
Pentecost Sunday 

May 23, 2021 

 

Text: Acts 2:1-21 

Theme:  Filled with the Holy Spirit   

 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ – Amen  

 

Pastors always hope that at least one of our sermons in our lifetime is 

classified as memorable.  In seminary I still recall a sermon delivered 

by one of my professors that was based on the Parable of the Sower.  

He told us the role of the sower was to keep dropping seeds along the 

path and to allow others to follow who would nurture their growth. It 

was an important lesson for those of us ready to be called to our first 

parish.  That sermon was delivered more than twenty-five years ago. 
 

In my studies this week I ran across an article that highlighted a 

sermon delivered by Joseph Sittler that was described as remarkable.  

He was a Lutheran minister and a respected theologian.  He graduated 

from Wittenberg College and later taught at one of our Lutheran 

seminaries.  He moved on to become a professor of theology at the 

University of Chicago until his retirement in 1973.   
 

This remarkable sermon was delivered towards the end of his life.  It 

was based on Psalm 104 (our psalm for today).  When he read the 

lesson he recited it from memory.  His sight was so impaired that he 

was declared legally blind.  That in itself drew the congregation to full 

attention.  He knew the text so well that the people could actually feel 

the passion of the psalmist.  His words and inflections caught in detail 

this beautiful relationship that God has with his creation.  He spoke of 

the sacredness of creation and our role in it / in such a way that thirty 

years later those in attendance still recall what he said and how he 

said it.  
 

Due to the technological capabilities we now have at our disposal I 

was able to find one of his sermons on this psalm and I listened to it 

this week.  It helped me realize that the best place to start a sermon 

about the power of the Holy Spirit (that we celebrate on Pentecost 

Sunday) is to first talk about the power of the Creator.   

Psalm 104 is an amazing tribute to the wisdom of God who made the 

earth with such skill and grace.  God placed all living creatures (even 

the cicadas) (even us) in a world that still fills us with child-like 

wonder.   
 

When we read this psalm we can picture the open hand of God full of 

food / ready to feed us.  We can picture the face of God so close to 

ours that we can feel his breath upon us.  Our entire being depends on 

our Creator who sustains us so completely, so closely, and so lovingly 

and is so intimately involved in these most basic aspects of our lives.   
 

But that is not all that we hear in this psalm.  The intimacy is set be-

side a sense of child-like wonder at his majesty.  We hear of a God of 

glory and might, so powerful that a glance or a touch can make the 

earth tremble and smoke.  The God of love is also a God of power and 

we stand in awe at knowing we have a relationship with such a 

heavenly being.  We join the psalmist when he says – Praise the Lord, 

O my soul.  Praise his holy name. 
 

On Pentecost Sunday, the psalm offers us a reminder that the very 

existence of the church depends upon the love and life-giving power 

of the Creator that is evidenced through the love and life-giving 

power of his Spirit.  As the Creator gives life to the world so the Spirit 

gives life to the church.  How did that community first come to be?  It 

is a remarkable story.   
 

It starts with the four gospels that tell us about the life, death, and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ.  And then in Acts we learn that after the 

resurrection Jesus ascended into heaven but left instructions that there 

was more work to be done, there was more to come.  The ministry of 

Jesus needed to be connected to all people.  So just as the Creator 

shaped Adam out of the dust of the ground and breathed into him the 

breath of life to cause him to come alive, the Holy Spirit came down 

to breathe into the believers so they could become a living entity 

called the church.   
 

As a church we embrace the work of the Holy Spirit.  We say that we 

are filled with the Spirit of God.  But how do we know if someone has 

the Spirit?  I invite you to look at the people who are sitting closest to 

you.  Do you think they have the Spirit of God within them?  Is there 

a tongue of fire sitting on top of their heads?   



Are they able to speak a foreign language they never spoke before?   
 

One clear way to know that we have the Holy Spirit is to participate 

in a faith community that makes us want to get up on a Sunday 

morning, get dressed, and enter a house of God.  In Acts those who 

received the Holy Spirit were in one place and were of one accord.  

They were not just in the same building.  They did not just go to the 

same church.  They had a commonality of thought and a clear vision.   
 

We will struggle for a while to see what our faith community will 

look like in a post-pandemic world.  Some people will hesitate to 

come back (at least for a while).  Others are making decisions to 

move across the country.  And then there are those who are connected 

to us through our livestreaming and we want you to feel included as 

well. 
 

Over these months we have invited the Holy Spirit to find an opening 

in our church by which to enter.  Like those believers who suddenly 

spoke in a language they never spoke before we want the Holy Spirit 

to come and equip us in areas we have never experienced before for 

this reason . . . to preach and teach the gospel in a way that is relevant 

to our world.  Our purpose as the church is the same as it was for the 

early believers.  We are to draw people to the cross of Jesus Christ.  

We are to find those who are outside the church and let them know 

what is going on inside and invite them in.   
 

But some on the outside will be skeptical about what we do.  In the 

lesson from Acts those on the outside heard the rush of a violent wind 

and saw the divided tongues of fire and how the believers began to 

speak in other languages as the Spirit gave them ability.  And they 

sneered at the believers and assumed that they were filled with wine.  

They assumed the people were drunk.  We have to love the answer 

Peter gave them.  He said it was too early to start drinking (smile).   
 

But here is another sign that we are filled with the Holy Spirit.  We 

will wake up in the morning ready to take on the day with joy in our 

hearts, glad to be alive, thankful that this is the day that the Lord has 

made.  It will make us absolutely giddy to those who observe us.      
 

 

 

God has shaped us to be a peculiar people (people that will make 

others curious about what make us different).  God has called us to be 

a holy priesthood, a holy church.  We do not have a hold on the Holy 

Spirit.  The Holy Spirit has a hold on us.  We are in one place to be of 

one accord to connect people to the ministry of Jesus Christ.  Amen  


