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Psalm 2 – Transfiguration Sunday 

In the Lutheran tradition, Transfiguration Sunday is immediately before Ash Wednesday. 

 

Psalm 2 contains no less than three distinct voices: 

Voice of God, voice of the rulers of the earth, and the voice of God’s anointed king. 

Entire world is currently in an uproar with the kings of the earth plotting rebellion against God. 

By using the terms nations and people in 2:1 it is everyone who seeks to overthrow God’s order. 

In 2:2 the anointed one is meshiach – a Hebrew word anglicized as messiah. 

Its Greek translation is christos which has come to mean Christ. 

Anointed one was aligned with God and performed a special prophetic, priestly, kingly function. 

 

Christians have a restricted view of what it means to be God’s son. 

We have applied it solely to Jesus Christ. 

In the ancient world it was quite common for a king to claim to be the son of God.  

Power of king over his people was absolute. 

King sought the highest possible endorsement for his rule. 

Divine sonship provided that for the king. 

For the king in Zion to claim to be the Lord’s son was completely conventional. 

It is likely that every king in Jerusalem made the same claim. 

It was also completely conventional for king to describe military prowess in expansive form.   

King could accomplish utter domination of the surrounding nations if he were to ask God. 

 

Is the world actually under the ultimate control of God? 

Or is the order of God yet to be fully realized? 

Word of God comes through one man, the anointed king, the son of God. 

Blessed are all those who take refuge in him. 

 

Verses in the gospels that are connected to this psalm – 

Kings and rulers take counsel together against the Lord and his anointed (trial of Jesus). 

Let us burst their bonds asunder and cast their cords from us (Jesus quote in Luke 19:14). 

He said to me: You are my son!  Today I have begotten you (Baptism of our Lord). 

You shall break them with a rod of iron, and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel  

(Jesus quote in Matthew 21:44).   

 

In Acts 4:23-31 Peter and John recall Psalm 2:1 as coming from David (not unusual). 

Psalm 2:7 is quoted in Acts 13:33 in the sermon Paul preached to the people. 

We see the same verse again in Hebrews 1:5 and 5:5. 

Psalm 2:8 and 9 (rod of iron) is repeated in Revelation 2:26, 27 and 12:5 and 19:15. 

 

 

 



Psalm 8 – Holy Name   

In the Lutheran tradition, it is held on January 1 (Festival of the Holy Name of Jesus). 

 

Psalm emphasizes for us what it means to call God our Lord. 

Very words Lord and sovereign are words used for a king. 

Majesty of God’s name is praised as he reigns over all the earth. 

Writer marvels at the wonder of God’s creation. 

In Psalm 144 it is human frailty that makes God’s interest in us incomprehensible. 

In Psalm 8 it is the fact that the God who established the heavens also cares for human beings. 

 

Human beings are made a little less than divine. 

We bear the image of God and like God we are crowned with glory and honor. 

In our relationship to the world we reflect the character of God as Sovereign. 

God has given us dominion over the created world and put all things under our feet. 

Royal language like that was used previously to describe God. 

It is now ascribed to human beings. 

We are made to share in God’s governance of the world. 

We serve as representatives of God’s own dominion. 

Lordship of God is revealed precisely in his care for us.   

 

At the same time that Psalm 8 recognizes our dominion, it also reminds us of our humility. 

Our finitude and fallibility must be kept in check as we exercise our responsibility. 

We do not stand apart from our fellow creatures, but we stand with them. 

As lords over creation, we are in fact servants of it. 

 

 

    

   Jesus quotes directly from Psalm 8:2  

   when he cleanses the temple  

   (Matthew 21:16). 

 

   In Hebrews 2:6-8 we hear the words  

   of Psalm 8:4-6 repeated. 

 

   Lesson continues to state that God  

   has left nothing out of our control. 

 

   Yet we cannot see completely. 

   But we do see Jesus. 

 

    

 

Same theme is represented in 1 Corinthians 15:27 and Ephesians 1:22. 

 

 

 



Psalm 22 – Good Friday 

Serves as a direct link between the Old Testament and the story of Jesus’ passion. 

Gospels cite and allude to this psalm at least five times in the crucifixion account. 

Important to remember that psalm is not important simply because it appears in the NT. 

New Testament writers drew from it because of its profound expressions of suffering and faith. 

 

Psalm has an intensity that is unequaled among the other psalms of lament. 

Connection between psalm and the story of Jesus’ suffering and death seem natural. 

Jesus’ cry in Mark 15:34 and Matthew 27:46 are the same words voiced in Psalm 22:1. 

Other portions of the psalm provide an outline of the experience of Jesus on the cross: 

Mark 15:29 and Matthew 27:39 describe those who are watching the crucifixion. 

Words mirror the language of Psalm 22:7. 

Matthew 27:43 also frames the taunts of the religious leaders with an allusion to Psalm 22:8. 

In all four Gospels the description of the soldiers’ activity beneath the cross draws on 22:18. 

In addition, John 19:28 Jesus states that he was thirsty (in order to fulfill the scripture). 

 

Original setting of Psalm 22 had nothing to do with the passion of Jesus. 

Messianic reading is a natural result of both the expression of suffering and declaration of hope. 

Expression of hope is something closely akin to the resurrection. 

It is a hope that accompanies Jesus’ passion as well as his grief. 

 

Psalm  Shepherd  Verse  Time  Theme  

Psalm 

22  

Good 

Shepherd  

John 10:11 I am the good shepherd. The 

good shepherd lays down his life for the 

sheep.  

Past  His past 

death for 

His people  

The 

Savior’s 

Cross  

Psalm 

23  

Great 

Shepherd  

Hebrews 13:20-21 May the God of peace, 

who through the blood of the eternal covenant 

brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, 

that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you 

with everything good for doing his will, and 

may he work in us what is pleasing to him…  

Present  His 

present 

care and 

provision 

for His 

people  

The 

Shepherd’s 

Crook  

Psalm 

24  

Chief 

Shepherd  

1 Peter 5:4 And when the Chief Shepherd 

appears, you will receive the crown of glory 

that will never fade away.  

Future  His future 

return for 

His people 

as the 

King of 

Glory!  

The King’s 

Crown  

https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/John%2010.11
https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/John%2010.11
https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Heb%2013.20-21
https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Heb%2013.20-21
https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/1%20Pet%205.4
https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/1%20Pet%205.4


Psalms 22-24 

These three psalms are called the Messianic trilogy. 

Each offer a different glimpse of the character of our Lord as Shepherd. 

Psalm 22 is read on Good Friday. 

Psalm 23 is read on the Fourth Sunday of Easter. 

Psalm 24 is read on All Saints Sunday. 

 

Psalm 69 

We read this psalm during the Season of Pentecost. 

 

In this psalm it is God who is hiding. 

There are some sixteen cries for help and there seems to be no answer. 

Urgent cries come to a head in Verse 17: 

Do not hide your face from your servant for I am in distress – make haste to answer me. 

 

Psalm falls into three major sections (each issuing a call for God’s help): 

1) Save me, O God! 

One who prays this psalm is desperate (even near death). 

One praying is concerned about the others in the community. 

2) Set me free, Lord! 

69:13-18 are desperate cries for help and are at the core of the psalm. 

3) O God, protect me! 

Complaints center on enemies and the wish for punishment. 

It concludes with a final cry for the protection of God. 

Writer vows to praise God with an affirmation of trust. 

 

Those who lived at the time of Christ observed what he said and did. 

People often made connections with this psalm. 

In the cleansing of the temple, his disciples remembered the words from Psalm 69:9. 

When Jesus spoke of the hatred his followers would experience, he referred to Psalm 69:4. 

Similar to Psalm 22, Jesus’ request for something to drink mirrors Psalm 69:21. 

Acts 1:20 gives an account of the death of Judas as a fulfillment of Psalm 69:25. 

 

Outside of the Gospels, Paul made references to Psalm 69:23-24 in Romans 11:9-11. 

In Romans 15:3, Paul understood the insults of opponents in terms of Psalm 69:9b. 

Earliest Christians linked many events to this psalm. 

We also note a number of ties between Revelation and the psalm. 

Revelation 16:1 picks up the theme of the pouring out of God’s wrath from Psalm 69:24. 

Book of the Living theme in Psalm 69:28 recurs in five chapters in Revelation. 

 



Psalm 72 – Epiphany  

Feast day that celebrates the revelation of God incarnate as Jesus Christ. 

Church also celebrates the coming of all nations to the light of God. 

In Christ, the kingdom of God is thrown open to all! 

 

Familiar biblical themes are seen in this psalm as tasks of the king. 

Roles of monarch and prophet become one (church defines Jesus in these same roles): 

Judging rightly with justice defined by God 

Prosperity for all 

Flourishing of all creation 

Care for the poor, the weak, and the needy 

Freedom from oppression 

 

Psalm proclaims the prophetic work of liberation, justice and care for the oppressed. 

Jesus took these same issues upon himself in Luke 4:16-21. 

As shown in the psalm it is the heart of the king that brings forth action. 

In 72:10-11 kings of other nations come to Jerusalem to pay homage to the king. 

Other kings bow down before him not because of power or military strength or wealth. 

They bow before the king because of his ways of justice.   

Each leader of Judah failed to live up to this job description. 

Eventually, Jesus was the only one who could fulfill these words.   

 

Psalm 78 – Holy Cross Day 

In the Christian tradition, there are several different Feasts of the Cross. 

All of them commemorate the cross used in the crucifixion of Jesus. 

Good Friday is dedicated to the Passion of Christ and the day of his death. 

(These days celebrate the cross itself as the instrument of salvation). 

 

In the Roman Catholic Missal, it is called The Exaltation of the Holy Cross. 

In 1973 the name changed to The Triumph of the Cross. 

In the Anglican and Lutheran churches, it is called the feast Holy Cross Day. 

 

Theme of the psalm is the relationship between God and his people. 

It describes the life of the Israelites from the time in Egypt to the election of David as king. 

Story is not told in chronological order since the aim of the writer is not to write history. 

It is to give examples for coming generations on how not to act. 

There is something to learn from history and that is what the writer wants to stress. 

He wants the people to have trust in God and to follow the commandments of God. 

 

Rationale for this psalm to be designated for Holy Cross Sunday: 

In 78:1 the word teaching indicates that the psalm is one of instruction. 

In 78:2 the word mysteries is a starting point to talk about the mystery of the cross. 

What it meant for the early Christians is seen in Ephesians 2:16 and 1 Corinthians 2:1-2. 

In 78:38 the unconditional mercy of God is stated against the background of their behavior. 

God could have chosen wrath, but God chose compassion and forgiveness. 

Theologically we say that God poured out his wrath on the one who hung on the cross. 



From the time of the cross there is always the possibility of forgiveness and of starting over. 

What is said about our Lord in 78:38 is our only hope.  

Sign of that hope is the holy cross upon which Jesus died. 

 

Jesus quotes Psalm 78:2 in his explanation of the use of parables (Matthew 13:35). 

 

Psalm 93 – Christ the King Sunday 

It is the final Sunday of the church year and the Sunday before we start the Advent Season. 

 

Psalm focuses on God as Creator and Sustainer of creation. 

From the very start the words declare the majesty and strength of God. 

God established firmly the world for eternity. 

It fits well with Jesus’ declaration in John that my kingdom is not of this world. 

Pilate was thinking too small when he asked Jesus if he was King of the Jews. 

Psalm places the words of Jesus within their greater context. 

 

Psalm also reminds us that there is more to the reign of God than human issues and concerns. 

Imagery in the psalm is intense and frightening. 

Churning waters were the very definition of chaos. 

God controls even the most chaotic natural forces of the earth. 

In order to participate in the kingdom, we are also responsible for our part in it. 

We need to be attentive to the kingdom of God that is not always visible to us. 

 

Psalm 110 – Ascension of our Lord  

Feast is the departure of Christ from earth into the presence of God in heaven. 

Real relevance of Jesus’ ascension lies in this exaltation. 

It is celebrated on the 40th day of Easter and always on a Thursday. 

 

Jesus quoted from Psalm 110 when he stood before Caiaphas at his trial (Matthew 26:64). 

Jesus’ claim to be the Messiah was consistent with the Old Testament prophecy. 

Jesus was not claiming to teach anything new. 

 

Difference in interpretation between Jewish and Christian sources pivots on the word Adonai. 

In Hebrew the word is usually translated as my master or my lord. 

While Adonai is one of the names of God, the Tanakh uses it as a human master (David). 

In 110:1 that would mean The Lord spoke to my master. 

In the King James Version, the second word Lord is intended to point to Jesus. 

As the Lord is speaking to another Lord, the two distinct divine Persons are involved. 

Acts 2:34-36 states that this verse was fulfilled in the ascension and exaltation of Christ. 

 

Jewish and Christians interpretations also differ in the language of 110:4. 

It describes a person who combines the offices of king and priest. 

It was exemplified by the non-Jewish king Melchizedek. 

Jewish scholars say the Hebrew word kohen (priest) refers to a ministerial role. 

It could also be applied to a chief ruler. 

They interpret the promise to mean You will be a head and prince of Israel (David). 



Christian scholars reject this interpretation. 

In ancient Israel there was no one who held the offices of king and priest simultaneously. 

However, that title could be given to Jesus.  

Psalm is used in Hebrews 5:6. 6:20, 7:17 and 7:21 to give Jesus the title of High Priest. 

Melchizedek had no successor, nor has Christ. 

 

Psalm 118 – Palm Sunday / Easter Sunday 

Church found in this psalm the words of Jesus who remembered his suffering and persecution.   

Words of the psalm fit the Passover. 

Early Christians saw in it themes that spoke most directly about God’s vindication of Jesus. 

All four Gospels report the crowd at Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. 

It was there that Jesus recited Psalm 118:25-26. 

Portion of this psalm is read on Palm Sunday (118:1-2 and 118:19-29). 

Another portion is read on the Second Sunday of Easter (118:14-29). 

 

Early church read all the prayers for help (in first-person) as the prayers of Jesus. 

Psalm gives expression to confidence and praise for God’s salvation of Jesus from the dead. 

Invitation to praise in 118:24 is most suited for Easter. 

Christians came to understand all these festive images as suggestive of Jesus’ life. 

And the day became the day of the resurrection, the Lord’s Day. 

Connection between the psalm and Jesus is not to claim that the writer spoke about Jesus. 

It is the recognition that the way that God provided salvation fits the circumstances of Christ. 

 

Assignment for October 30 

Read Isaiah 49-53 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


