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Title: Go on Your Way 

 

Last week Connor spoke briefly about our mission trip to Leech Lake 

Reservation which is located just outside Bemidji, Minnesota.  He did 

a wonderful job of giving you some brief insights into our experiences 

there.  In the August newsletter you will be able to read all of the 

reflections written by our youth.  It will offer you some insights in 

how they processed all that they saw and heard. 
 

Without exception (and no matter the destination) someone on these 

mission trips will ask me if we can really make a difference in the 

lives of the people we serve in such a brief period of time.  I am quick 

to respond yes and then I offer some rationale:  With each encounter 

we have (with another person) we are planting seeds for the gospel.  

Our words and actions become an example of what it means to follow 

Jesus Christ.  On our trips we are the hands and feet of Christ.  We are 

to listen respectfully to the stories of people like the Ojibwa tribe and 

we are to take what we have learned and let it develop further our 

own faith in God through Christ. 
 

The rationale I offer our youth is not reserved for those who go on our 

mission trips.  It is meant for us as well only we do not make it as 

clear.  Let me explain.  In our worship we gather each week in the 

name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  We are nourished by his 

word and we are fed at his table.  Once communion is over we move 

quickly to the end of the service to receive a blessing and to sing a 

closing hymn.  As the last stanza is sung our assisting minister stands 

at the back of the church and says: Go in peace.  Share the good news.  

And we all respond: Thanks be to God. 
 

It is in this last part of the service that we are commissioned to go out 

from this place to make a difference in the lives of the people we meet 

(no matter how brief the encounter).  Instead, we all relax because our 

worship is over.  We greet each other and share some coffee and have 

a brief conversation with others before we dash home or do whatever 

else we have planned for the rest of the day.   

And in seven days we return to repeat the pattern. 

So what happens from one worship experience to the next? 

In what ways do we share the good news of Jesus Christ? 

Do we have to go to Bemidji to be the hands and feet of Christ?   
 

We come each week to worship and that is awesome.  It is central to 

who we are as Christians.  It is what God commands us to do.  We 

come to learn how our Scripture lessons connect us with what is 

happening in our world.  We come to be healed and we come to 

deepen our relationship with God.  We come to sing our praises to 

God.  We come to be part of a community in the best sense of the 

word.  Church is the perfect context for us to make a difference and to 

do something meaningful and to be part of a cause bigger than our-

selves.  As we talked about a couple of weeks ago, church is at its best 

when it points away from ourselves and takes into consideration the 

needs of our neighbors.  It is here in this space that we are to become 

better equipped to do his work outside these walls.   
 

As the church we need to embrace our calling to be sent out (to be 

living, active carriers of the good news).  At the end of our worship 

we are to be so filled with the gift of the Holy Spirit that with joy and 

wild enthusiasm we leave this house of worship with a renewed 

passion to proclaim Christ in word and deed.  We are to put a lid on 

that coffee cup so it is ready to go and without delay.  We are to be 

burning with desire to see where God might lead us.  You see, we do 

not have to be born with exceptional gifts or outstanding talents to do 

this work.  God calls all of us to the ministry of proclamation.  Our 

only qualification is that we have to recognize Christ in our lives.   
 

For those of you who are new to our church, over the past couple of 

years several small group ministries have met to help us gain the 

confidence we need to speak about our relationship with Christ to 

others.  It is not an attempt to convert others but it is an attempt to 

look for an open opportunity to share what it means to have a relation-

ship with a living God.  We look for open doors.  We look for people 

who are receptive and open to the things of God.  And we learn to 

start with our own story because it is the one we know the best.   
 

I thought about following the example of Jesus Christ (as outlined in 

our gospel reading) and sending us out into the mission field today.    

We could go out in pairs and scatter ourselves throughout McLean not 



knowing what we would encounter but confident that we go with God 

at our side.  We could go right now and leave everything in the pews 

and return around 3 pm.  And when we return we could talk about all 

the different people we met and what we said and how they received 

his word.   
 

I will not do that (today) because I know if I would attempt such an 

outlandish thing more than likely you would never come back (ever).  

In truth we as the church are excellent doers of the word but not as 

strong in preparing our people for proclamation.   
 

Our gospel reading may not be practical for our context but it does 

teach us a great deal about what it means to be sent out into the world.  

When Jesus asked his followers to do his work, he did not instruct 

them to gather people into his home so that he could teach and heal 

them.  We already listed the value of being inside the church but there 

are an equal number of valid reasons to go from this place to share the 

good news.   
 

We gather for worship in order to be scattered.  Our worship is to 

continue as we meet people where they are and accompany them on 

their journey.  It allows us to see what God wants us to see.  We are to 

go unencumbered with stuff.  We are to see clearly how God will 

provide for us.  We are to go with the strength and wisdom of God as 

we offer hope to a hurting people.  In prayer we go to familiar places 

(and sometimes the unknown) to leave behind the goodness of God.   
 

Our greatest obstacle to this kind of work is ourselves.  We come up 

with so many excuses as to why we cannot talk about Christ (we are 

inexperienced, we do not have the right words, we could say the 

wrong thing).  Let me remind you that Moses tried all those excuses 

out on God and it only confirmed to God that Moses was the perfect 

candidate to be his spokesperson.  We think that in our proclamation 

we have to somehow present Jesus in such a powerful way that others 

will be convinced that they need him in their lives.  God does not 

expect some flowery dissertation to come out of our mouths.  God just 

wants us to proclaim Christ in our own way and with the words that 

he will give us.  God just wants us to be our true, authentic selves. 
 

 

 

So back on the Leech Lake Reservation we interacted with the Ojibwa 

people.  We took every open opportunity to be in conversation with 

them to listen to their stories and to share our own.  With each 

encounter seeds were planted for the sake of the gospel.  Our words 

and actions became an example to them of what it meant for us to 

follow Jesus Christ.  We were his hands and feet.   
 

Please do not allow our worship to end when our assisting minister 

says: Go in peace.  Share the good news.  Enjoy your cup of coffee 

and a brief conversation but when you leave, be on a mission trip and 

with joy and wild enthusiasm, go on your way to proclaim Christ.  

Amen  

 


