
2nd SUNDAY OF PENTECOST 

June 19, 2022 

 

Text: Luke 8:26-39 

Theme: Bound with Chains and Shackles  

 

A quote from Maya Angelou – History, despite its wrenching pain, 

cannot be unlived but if faced with courage it need not be lived again. 
 

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father  

and Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen  
 

It is Juneteenth Day and we celebrate with our siblings the day when 

the news finally reached Galveston, Texas, that all enslaved people 

were to be set free.  The announcement came a full 2½ years after the 

signing of the Emancipation Proclamation.  News did not travel very 

fast back then. 
 

A little more than 150 years later Juneteenth is now a federal holiday 

and the first new federal holiday since 1983.  That was when former 

President Reagan signed Martin Luther King Jr. Day into law.  I must 

confess that for some of us both holidays have become just another 

day off.  Thanks be to God that we have both days set aside to remind 

us of where we have been and where we need to go.  
 

Much of what I read this week acknowledged that we still have work 

to do to come to terms with how slavery continues to affect the lives 

of all Americans.  Our schools are still segregated if not by law then 

by practice.  Jobs are not always given to those most qualified.  And 

the acts of violence against people of color have escalated at an 

alarming rate.  We need to heal that which still divides us.   
 

While a national holiday will not put an end to racism, today is meant 

to be a day of celebration and an opportunity for those of us who are 

not of African-American descent to recognize what is wrong and to 

set about making it right.  We need to make a commitment to work 

together for all that is good and just for the sake of all people.   
 

It is no secret that slave owners used the Bible to justify and regulate 

American slavery.  People selected certain chapters and verses and 

took the words of Scripture out of their original context.   

It allowed them to not only keep their slaves as property but also to 

put limits on their freedoms and to punish them severely when 

disobedient.   
 

Last week Pastor Josh reflected on the truth of the gospel that we 

know through the triune God.  We lean into that truth now as we look 

at Luke 4.  It is not in our lessons for today but I believe it best 

captures the essence of Juneteenth Day. 
 

In Luke 4, Jesus (filled with the power of the Spirit) started his public 

ministry by first entering Nazareth (his hometown).  He went to the 

synagogue and delivered his very first sermon.  As he stood up to read 

Scripture, the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him.  He 

unrolled it and found the place where it was written: The Spirit of the 

Lord is upon me to bring good news to the poor.  He has sent me to 

proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to 

let the oppressed go free, and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 

favor.   
 

And then Jesus rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and 

sat down.  With all the eyes of the people in the synagogue fixed on 

him he told them that on that day those words from Scripture were 

fulfilled in their hearing.  
 

Jesus (filled with the power of the Spirit) set the tone and named the 

priorities for his ministry.  Jesus would be bringing good news to the 

poor, the captive, the blind, and the oppressed.   
 

In his very first sermon Jesus challenges our notion of power.  Power 

allowed masters to own and control their slaves.  Yet Jesus is telling 

us that by the power of the Holy Spirit we will be able to accomplish 

for others what others cannot accomplish on their own.  By the power 

of the Holy Spirit we will be able to break down the barriers that we 

have put in place (intentionally or unintentionally) to keep others in 

check.   
 

In the eyes of Christ power is power only when it sets others free, 

only when it builds up others, only when used for the betterment of 

those around us.  The power of God at work in Jesus Christ pushes us 

to rethink our notions of power.  It makes us turn our attention away 

from ourselves to those around us. 
 



But this very first sermon of Jesus offers us something else.  We 

cannot avoid the conclusion that filled with the power of the Spirit 

Jesus declared that God sees all of us (not just the ones the world 

sees).  Filled with the power of the Holy Spirit Jesus testified to the 

fact that God focuses on all those who are overlooked, forgotten, 

and/or discarded by society.  All distinctions that we make to separate 

ourselves from others fade away in the face of God’s grace.  God sees 

all, loves all, and makes a promise to redeem all. 
 

Who are the poor?  In the context of Luke the poor are not only 

defined by their economic status but include those who are for any 

number of reasons relegated outside the boundaries of God’s people.  

Insiders and outsiders are to receive the grace of God.  God has 

opened a way for those who believe to be in the realm of salvation 

and wants us to proclaim his word to those who have not yet come to 

believe so they can also belong to his family. 
 

Who are the blind?  In the context of Luke the blind are those in need 

of physical healing and includes those whose eyes need to be opened 

to the light of the gospel message.   
 

Who needs to be released from captivity? In the context of Luke the 

meaning is broad and inclusive.  It is those who need to be released 

from their sins so they can be restored into the community.  It is those 

who need to be released from the power of Satan.  It is also the slaves, 

those who carry any kind of debt, and even includes the return of all 

land to its original owners. 
 

Those who heard this sermon were delighted because they believed 

Jesus was speaking to them.  They saw themselves as the immediate 

beneficiaries of the Lord’s favor without realizing that they were the 

ones who used their power to put restrictions and demands on others.  

Once Jesus talked in more detail about his mission they could no 

longer embrace him and his mission and literally drove him out of 

town and came close to hurling him off a cliff.   
 

The mission and ministry of Jesus can make us uncomfortable if we 

participate in any way in overlooking the forgotten.  Juneteenth Day 

is a day of celebration but it is also a day that we hold ourselves 

accountable.  The good news that we are to share is that the good 

news is for all of us.   

From Galatians 3:28 – There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no 

longer slave or free, there is no longer male or female; for all of us 

are one in Christ Jesus. 
 

We are used to the idea of freedom as a license to do as we wish.  But 

Jesus tells us to think of freedom as thinking less about our own well-

being and doing whatever we can to embolden our neighbors – to 

make them feel of value and loved.  It is the way that Jesus fulfilled 

the words of Isaiah.  In his very first sermon Jesus did not give to his 

listeners whatever it would take to gain their favor.  Radical change 

was what Jesus proclaimed and what he would perform.   
 

On this Juneteenth Day we celebrate the freedom for those who were 

enslaved.  We learned a better way.  We continue to study the Bible 

and ask the questions that will get us closer to the vision that God has 

for his people so that we can live together in harmony.  History, 

despite its wrenching pain, cannot be unlived but if faced with 

courage it need not be lived again.  Amen  

 

 

 


