
3rd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

June 26, 2022 

 

Text: Luke 9:51-62 

Theme: But First Let Me . . .   

 

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father  

and Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen  

 

I still watch the movies on the Hallmark Channel but I also set aside 

time to watch a show called the American Ninja Warrior.  Every week 

I am amazed at the intense training all of the competitors must endure 

before they attempt these obstacle courses that are incredibly difficult.  

To be a real competitor requires a great deal of mental and physical 

strength, constant training, and certainly a passion for the sport. 
 

Last summer a McLean High School student was in the competition.  

In his interview he talked about how it took more than seven years for 

him to qualify for this event.  When he was ten years old his father 

built him an obstacle course in the basement of their home so he could 

practice every day after school and on weekends.  It paid off because 

he made it all the way to the finals. 
 

In our gospel lesson Jesus finished his journey through Galilee and set 

his face to go to Jerusalem.  All of his ministry up to this point was 

meant to prepare him for what would take place once he arrived in the 

city.  Jesus was determined and focused.  In spite of the fate that 

awaited him he was moving ahead.  And in our lesson for today we 

hear the kind of intense training that was necessary for those who 

wanted to follow him.  It required an immeasurable amount of inner 

strength and certainly a passion for Christ and his mission.   
 

The obstacle courses that these top athletes attempt to conquer pale in 

comparison to what Jesus is asking of his disciples.  Taken at face 

value the gospel for today is a difficult one.  It does not leave any 

wiggle room.  Jesus is inviting any would-be followers to change the 

direction of their lives and to let go of the traditions and values they 

clung to.  As we will see a commitment to Christ leads to a testing of 

loyalties on all fronts.     

Bottom line is that unlike other decisions we need to make in life 

there comes a time when it is necessary for us to declare the depth of 

our commitment to God.  God does not want to be just some kind of 

convenience that we call upon when we need something or when we 

find ourselves in trouble.  God does not want to a second thought.  

Adopting a life of discipleship was never meant to be a part-time or 

momentary promise.  It was meant to be life-changing.  It was meant 

to be a reset of our priorities so that we could respond to the call of 

our Lord completely.   
 

What makes this gospel so difficult is that Jesus is calling all of us to 

really examine our lives and that is never easy or comfortable.  He is 

telling us to pay attention to the direction of our lives, the values we 

claim to hold, how we live and embody those values, and then see 

how they line-up with Christ.  In a culture where we have too many 

choices and so many temptations this kind of commitment is difficult 

to wrap our minds around because it implies a single path.   
 

And this is where it gets really interesting because Luke offers us 

three examples with three different people who need to decide if they 

will follow Jesus.  We are privy to the conversation but Luke fails to 

tell us how these potential disciples finally respond to Jesus.  We do 

not know whether they embrace his message with joy and go with 

him to Jerusalem or if they turn away discouraged.  Both responses 

are possible and in the end Luke has left us the task to put ourselves in 

the story to determine how we would respond.     
 

In the first scene we find an exuberant fan proclaiming: Jesus, I will 

follow you wherever you go.  What an impressive statement!  Such 

words may have crept into our own prayers from time to time since 

the basis of our faith is to follow Christ.  And Jesus could have 

responded with his usual: Come and see.  Instead he gives the would-

be follower a saying to ponder: Foxes have holes and birds of the air 

have nests but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.   
 

In his ministry Jesus was dependent on the hospitality of others as he 

traveled from one town to another.  If they rejected him then he was 

out on the streets for the night.  Jesus was making it clear that it 

would be the same for anyone who decided to go with him.   

 

 



In our setting we would not become homeless because of our commit-

ment to Christ although the same is not true for those who live in 

other parts of the world.  Jesus is challenging us (in our context) to 

think about how much we value our possessions and if any (or all) of 

those things stand in the way of faithfully following him.   
 

Since Luke does not tell us what the enthusiastic person did in the end 

we are left to consider what we would do.  Would we follow Christ 

and surrender all of those things we value most in life or would we 

walk away because the sacrifice was too great?  First we would have 

to determine what we value and then we would have to decide if it 

was worth the cost.   
 

In the second scene Jesus was the one who initiated the conversation 

and said to another:  Follow me.  But that person was ready and quick 

to respond: Lord, first let me go and bury my father.   
 

Good response!  In light of the Ten Commandments and the Jewish 

traditions he knew it was his responsibility to provide for the burial of 

his parents.  The request to first go and bury his father was more than 

reasonable.  It was law-abiding.  How then do we explain Jesus’ 

words: Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and 

proclaim the kingdom of God.  
 

Luke is now setting the deeply rooted Old Testament law over against 

the priority of discipleship.  Luke seeks to see if a would-be follower 

can match the resolve of Jesus even when it comes to our families.  

Once more we are left to determine what we would do.  Jesus’ words 

seem harsh and unloving but Luke turns the focus on us.  He is now 

lifting up the different ways we will delay our obedience to God.   
 

The third person jumps into the conversation with his or her own 

excuse: I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say farewell to those at 

my home.  Jesus responds with another rigorous demand.  Once our 

hands are on the plow we cannot look back.   
 

Do we follow Christ or not?  For Christ there is no room for us to say 

but first let me . . . Such language only puts conditions on what Christ 

considers to be an unconditional invitation.   
 

Are we going to Jerusalem with him or not? 

I was not kidding when I said that this was a difficult gospel.  I wish I 

could explain away Jesus’ words to sound better to us but I cannot.   
 

On this Sunday, perhaps the best we can do is decide not to live a life 

where we start our commitment to Christ with the words: I will follow 

you, Lord, but let me first . . . and then we fill in the blank.  Instead let 

us lead with our hearts to love and forgive and welcome and give as 

Jesus has taught us to do no matter the cost.  On this day we can yes 

without any qualifiers and then enter into the intense training needed 

to be a follower of Christ.  Amen  

 


