
7th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

July 19, 2020 

 

Text: Matthew 13:24-30 and 36-43 

Theme: Weeds Among the Wheat 

 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ – Amen  

 

We are in the season of parables and I love it!  One of the well-known 

New Testament scholars, Charles H. Dodd, described parables as 

metaphors that took common experiences and made them alive in the 

minds of the people.  Parables are meant to be evocative so that the 

obvious becomes less so upon further examination.  Some parables 

catch us off guard because we become the character in the story that is 

not well-liked.  In all of them Jesus offers us a glimpse into the 

kingdom of God.  In all of them there is an element of mystery which 

explains why the disciples (after they leave the crowds and are in a 

more private space) always ask Jesus to clarify them.   
 

Our story for this Sunday is only found in the Gospel of Matthew and 

it is known as the Parable of the Weeds Among the Wheat.  On the 

surface it is a fairly straightforward tale.  It starts with weeds being 

sown in the middle of the night by an enemy.  The weed is known as 

the bearded darnel (a devil of a weed).  Known in Biblical times as 

tares the bearded darnel had absolutely no value other than to cause 

havoc when planted among the other crops.  Its roots surrounded the 

roots of good plants, sucking up precious nutrients and even their 

water supply.  It made it impossible to root it out without damaging 

the good.  And on top of it all, when it was above ground the darnel 

looked identical to wheat until it had matured and yielded seed.   
 

So this antagonist came while everyone was asleep to plant these 

weeds among the wheat.  If you ask me he seems somewhat of a 

coward to do it in the dead of night.  And in the morning when the 

servants discovered the weeds they ran immediately to the house-

holder and wanted to know where they came from and how did they 

get all mixed in with the good seed.  I imagine it was with a very calm 

and peaceful voice that the householder explained that an enemy had 

done this.   

Well then the servants were even more eager to rip those weeds out 

from their roots so as not to damage the good crop.  Once more the 

householder held steady and said – No!  That was too dangerous!  In 

uprooting the weeds they would also uproot the wheat.  He told them 

to let the weeds and the wheat grow together until the harvest.   
 

Without hearing the interpretation that comes later in the chapter we 

can look at this story and make some good assumptions.  Jesus is 

telling us that it is not for us to separate the weeds from the wheat.  

Fair enough!  On our own we can figure out that this is about the good 

and the bad.  Only God can make those kinds of judgments and in due 

course we believe God will act in a just way.  In the meanwhile we 

must be patient.  We must wait because in the world of parables it 

may even be possible for those weeds to turn into wheat!   
 

It all sounds reasonable until we hear how Jesus explained the parable 

to his disciples.  The weed represents the children of the evil one and 

the wheat represents the children of the kingdom.  For me it is a bit 

more serious than the good versus the bad.  Remember that Jesus used 

in his example the bearded darnel (a devil of a weed).  It was a weed 

that had no redeeming value and entwined itself around the good and 

sucked up its nutrients and robbed the wheat of its water.  So if the 

weed and the wheat are to grow together that means that good and 

evil (really evil) are to co-exist until the end of the ages.  Only until 

then will the Son of Man come and separate the two.  Only until then 

will the evil ones be thrown into the furnace of fire and the good ones 

will join God in his heavenly kingdom.  And in the meanwhile we are 

not to take it upon ourselves to rid ourselves of these bad children.     
 

This seems like a recipe for disaster.  It makes absolutely no sense to 

let evil run rampant among the good.  It seems ridiculous to think that 

the good is strong enough to overcome the devious ways of evil . . . 

the enemy who comes to do his work while everyone is sound asleep.   
 

But I love the wisdom of God through Christ!  Jesus used the bearded 

darnel to illustrate to us the dangerous nature of evil.  In Matthew 7 

Jesus described evil as false prophets who would come dressed in 

sheep’s clothing but were instead ravenous wolves.  In our story from 

last week, the Parable of the Sower, the seeds were thrown out in a 

carefree and random fashion and some landed on good soil (but not 

all).   



But in this story the weed was planted among the wheat intentionally.  

Here the enemy deliberately sowed evil among the good. 
 

Our parable for today assumes that evil exists.  And in this lesson we 

hear an acknowledgment that because evil exists our world is not 

what God intended it to be.  So what does God do about it?  Do we 

have to wait until the end of times for God to act?  In other parts of 

the Bible people asked if God was asleep since no judgment was 

being executed upon false teachers and these children of the evil one.   
 

God does judge and at the same time God is working good out of evil.  

Our best example of this is the cross upon which Christ hung.  It is the 

cross that offers the best testimony that evil happens and yet it is not 

strong enough to defeat the love of God.  And it is that love of God 

for all of us that gives us the strength and courage to stand right next 

to evil and believe that God can (and will) work through it.   
 

As we have already acknowledged, it will be up to God to sort out the 

wheat from the weeds, the good from the evil.  But please do not hear 

in this parable that we are to be complacent about combating evil.  

We are encouraged to face the evil we deplore that runs through the 

world and our nation and our communities and our own houses (and 

in ourselves).  We are to work against evil for the sake of the good.  

But ultimately it is and will be up to God to make that final judgment.   
 

And this has two important implications:  First of all we rarely know 

what is in the heart other people (why they speak and act as they do).  

And while we may oppose their words and actions we do not have the 

power or right to try to remove them from God’s redemptive love.  

Our judgment is limited.  What if God had uprooted David who killed 

Uriah so that he could take Bathsheba to be his wife?  What if God 

had uprooted Peter after he denied Christ three different times in the 

courtyard?  What if God had uprooted Paul for persecuting the early 

Christians?  What if God had uprooted us after we committed a sin?   
 

Second of all we need to trust that God will redeem the world on his 

time and in his way.  Believing this frees us to take responsibility for 

caring for our little corner of the world.  We do not have to defeat evil 

because that is the job for God.  But we can care for our neighbor and 

speak out against injustice and support those in need.   

Waiting for God to enact his final judgment and redemption is hard 

when we see so many people in pain.  But confident in his judgment 

and mercy and love we can nurture the wheat and strengthen what is 

good all around us.  For while the enemy is powerful, our Lord is 

more powerful still.   
 

We need to be the good soil in the midst of evil.  We are to live the 

gospel.  We are to carry the light of Christ into the world.  We are to 

stand tall next to the enemy.  And let us be quick to thank God that we 

have until the very end of time before that final judgment comes.   

Amen  


