babylonian exile. 

515 BC was time when hymns and prayers were compiled for use in the second temple. 

 

Title of Book of Psalms comes from the New Testament (Luke 20:42 and Acts 1:20). 

Early Christian community read the Scriptures in the Greek translation. 

Word – psalmoi – referred to songs accompanied by stringed instruments. 

Another word – psalterion – referred to a zither (flat wooden box with strings). 

Both words emphasize the musical dimension of the psalms. 

In the Hebrew Bible – tehillim – means praises and indicates their content. 

In whatever mood or mode, these psalms are praises to God. 
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Although there is some variation in the numbering of the psalms, traditional collection is 150. 

Greek Bible contains an additional psalm, Psalm 151, associated with David and Goliath. 

Archaeologists found at Qumran a scroll containing other psalms not found in Hebrew Bible. 

 

Final form of the Book of Psalms took place in several stages, from 5th to 2nd centuries BC. 

 

Hymnbook 

In its present form the Book of Psalms is the product of the post-exilic community of Israel. 

For use in the second temple, task was to arrange hymns and prayers of supplication. 

It also included musical and liturgical notes. 

Scholars know they were to be sung in public worship but they are not sure of the details. 

For example, the word selah, seems to be a signal for a musical interlude or a refrain. 

Review Leader’s Desk Edition (Propers) from Page 60-137. 

 

Clear picture of the place of the psalms is provided by the Chronicler. 

In the original Hebrew, the scroll of Ezra and Nehemiah was part of a large historical work. 

First part was 1 and 2 Chronicles. 

Entire work showed an overall unity that belonged to the work of the Chronicler. 

Term is applied to a school of historical interpreters active in the post-exilic period. 

Deuteronomistic History (Joshua  2 Kings  with Deuteronomy as the introduction) 

Priestly Writing (Genesis through Numbers) 

Chronicler’s Work (1 and 2 Chronicles, Ezra and Nehemiah) 

 

Priestly Writing is an expansion of the ancient Israelite Epic. 

Deuteronomistic History starts with the last days of Moses and concludes with the exile. 

Chronicler’s Work starts with the rise of David and carries the story to about 400 BC. 

 

Read 1 Chronicles 16:7-36. 

Note references to Psalm 96 and 105 and 106 

Choir chants certain psalms and the people respond at the end with Amen. 

 

Worship of Pre-Exilic Israel 

Book received its final form at the hands of those in the second temple. 

Great number of psalms were composed and used liturgically during the pre-exilic period. 

Worship is the expression of our conviction about who God is and how God relates to the world. 

According to Israelites God entered the human world and acted to make history. 

God also intervened to deliver the oppressed and to humble the proud. 

Meditations are based on what God has done, is doing, and will do in the future. 

 

Acts of God included things that the writer experienced personally. 

However, he more often referred to the great events of the past (all the way back to creation). 

One of the characteristic features of their worship was the remembrance of the tradition. 

It was a cultic remembrance which brought the past events to the present. 

It invited worshipers to become contemporary with the historic events that were crucial.   

Even today Jewish people see themselves as being contemporary with the events of the Exodus. 

Good to note: In the other religions, the gods were also seen as being active in historical affairs. 



But Israelites turned to their own historical experiences to confess faith in God. 

 

From Psalm 103:6-7 

The Lord works vindication and justice for all who are oppressed. 

He made known his ways to Moses, his acts to the people of Israel. 

 

Psalm 107 

Community hymn of praise (liturgy of thanks at a festival held at the temple in Jerusalem) 

Four groups of people appear in its verses (could represent the four points of the compass) 

Vs. 4-9  Group of wanderers lost in the desert who finally arrive at their destination 

Vs. 10-16 Story of prisoners who are set free 

Vs. 17-22 Shares about sick people who are healed (sick means foolish ones) 

Vs. 23-32 Story of a group of sailors who are saved from shipwreck 

 

Each of the four sections of the psalm follows a precise format: 

a description of the distress (verses 4-5, 10-12, 17-18, 23-27) 

a prayer to the Lord (verses 6, 13, 19, 28) 

details of the delivery (verses 7, 14, 19-20, 29) 

an expression of thanks (verses 8-9, 15-16, 21-22, 30-32) 

 

In each section, the prayer to the Lord and the expression of thanks are identical: 

Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble 

and he delivered them from their distress (verses 6, 13, 19, 28) 

Let them thank the LORD for his steadfast love 

for his wonderful works to humankind (verses 8, 15, 21, 31) 

 

Model praying with vs. 4-9 

Vs. 23-32 has been used for the launching of ships 

Hymn – Eternal God, Strong to Save  

 

Psalm 108 – No  

Composed by joining Psalm 57:7-11 (vs. 1-5) and Psalm 60:5-12 (vs. 6-13) 

Psalm celebrates the God’s redemption of the people and the return of the exile 

It is an exuberant praise and thanksgiving in response to the steadfast love of God 

Known as the Warrior’s Morning Song 

Hymn – When Morning Gilds the Sky 

 

Psalm 109 – No 

Only pure psalm of imprecation (spoken curse) 

Known as the Judas Psalm with a particular reference to vs. 8 

Peter quoted this verse before the apostles elected the replacement for Judas Iscariot in Acts 1 

In June of 2016 the Senator from Georgia used this same verse in a speech: 

I think we are called to pray for our country, for our leaders, and yes, even our president.  In 

his role as president I think we should pray for Barack Obama.  But I think we need to be 

very specific about how we pray.  We should pray like Psalms 109:8 says.  

It says – Let his days be few, and let another have his office. 



Psalm 110 – No  

A Royal Psalm and a Messianic Psalm  

It can be read for Ascension of Our Lord  

 

Difference in interpretation between Jewish and Christian sources based on Hebrew word Adonai 

Normally translated as my master or my lord (vs. 1 – The Lord spoke to my master) 

Adonai is one of the names of God but in the Hebrew Bible it refers to a human master. 

Jewish people believe that the master in this case is David. 

In the KJV the second word Lord is capitalized to refer to Jesus. 

Jesus quoted this verse during his trial before the Sanhedrin in Matthew 26:64. 

In Acts 2:34-36 this verse is seen as fulfilled in the ascension and exaltation of Christ. 

 

Psalm 111 and 112 

Both psalms belong together and each is an acrostic and each is a song of praise.  

Each poetic line (each half verse) begins with a successive letter of the Hebrew alphabet. 

In Psalm 111 the writer acknowledges the faithfulness of God as established in Exodus 20. 

Writer believes it is his obligation to respond to God not only in praise but in righteousness. 

 

Model praying with Psalm 111 

 

Psalm 111 describes the nature of God and Psalm 112 describes the nature of a God-fearer. 

 

Psalm 113 

Psalms 113-118 are considered integral to Israel for their Jewish festivals. 

Collection is used at the beginning and conclusion of the Passover. 

It starts with the Egyptian Hallel which means praise and is to be read in its entirety. 

Prayer could be read in the morning.  

We read it both in the Season after Pentecost and during Easter. 

It is connected to the story of Hannah (1 Samuel 2:1-10) and the story of Mary (Luke 1). 

Contemporary Bibles have added a title to the psalm: God the Helper of the Needy 

 

Psalm 114 (Easter Vigil) and 115 – No  

Psalm 114 is a song of praise but distinct in that there is no invitation to praise except vs. 7. 

Even in vs. 7 it is addressed not to people but to the earth. 

It consists of a series of poetic allusions to the basic elements of the Israelites’ story: 

Exodus 

Provision of God in the wilderness 

Crossing of the Jordan to enter the Promised Land 

People becoming established in the land 

 

Psalm 115 portrays the human equivalent of the earth’s trembling at the presence of God. 

 

Psalm 116 –Maundy Thursday 

Psalm is a song of thanksgiving.  

It contains a full account of what it means to trust God through challenging circumstances. 

Writer reflects about the experience of suffering, doubt, and hope. 



It is known as the Psalm of Thanksgiving in the Person of Christ.  

City of Belfast in Northern Ireland has vs. 12 at its motto 

 

Model praying with Palm 116 

 

Psalm 117 – No  

It is the shortest of all the psalms in the psalter and is a song of praise. 

Simple message: Praising God is the proper vocation and goal of human life! 

It is used in the Taizé community as a chant. 

 

Psalm 118 – Palm Sunday and Easter  

It is the psalm of psalms for the Easter season and a song of thanksgiving. 

Early church found in the psalm words of persecution and deliverance. 

All four gospels report the crowd reciting Psalm 118:26 on Palm Sunday. 

Psalm 118:14-29 is read on the second Sunday of Easter. 

Other notable verses include 5, 14, 22, and 23. 

 

Psalm 119 

Acrostic structure of the psalm is comprised of twenty-two sections. 

Each section contains eight verses. 

In Hebrew there are eight terms that designate the revelation of God such as dabar (promise). 

In our lectionary we use different verses of the psalm three different times. 

It is the longest psalm and the longest chapter in the Bible. 

 

Psalm 120 – No  

It is the first of fifteen consecutive Songs of Ascent. 

Likely the collection was used by pilgrims on their way to Jerusalem. 

Each psalm is relatively short and thus capable of being memorized. 

Hymn – Out of the Depths I Cry to You 

 

Psalm 121 

It is an eloquent profession of faith in the providence and protection of God. 

It is a psalm for travelers: 

David Livingston read this psalm on the morning he left England for Africa. 

Church has used it in our liturgy for baptisms and for funerals. 

 

From Gretchen: Her mom had this psalm over her kitchen sink and was read at her memorial. 

 

Psalm 122 - Advent 

Only psalm in the collection that is explicitly a pilgrimage song. 

Sequence moves the writer from dispersion (120) by way of a journey (121) to Jerusalem (122). 

Bea Lindsten used vs. 1 as the motto for the Sunday school classes. 

 

 

 

 



Psalm 123 

It is the first complete prayer in the collection. 

Scholars call it one of the loveliest prayers in all of Scripture. 

It is simple and direct, trusting and confident, spoken out of need and with great hope. 

It is a prayer for help in the face of hostility and opposition. 

 

Psalm 124 – No  

In this psalm we hear the report of deliverance from enemies. 

Writer publicly proclaims that help comes from the Lord. 

In 1524, the psalm was paraphrased in German by Martin Luther. 

Hymn title: Were God Not With Us at This Time 

 

Psalm 125 – No  

Psalm focuses on Jerusalem and concludes with a petition aimed at the establishment of peace. 

 

Psalm 126 – Thanksgiving Day  

Scholars find similarities with this psalm and the book of Joel. 

Like the psalm, Joel moves from the articulation of need to the promise of God’s response. 

Both join in proclaiming the good news that God will ultimately provide for his people. 

It expresses the themes of redemption, joy, and gratitude to God. 

Psalm was proposed as the national anthem of Israel by religious Zionists. 

It was one of eleven proposals and was ultimately passed over in favor of Hatikvah in 2004. 

Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin recited it at the White House on March 26, 1979. 

It was for the occasion of the signing of the Camp David Accords with Anwar Sadat. 

 

Psalm 127 – No  

Psalm continues to articulate the importance of trusting God and living in dependence on him. 

It also introduces the possibility of happiness. 

It is used in liturgies for the dedication of new church buildings. 

 

Psalm 128 – No  

It is a companion to Psalm 127. 

It is used on the Feast of the Holy Family. 

It is also the traditional psalm for wedding masses in the Roman Catholic Church. 

 

Psalm 129 – No  

It has been categorized in several ways by scholars. 

It is a lament, communal thanksgiving, and a communal song of assurance. 

It is an individual voice joined by the voice of the community.  

History of Israel is one single passion narrative. 

It is also marked by its persistent faithlessness and disobedience. 

People of God live ultimately by the grace of a steadfast and loving God.  

God is willing to bear our opposition. 

 

Assignment for September 25 

Book V (Psalm 130-151)  


