
PENTECOST SUNDAY 

June 5, 2022 

 

Text: Acts 2:1-21  

Theme: Filled With the Holy Spirit   

 

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father  

and Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen  

 

It is widely accepted that the author of the Gospel of Luke is also the 

one who penned the Acts of the Apostles.  In his first book he wrote 

about all that Jesus did and taught until the day that he was taken up 

into heaven.  The second book starts with Jesus telling his disciples to 

return to Jerusalem.  There they are to wait for the power of the Holy 

Spirit to come upon them and then it will become clear what comes 

next.  They did as they were told.  They waited and while they waited 

they devoted themselves to prayer.   
 

On Pentecost the Holy Spirit takes center stage.  After fifty days those 

who were all together in one place (and while still in prayer) heard a 

sound like the rush of a violent wind and it filled the entire house.  All 

who were present were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 

in other languages as the Spirit gave them ability.  Each heard in their 

own native tongue.  Amazed, astonished, and perplexed the people 

asked one another – What does this mean? 
 

We understand this to mean the birth of the early Christian church.  It 

is in the Book of Acts that we are told that the death, resurrection, and 

ascension of Jesus Christ is not the end of the story.  There is still 

more to be told and more work to be done.  It is a new beginning. 
 

It is in Acts that we read about Peter and his powerful preaching that 

led thousands of people to become followers of Jesus Christ.  It is in 

Acts that we read about Stephen taking on the life of a martyr for the 

sake of the gospel message.  It is in Acts that we read about Paul and 

his transformation on the road to Damascus.  In 3 different journeys 

he travels around the Greco-Roman Mediterranean world preaching 

the good news of our Lord and Savior.  Each of these apostles (and 

many more) had the zeal of the Lord within them.  Each of them was 

filled to the brim with the Holy Spirit.   

We follow in the traditions of the early church so we cannot let today 

just be another date on the liturgical calendar.  We cannot just let this 

be the day we adorn ourselves and our worship space in red.  If we 

truly believe the Spirit is present and accounted for then we need to 

let that mighty wind wash over us and all God’s people.  We need to 

let the Spirit of God whisper in our ears in the language we under-

stand and trust that same Spirit will give us the words to speak to a 

troubled world.  Now more than ever we need to let the power of the 

Holy Spirit work in us.   
 

I remember writing a pastoral letter to the congregation in 2012 after 

20 children and 6 adults were killed at the Sandy Hook Elementary 

School.  I do not remember the content of the message but my intent 

was to offer some comfort and hope.  Since that time there have been 

other occasions to write to you based on some of the events that 

followed.  I never addressed them because they grew to be too many.   
 

When 19 children and 2 teachers were killed at the Robb Elementary 

School it seemed like another pastoral letter was needed.  I will 

confess that I did my best this time to offer more than prayer even 

though we must be like the early apostles and constantly devote our-

selves to prayer and supplication.  We are to pour our hearts out to 

God and ask for the courage to act in ways that tell others of our love 

for God and for those who suffer.  We are to offer God our words of 

thanksgiving for any blessings that we see even in the darkness.   
 

Since the war started in Ukraine and the outbreak of mass shootings 

started up once more in our country I rediscovered Romans 8.  It 

offers us the best description of the Spirit and the best understanding 

of how to live in the Spirit.  Once filled with the Spirit we can then 

see how God will give us the ability to meet people where they are so 

that they can hear the good news of Jesus Christ.  It is the very Spirit 

of God that will allow us to speak their language.    
 

What we read in Romans 8 is that through the death and resurrection 

of Jesus Christ God has done what the law could not do.  Thanks be to 

God who made it possible for us to walk not according to the flesh but 

according to the Spirit.  It is his very Spirit that dwells within us to 

offer us life and a sense of peace that the world cannot give.  And 

since the Spirit of God lies within us then we have full access to God 

(100% of the time) (24/7). 



And just as important when led by the Spirit we no longer have to fall 

back into fear.  God has made us his own and God has marked us with 

the cross of Christ forever.    
 

With this as our foundation of faith Paul goes on to acknowledge our 

suffering.  It is never pleasant.  It rarely adds to the meaning of life 

and is something we avoid whenever possible.   
 

Paul describes suffering as all of creation groaning in pain.  We also 

groan inwardly as we wait for our redemption.  It is another time 

when we are told to wait until creation is set free from its bondage to 

decay.  It is the basis for our hope and so we are to wait with patience.  

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness for sometimes we just do 

not know how to pray.  At that time the Spirit of God will intercede 

for us with sighs too deep for words.  God will search our hearts and 

know what is on our minds.   
 

Are these the words we can speak to a troubled world?  We can tell 

the world that God gives us the freedom to make different choices in 

life.  We can live in the Spirit and living in the Spirit means life and 

peace (and not their absence).  We can tell the world that God wants 

to dwell within us so that we have full access to God especially when 

tragedy falls upon us.  We can tell the world that God loves them so 

much that God gave his only Son to save and redeem them.  Will the 

world listen when we tell them to stop living in fear but instead to live 

in hope?   
 

The world will never know about God unless we speak.  The people 

in Ukraine need to hear that God is with them.  The people in Buffalo 

and Uvalde and southern California need to hear that nothing 

(absolutely nothing) will be able to separate them from the love of 

God in Christ Jesus our Lord.   
 

The world will never know about God unless we speak.  We are filled 

with the Spirit and we call upon that very Spirit to strengthen us for 

our work, to muster our courage, and to provoke us to action.  If we 

heed the word and work of the Spirit then we will inevitably be 

pushed beyond what we can imagine and end up stirring things up.  

We have a story to tell, mercy to share, love to spread, and we cannot 

rest until we are done.   
 

Let us not wait for the next tragedy to happen.  It is time for the rush 

of the wind to enter our church.  It is time for all of us to see what 

gifts the Spirit has given each of us to speak so that others can hear in 

their own language.   
 

We cannot let today just be another date on the liturgical calendar 

when we adorn ourselves in red.  In the midst of a troubled world let 

the Spirit of God be at work in our hearts.  As we come together in 

worship we lift our voices to God in prayer and in song and we share 

a meal at the Lord’s Table to be strengthened and renewed.  Then 

(and only then) do we go back out into the world and show others the 

love of God in Christ Jesus knowing that in the midst of pain and 

suffering God is at work to turn evil into good as God intended the 

world to be when God first created it. Amen  

 

 

 
 

 


