
6th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

July 4, 2021 

 

Text: Mark 6:1-13 

Theme: God Bless America  

 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen  

 

It is Sunday and it is July 4th.  For one of the few times in my ministry 

I set aside an in-depth study of the assigned Scripture lessons to offer 

a sermon on what this national holiday means to people of faith.  I do 

so with a clear sense of purpose because it is important to connect our 

faith in God with our responsibilities as citizens of the United States.   
 

We begin with words from John Quincy Adams who in 1776 said the 

fourth day of July would be one of the most memorable times in the 

history of America.  He thought it should be celebrated by future 

generations with parades and fireworks and lots of festivities.  He also 

thought it should be commemorated in every house of worship and be 

decreed a day of deliverance.  From one end of the continent to the 

other he thought people should lift their voices in solemn acts of 

devotion to praise our God Almighty. 
 

Redeemer Lutheran Church sits close to our nation’s capital (the seat 

of our government).  When I first moved here I remember telling my 

friends who live in other parts of the country that the local news was 

the same as the national news.  So I understand the importance of this 

day to those who work in the government and its branches and for 

those who serve in our armed forces.  I understand the importance of 

this day for those of us who are citizens and reap the benefits of our 

freedom.  It is a day that should be taken seriously in our houses of 

worship.  We should do as John Adams suggested and lift our voices 

to praise God.      
 

May God bless America! Today we remember and celebrate the 

blessings that God has given our nation.   
 

And for that we will now move from 1776 to 1863.   

It was the middle of the Civil War when President Abraham Lincoln 

addressed the nation to offer a weary and forlorn people a hopeful 

perspective.   
 

In his speech he noted the blessings of fruitful fields and healthful 

skies.  Such bounties (he said) were constantly enjoyed by everyone 

and they were not to forget the source from which they came.  Even at 

a time of war their gardens put fruit and vegetables on dinner tables.  

When people walked outside they could still see the brilliant colors of 

a sunrise and know a new day was dawning or see a sunset and know 

that it was time to rest.  And there were other blessings (he said) 

which could be added that were also extraordinary.  In the words of 

Lincoln such things could penetrate and soften even the heart which 

was perpetually insensitive to the ever-watchful providence of the 

Almighty God.   
 

In the midst of a civil war of unequaled magnitude and severity which 

at the time invited and provoked aggression there were in other parts 

of the nation peace that was preserved, order that was maintained, 

laws that were respected and obeyed, and harmony that prevailed.  

Farmers still tilled the ground.  Land was still cleared to enlarge the 

borders of settlements.  Mines still yielded even more abundantly than 

before the signs of war.  The population steadily increased apart from 

the waste and the loss of lives that took place on the battlefields.   
 

Lincoln ended his list of blessings with this: No human counsel hath 

devised nor hath any mortal hand worked out these great things.  They 

are the gracious gifts of the Most High God who (while dealing with 

us in anger for our sins) hath nevertheless remembered mercy.  He 

continued: It has seemed to me fit and proper that those blessings 

should be solemnly, reverently, and gratefully acknowledged (as with 

one heart and one voice) by the whole American people.   
 

Next let us now move from 1863 to 1941.  It was President Lincoln 

who reminded us that God blessed our nation, and now it will be 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt who will remind us that those 

blessings from God included our freedom.  He delivered a State of the 

Union address that reminded our country of our four critical freedoms 

(freedom of speech, freedom of worship, freedom from want, and 

freedom from fear).   
 



At a time when our country was recovering from the Depression and 

Americans feared entering another World War, Roosevelt provided a 

powerful affirmation of shared values and a call to action to defend 

them.  As freedoms were disappearing in occupied areas of Europe, 

he reminded Americans that their commitment to freedom was the 

foundation for everything that would be asked of them in the future. 
 

With this as our background we now move from 1941 to 2021.  For 

many Americans, we have turned those blessings and freedoms to 

mean doing what we want (when and how we want) without anyone 

interfering or stopping us.  But just like the freedom we have in 

Christ, our freedom as a nation cannot be so absolute.  It cannot be the 

absence of rules.  The bottom line is that with blessings and freedom 

come responsibility.   
 

If we are allowed to do what we want then we are take responsibility 

for what we do.  If we define freedom as our ability to just be our-

selves then we also need to accept the fact that we cannot be truly free 

if others are starving or are homeless.  We cannot be truly free unless 

we work to guarantee that all people will have the same fundamental 

and basic rights that we have so that they (too) are blessed.   
 

On this day, the nation’s leaders remind us of all the blessings that we 

receive from God.  Each of them spoke at a time in our history when 

times were uncertain (when we separated from England, when we 

were in the middle of the Civil War, when the threat of later wars 

loomed over us, and when people suffered through the Depression).   
 

As people of faith (who are also citizens of the United States) we can-

not concentrate solely on our blessings and the freedoms those 

blessings afford us.  It is a challenge to balance all of that goodness 

with an equal understanding that we need to confess and repent of our 

collective sin when we withhold freedoms from others.  Revisiting the 

words of Lincoln we are to understand that the Most High God sees 

our sins but has nevertheless remembered mercy. 
 

When we say May God bless America we are declaring that we want 

God to be on our side, to be our Advocate.  But when we flip the 

phrase to say May America bless God we acknowledge our desire to 

be on God’s side, to be his witness.   

Ultimately as people of faith we want the will of God to prevail, the 

One who rules over heaven and earth.  We want God to continue to 

bless us and we (in turn) are to praise God and listen to God and obey 

God.   
 

On this July 4, 2021, we come to this house of worship to count our 

blessings and to recall our freedoms.  We believe that without God 

there could be no form of government that could suffer through so 

much and remain standing.  John Quincy Adams, Abraham Lincoln, 

and Franklin D. Roosevelt were just a few men who recognized the 

hand of God as being the most basic expression of who we are as a 

nation.  We also acknowledge the faith and work of such women as 

Sojourner Truth and Rosa Parks.  All of them took their blessings and 

freedoms to guarantee the freedom of others.  With the help of God 

may we do the same.  
 

May God bless America and may America bless God.  Amen  
 


