
2nd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

June 6, 2021 

 

Text: Genesis 3:8-15 

Theme: Where Are You? 

 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen  

 

We are now in the Season of Pentecost that will last until November 

14.  The liturgical color is green to remind us that we are in a time of 

spiritual growth.  Each Sunday our readings from Scripture will offer 

us stories that give valuable insights and lessons about life.  In order 

to get the most out of these lessons we will need to lay ourselves bare 

before God (to be truly honest with God) and then be clothed with his 

healing touch.  It is what happened for Adam and Eve.  It is what can 

happen for us. 

 

One way then to introduce our first story (that is found in Genesis) is 

to think about the numerous times in our lives when we have said or 

done something that we immediately or later regretted.  As soon as 

the words came out of our mouths we could tell by the reaction we 

got from others that it was the wrong thing to say.  As soon as we 

acted in a way that was hurtful to someone else we wished we could 

take it back.  We say to ourselves: If only we could turn back time.  If 

only we had the good sense to stop ourselves before it was too late. 
 

I want us to view our Old Testament lesson from this lens so that we 

can learn how to move forward after the deed (after the sin) is done.  

We cannot take back what we already said.  We cannot undo what is 

already done.  So now what?   
 

The story of Adam and Eve is not to be seen as a historical account. 

So we do not have to spend our time trying to figure out if serpents 

talk and if God really walked in the garden.  To do so will distract us 

from the real story (our story).   Like Adam and Eve God created us 

in his image.  Like Adam and Eve God made us totally different than 

anything else in all of creation.  God made us so that we could be in 

perfect harmony with his will.  God made us to be good stewards of 

his creation.   

But our reality is that we live in a world that is broken by sin (our sin) 

(the things we say and do that are counter to his will).  Our story from 

Genesis lets us see how quickly life can change based on a few words 

and an action.  In this case it changed the fabric of the world as we 

know it and changed our relationship with God forever.  
  

As the story goes God carved out this special place for Adam and Eve 

that we call the Garden of Eden.  It was a beautiful place where rivers 

flowed gently and all kinds of trees were in it.  In the center of the 

garden God placed a special tree by which good and evil were known.   

God gave Adam and Eve instructions that (if they obeyed) would 

show God their complete love and devotion for him.  God told them 

they could eat of any tree in the garden but this one.  They were not to 

eat of it or touch it or they would surely die.   
 

In a perfect world that was a very simple instruction.  It would be 

their way of worshiping God – to live in perfect harmony with the 

will of God, to be in perfect harmony with each other as husband and 

wife, and to be good stewards of his creation.  But it did not take long 

for a serpent (the personification of evil) to come in order to ruin the 

perfection that God created.  In his first attempt to tempt Eve into 

doing the wrong thing Eve actually did a good job of resisting.  She 

was clear that she and Adam had access to all the other trees in the 

garden except for this one.  And she was equally clear that if they ate 

or touched that one tree they would surely die.   
 

But the serpent did not give up so easily.  As is true with evil it will 

keep attacking and attacking until we fall.  So it persisted and Eve 

took the fruit and ate it.  She gave some to her husband who ate it and 

then their eyes were opened and suddenly they knew good from evil.  

Adam and Eve looked at each other in their nakedness and said –  

What have we done?  If only we could turn back time and stop 

ourselves just seconds before we acted so foolishly.  
 

In a single moment (in a single action) they disobeyed God and it 

changed forever the fabric of the world and our relationship with God. 

There was nothing they could do to shut this box again.   
 

At this point God walks into the garden and he asks – Where are you? 

(the very first words in Scripture that God spoke to humankind).  Now 

we will see the shift in relationship between God and Adam. 



Adam was just a few minutes ago in perfect harmony with God.  Now 

he hides from God.  He is afraid to be in the presence of his Creator.  

In other parts of the Bible we talk about the fear of the Lord being in 

awe of God but here it really means to be afraid of.  Not only is he 

suddenly afraid of God but he is ashamed of his own nakedness.  Sin 

so quickly changed his heart.  God then asked Adam if he ate of the 

forbidden tree.  Adam could have come clean in that moment.  He had 

the chance to say – I am sorry.  I have sinned.  I broke your one and 

only commandment.  But instead he said – God it was the woman that 

you gave to be with me who gave me the fruit from the tree and I ate 

it.  As I meditated on this text this week it suddenly dawned on me 

that Adam did not blame Eve for his sin.  Adam blamed God. 
 

When we put ourselves into the story we hope that we would not hide 

from God or play the blame game.  We hope we would stand before 

God and say that we have sinned and have fallen short of what God 

demanded of us.  Yes, we will pay a price for what we say and what 

we do but we cannot let ourselves hide from God because there is 

more to this story.  God knew what Adam and Eve had done but God 

still searched for them.  Although they were unable to name their sin 

God opened up a conversation with them so they could see what they 

were unable to confess.  God weeded through the blame game and 

established new boundaries. 
 

God could just as easily have wiped the slate clean at that moment.  

God could have started over with many different rules in place.  

Instead God turned to the serpent and said it was finished.  It would 

be crushed.  God said there would be hostility between God and Satan 

(not between God and humankind).  God then turned to Adam and 

Eve and offered them grace.  Yes, women will feel the pang of 

childbirth but women will also have the joy of holding that child once 

it is born.  Yes, men will sweat as they work through the thistles and 

thorns of the ground but at the end of the season they will have food 

on their table.  Yes, at the end of our lives we will return to dust but 

God has a plan that offers us eternal life.   
 

Our first lesson in this Pentecost Season is that God does not stop 

loving us.  God does not toss us aside.  His undying love for us is 

sealed with a promise.    

It came centuries later when Jesus Christ entered the world.  Jesus 

Christ, the Son of God, dealt with the problem of sin and death that 

we on our own could not fix.  Jesus lived in perfect harmony with the 

will of God.  He was not made in the image of God, he was God.  He 

took every one of our sins and carried them to the cross.  His words – 

It is finished – has new meaning when we place his crucifixion next to 

Genesis 3.  On Easter, God in Christ was victorious over the evil one 

he crushed.   
 

Whenever we find ourselves on the edge of saying something we 

might regret or doing something that is foolish, stop and listen to the 

voice of God who asks:  Where are you?  God offers this question in 

order to prevent us from going down that path.  But if we do not heed 

his voice God will find a way to bring us back into his grace and 

mercy.  We do not need to hide.  We do not need to be afraid of being 

in his presence.  His undying love for us will remain.  Amen   


