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Last Sunday I talked about prayer which is a favorite topic to preach 

on and relatively safe.  In contrast to that, I tend to shy away from 

talking about money even though Jesus brought it up in his teachings 

more than any other topic.  Why am I so reticent?  Because people 

have told me they do not want to hear about money all the time.  All I 

have to do is say the word money and I can see everyone start to shut 

down.  In our stewardship efforts we struggle all the time about how 

best to inform you about our financial needs (and with what frequency 

that message should go out) because we do not want to overdo it.   
 

It is clearly a taboo topic but guess what?  We are going to talk about 

money this morning!  We are going to talk about money in an honest 

and healthy way.  And I put my hand on this Bible to solemnly swear 

to you that (in this sermon) I will not at any time ask you for money. 
 

It all centers today on our gospel lesson.  We find Jesus in the middle 

of teaching against hypocrisy when a man interrupts Jesus and tells 

him (he does not ask him) to intercede on his behalf.  He is in a 

dispute with his brother over his share of the family inheritance.  But 

Jesus does not render a judgment on the matter.  Instead, he uses this 

situation as a teaching moment to talk about greed.  And he opens that 

discussion with the statement that our lives do not consist in the 

abundance of our possessions.  
 

Oh, how we love our stuff.  And the more money we have the more 

stuff we can accumulate.  To be fair our desires start innocently 

enough.  For young people, it is selecting careers that are based on 

passions and the desire to make enough money to pay off college 

debts while still living a comfortable life.  Then it escalates to viewing 

money as a scorecard.  It indicates to us how much we are valued by 

others and how much we value ourselves.  And off we go into the 

land of consumerism (and in the middle of it all) we hear this warning 

from Jesus who tells us that such desires can lead to greed. 

Greed is not about money or about our possessions but it is about the 

insatiable feeling of never having enough money, enough time, or 

enough things.     
 

In June of this year I read an article that was entitled:  

How much money is enough?   
 

The author of the article I read interviewed friends and random people 

he talked to in airports and he ran into on city streets.  For the most 

part people were satisfied with their financial status but absolutely 

everyone wanted more.  As for the author, he was honest about his 

early desire to pursue money above all else.  Now (looking back) he 

knows he sacrificed too much.  He gave up too many opportunities to 

be with his friends and family so that he could work longer hours so 

that he could get ahead.  He was getting rich but he was not living a 

rich life.   
 

Most of us in this part of the country do not struggle over finances.  

Most of us who follow Christ do our very best to be responsible 

stewards of what we have been given.  But even if we are satisfied 

with what we have (and have a healthy perspective on how to manage 

our affairs) we live among the richest people so the temptation for 

more is always there.  So how do we live a life that keeps in check our 

abundance? 
 

Once Jesus identifies the problem as greed, he continues and tells the 

Parable of the Rich Fool.  It is in this story that we learn how to use 

our money to prepare for a life that imitates Christ.  We learn how our 

money relates to our faith.  It is a good lesson to teach our children as 

they develop values about wealth and possessions. 
 

In interpreting this parable, it is important to understand where the 

rich man went wrong.  We have every indication that he acquired his 

wealth from good and honest work.  He is rich and he wants to plan 

for his future.  It is all good except for the fact that his true self comes 

out when he has this whole conversation with himself.  We hear in his 

words how his good fortune has skewed his vision so that everything 

he sees starts and ends with himself: 
 

I will do this: I will pull down by my barns and build larger ones. 

And there I will store all my grain and my goods. 
 



It is an absolutely egocentric conversation that is made worse when he 

addresses his very soul: Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many 

years; relax, drink, and be merry.  It is the reason God declares him a 

fool.  In this monologue there is no thought to using his abundance to 

help others, no expression of gratitude for his good fortune, and no 

recognition of God at all.  He has fallen into the trap that life (the 

good life) belongs to him apart from his relationship with God.   
 

Martin Luther King, Jr. told a story in one of his sermons about the 

wife of man who had an automobile accident while in Atlanta.  The 

first question he asked when he received the call from paramedics was 

– How much damage did it do to my Cadillac?  He never asked how 

his wife was doing.  Now that man was a fool. 
 

Let me say it again: the rich man is not called a fool because of his 

wealth or his ambition.  He is called a fool because he gives infinite 

value to all of these earthly things that are finite.  He has all that he 

believes he wants and more.  Yet (at the end of the day) it proves 

inadequate.  It is a sobering ending to the story to learn that his wealth 

does not secure his future at all: 

It was that very night that his life was demanded of him. 

All the things he had prepared – whose will they be? 

So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves. 
 

Instead, we are to seek our riches through God.  And what would that 

look like?  As we read the rest of what Jesus says in the gospels it 

becomes pretty clear.  Our time spent with God and with family and 

with friends is critical.  Stories like the Parable of the Good 

Samaritan invite us to think more broadly about who our neighbor is.  

In other places Jesus teaches us to care for the poor, to love our 

enemies, and to do good for those in need.   
 

Money can do a lot of wonderful things.  It can provide for us and for 

our families.  It can be given to others in need.  It can be used to 

create jobs and promote the general welfare of all people.  And it can 

make possible a more comfortable life.  So it is not about the money.  

It is about our attitude towards the money and how it affects those 

around us.   

 

 

We are challenged today to think about ways that we can live into the 

kind of abundant life that our money and possessions can support.  It 

works well when we have a clear understanding that all that we have 

comes from God and is to be used for his purpose.   
 

God offers us a life that is truly fulfilling.  It is a life of learning to be 

content with whatever we have and (within the context of our 

relationship with God) turning it into everything we could ever need.  

It is a life that gives back (or pays it forward) by serving those around 

us.  Jesus calls this being rich toward God.   
 

When we define our lives in this way then we can see the truth that 

our lives do not consist in the abundance of possessions.  Amen  


