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Let me start with Monday, the day we held the funeral service for John 

Barnes.  It felt good and right to be in the church to celebrate the life of 

such a faithful and devout man.  Redeemer was home to John, and we 

wanted to do our very best to prepare our house for our guests.  Our 

members came early to turn the lights on, to put oil in the candles, to 

iron the funeral pall, to set up for communion, to arrange the flowers, 

and then to greet people as they arrived.  And in Fellowship Hall more 

members came early to cover our tables with our best linen, to arrange 

the plates and silverware, to make sure the food was on the table in time 

for the reception, and then to stand ready to serve the people.    
 

I am forever grateful to this church because of all the volunteers who 

work behind-the-scenes so that I can pay attention to the other rituals 

of our church.  Diane carried the cross, the flag was ceremoniously 

removed from the casket as Ron and Betsy then draped it with our white 

funeral pall that displayed the Lamb of God.  Lessons were read from 

Scripture.  Our prayers were steeped in tradition and our hymns spoke 

of a hope that transcends our time on earth.  No matter our background 

the invitation was made to come forward to be part of the body of Christ 

as we ate the bread and drank the wine.  It is what we do as the church. 
 

On the evening before I was with the family at the funeral home.  I read 

the traditional prayers that offer comfort and peace to a grieving family.  

I invited everyone to introduce themselves and for those who grew up 

in the church they talked about being confirmed at Redeemer and how 

they were married here.  Some of the grandchildren talked about the 

legacy of faith that their grandfather left them.  It is what we do as the 

church.  We teach the faith so it can be passed on to the next generation.  

We preach the gospel so that we are motivated to proclaim the good 

news of God’s love to those who have yet to hear its message.  We sing 

our praises to God in thanksgiving for the myriad of ways he pours out 

his mercy and grace upon us.  And we gather as a community to fulfill 

our mission.  As the church we worship, baptize, confirm, marry, and 

bury.  

On this day my heart soars with that of the psalmist who cries out – 

How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts!   

My soul longs (indeed it faints) for the courts of the Lord. 

My heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living God. 
 

Last week I shared with you that I am a computer geek and this week I 

confess that I absolutely love the rituals of the church.  Rituals ground 

us in worship.  Like for John Barnes they bring us home.  In baptism it 

is our ritual to use the same words every time we baptize in order to 

remind us of how we die to our sins and are raised to new life.  We 

recite the Creed in the same tradition of the early church.   
 

On Reformation Sunday it is our ritual to use the same litany every year 

as we confirm our youth.  It reminds us that we are to continue in the 

covenant God made with us in holy baptism.  In marriage it is our ritual 

to invite God to the wedding feast to bless the newlyweds in their 

profound love for each other.  And in death it is our ritual to drape the 

funeral pall over the casket as a visual that the one who was baptized is 

now clothed in white and joins the great multitude as they sing –  

Blessing and glory and thanksgiving and honor and power and might 

be to our God forever and ever.  Amen  
 

I love the rituals of the church because they are an outward expression 

of our faith.  It was Mary and Joseph who traveled to Jerusalem for the 

presentation of Jesus and the purification of Mary.  In Luke each of 

their actions (circumcision, naming, purification, presentation, and 

consecration) were the normal flow of events following the birth of a 

firstborn son in a Jewish family.  Mary and Joseph were obedient to the 

Lord and were unquestionably pious.  They had Jesus circumcised on 

the eighth day.  Joseph gave the child the name mandated by the angel 

Gabriel.  Mary and Joseph offered the required sacrifice.   
 

But the author of Luke is not just highlighting what they did but why 

they did it.  Their rituals were loaded with purpose. 
 

In the story Simeon and Anna are introduced to redirect us to the plan 

of God.  Once more we see that Mary and Joseph are willing servants.  

They listen attentively to the blessing bestowed upon their child from 

those who were waiting for the Messiah to come.  Not only will Mary 

and Joseph continue to support the law, but they will support Jesus as 

he works from within God’s purpose.   



And in just these few verses we recognize that an essential part of 

Judaism is the praise of God in all of life. 
 

Jewish laws went beyond ritual acts that took place in the temple.  

Jewish laws taught that God was to be honored when one rose up in the 

morning and when one laid back down at night.  God was to be honored 

when one left the house and when one returned.  God was to be honored 

in how one dressed and what one ate.  Ritual observances had a well-

established place in their devotional life at home and they existed to 

deepen the faith of the faithful.    
 

As the church we are here to worship, baptize, confirm, marry, and bury 

but it would be awesome if we could recapture some rituals that were 

outside of our worship.  Work schedules, school schedules, and after-

school activities mean that families eat fewer meals together.  Prayers 

before meals and family Bible studies are observed in fewer and fewer 

homes than just a generation ago.  We are losing the daily markings 

that recognize the sacredness of life and the presence of God in the 

every-day.  Too many people assume that God is found only in certain 

places (like in the church or in the Bible).  We forget that we are to take 

God home with us when we leave this sanctuary. 
 

Our challenge is to find effective rituals for celebrating the presence of 

God in the ordinary.  We need to greet the morning with gratitude and 

celebrate the meal placed before us by offering our words of thanks-

giving.  We need to mark the rites of passage.  Light a candle on the 

anniversary of our baptism.  Remember to give God the credit when we 

are accepted into college or have a new job.  And for those who are 

married, we are to celebrate our anniversary as if we invited God to our 

wedding feast all over again.   
 

Words are powerful, especially in the context of rituals.  The words 

spoken to Mary and Joseph are the center of our story, but they stand 

in a powerful context: obedience to the Law, celebration of a birth, 

worship in the temple, and a recognition that the promises of God are 

being fulfilled.   
 

Mary and Joseph saw God at work.  Simeon and Anna responded to the 

Holy Family by speaking words of blessing.  The blessing gave the 

ceremony meaning that it would not have otherwise.   

And when Mary and Joseph finished everything required by the law of 

the Lord, they returned to their home in Galilee.   
 

On Monday our community laid to rest a faithful and devout man.  We 

followed the cross of Christ (before and after the service).  We heard 

the words of blessing found in Scripture and in our prayers.  We ate the 

bread and drank the wine as the body of Christ.  And when I was 

finished for the day I returned home grateful for the rituals of the 

church.  Amen  

 


