
3rd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

June 13, 2021 

 

Text: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 and 14-17 

Theme: We Walk by Faith  

 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen  

 

Last week in our lesson from Genesis 3 we were reminded how God 

created us in his image and intended us to live in perfect harmony 

with his will.  But then sin entered the world and ever since we have 

been out of sync with God and each other.  At the end of the sermon 

we were to let the question God asked Adam – Where are you? – be 

the voice we hear before we say or do something that would further 

separate us from our love for God and neighbor.   
 

Sin can make us hide from God and it can make us afraid of God.  Sin 

can make us so ashamed of ourselves that all we want to do is show 

God our good side.  We might even go so far as to blame God for our 

sins.  These were all the lessons we learned last week as we (with 

humility) acknowledged that sin is the wedge that exists between God 

and us.   
 

But thanks be to God that God stayed in relationship with humankind 

despite our sinful nature.  In the Old Testament the prophets were 

constantly sending messages to the people for them to return from 

their evil ways and from their evil deeds.  Return to me, says the Lord 

of hosts, and I will return to you.  Listen and hear my voice.   
 

I would like to propose that this return to the Lord is done by faith.  

Faith is what will put us back on track to be in harmony with God.  It 

is the antidote to sin.  It is what reframes our life when things do not 

go as planned because it can also put a wedge between God and us.  

When we come to know the truth about ourselves and our need for 

God in Christ then we will discover the true source of our strength to 

combat sin as well as the hardships that come our way.   
 

It is impossible to overestimate the value and power of faith.  It is and 

always has been at the core of our relationship with God.  Faith is the 

key that allows us access to the goodness of God.   

For those who have lived long enough we know it is all we have 

sometimes to hold ourselves together.  It carries us and brings us out 

of some situations that would otherwise keep us stuck (like in quick-

sand) had we not believed in the power of God.  When we use the 

word faith it is not to be another word we add to our vocabulary.  Too 

often we talk about it much like we talk about the Holy Spirit.  We 

know it exists but we cannot quite explain it very well to others.   
 

Even though faith is a noun it best operates as a verb.  Like the work 

of the Holy Spirit it requires and demands action.  It moves us and 

unsettles us and motivates us.  It shakes us to the core and pushes us 

and forces us even closer to God. 
 

But here is something we need to understand about faith.  It does not 

operate where there is a guarantee of victory.  Faith operates best 

where there is a possibility of loss.  It is not faith if we have a written 

guarantee that something will all work out in our favor.  It is faith 

when we lay our situation before God and believe that the hand of 

God is on it even when the likelihood of a good outcome is 

questionable.  It is faith when we believe God is involved even when 

we do not experience the presence of God in the moment.   
 

We all know people who have demonstrated incredible faith.  We see 

it clearly when they have gone through unthinkable ordeals and yet 

continue to believe in God.  In my experiences it was the woman who 

suffered with AIDS and who (as soon as I entered her hospital room) 

was already praising God in prayer.  It was several friends who used 

their cancer diagnosis to teach me what it meant to live a full life in 

the midst of an unwanted outcome.  In all of these situations it was 

clear the source of their strength came from God.  They took what life 

offered them and knew it demanded action.  Yes, it shook them to 

their core but it also moved them closer to God.   
 

I see this depth of belief to be almost a two-step process.  In the first 

step we come to believe.  It is like how Jesus described the kingdom 

of God in our gospel reading for today.  Seeds of faith were planted 

within us.  Eventually it sprouted and grew (we know not how).  We 

marveled that what started out so small could grow exponentially.  

But this is only the first step.  In the second step we come to trust that 

God walks beside us through all the peaks and valleys of our lives.   



We lean into the God who is so close to us that we can feel his breath 

upon us.  It is noteworthy that immediately following these parables 

about the kingdom is the story of how Jesus stilled a storm.  It is the 

story Vicar Hephzibah will address next Sunday.  But there is another 

version of the story that is found in Matthew 14.  Here Jesus does 

more than still the storm.  Jesus walks on water and so does Peter.  It 

is one of the most dramatic moments of faith found in the Bible. 
 

The scene opens with Jesus dismissing the crowds and his disciples 

while he goes up to the mountain by himself to pray.  Evening 

approaches.  The disciples are still in a boat when it grows dark.  The 

winds are blowing against them as they desperately try to get to the 

other shore.  But their efforts are in vain.  They are far from land and 

with every attempt to row forward the winds push them back further.  

By now it is early in the morning and they are exhausted from their 

ordeal.  In the midst they see something walking towards them and 

they are terrified because they think it is a ghost.  Jesus immediately 

speaks to them and says:  Take heart.  It is I.  Do not be afraid. 
 

In the Greek – take heart – means – be confident.  It is I were the 

same words that God used to introduce himself to Moses at the 

burning bush.  Do not be afraid reminds us once more that fear 

separates us from God but the absence of fear puts us back in 

harmony with him.  We have come to the point in the story where 

faith demands action so Peter says – Lord, if it is you then command 

me to come to you on the water.   
 

Already a believer (step one) Peter is now ready to step into the 

second phase of faith.  He is about to trust that the God who is 

walking on water on a dark and stormy night will be with him when 

he walks towards him.  It is a wonderful image of us walking towards 

Christ when we are in the dark, fighting the waves that are battering 

our boat, working against a wind that pulls us further from our 

destination.  Peter has a lot on his mind, he is not progressing as he 

should, and things are not going as well as he had hoped but he gets 

out of the boat.    
 

He gets out of the boat and walks on water.  He is doing swimmingly 

well (smile) because he keeps his eyes on Jesus.  But as soon as he 

takes his eyes off of Christ and notices the strong wind, he sinks.  

Fear once more grips him.   

He cries out to Jesus to save him and Jesus immediately reaches out 

his hand and catches him.  And when they both get in the boat the 

winds stop.   
 

Faith cannot grow if all we see is the bad and believe in the worst.  

Faith cannot be moved if we stay in the boat.  We are to open our eyes 

to unprecedented possibilities.  We are to dwell on the power of God 

that is right there with us in the dark and when the winds are against 

us.  Peter was so focused on the boisterous wind that he could not stay 

focused on Jesus.  We need to keep our eyes on Christ. 
 

It is what it means to walk by faith.  It is the antidote to sin.  It is what 

reframes our life when things do not go as planned.  Look up and be 

confident.  Look ahead and know that it is God who stands in front of 

us beckoning us forward.  It is what will put us back on track to be in 

harmony with God.  Amen  

 

 

 


