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Text: Matthew 25:14-30 

Theme: Children of the Light  

 

Grace and peace to you from God the Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen  

 

Last week we were forewarned that our lessons (from now until the 

end of the church year) would become darker in tone.  After hearing 

this morning the message from Zephaniah, Amos sounds so mild in 

comparison.  Zephaniah roars like a lion and does not let up for the 

rest of the lesson.  God is angry with the people of Judah and God is 

about ready to explode.  And the reason God is so angry is because 

his people would not stop worshiping other gods.  In response God is 

all set to sweep everything away from the face of the earth – humans 

and animals and the birds of the air and the fish in the sea.  God 

would rather undo all of creation than see his people put their trust 

and hope into idols.   
 

Even before the people have an opportunity to respond or to cry out 

Zephaniah tells them to be silent.  Hush as you stand before the Lord.  

God is no longer interested in your excuses.  Listen, for your sins are 

grave!  Your priests will not offer a sacrifice to purify you.  God will 

stand in their place to sacrifice you – Judah.     
 

Wow!  It is one of those days that we are thankful that we are not like 

Judah.  But the way the Day of the Lord is described should still send 

shivers up and down our spines.  It is difficult to remember that this is 

a warning.  Warnings are given so that people have time to turn their 

lives around and to be faithful to the one true God.  As we sit and 

contemplate the moment when we will come before God to be judged, 

I wonder if this kind of theology works for us in the same way it 

obviously did for the Israelites.  Should we be afraid of that great and 

terrible day?  Should we be afraid of God? 
 

Zephaniah believes people are fools if they go about their days with-

out serious consideration that God will come again to judge the world.  

And he insists that people are even bigger fools if they put all of their 

trust in other gods . . . on their wealth and resources and the things of 

this world.   
 

Let me hurry up and share with you the good news before we all fall 

into utter despair.  The good news is that we do not have to fear the 

Day of our Lord.  We do not sit in the same darkness that Zephaniah 

described to the people of Judah.  In 1 Thessalonians we hear that 

even though the Day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night, 

we (the beloved) will be sustained.  Why?  Because God has made us 

children of the light!  How?  We heard it last week.  It is through the 

blood of the Lamb.  It is by the death and resurrection of our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ!   
 

And since we belong to the light then we are told to wear (every day) 

the breastplate of faith and our love for God so others can see what it 

means to worship the one true God.  God never wanted his wrath to 

come down upon his people.  Instead God gave us a path forward.  

God gave us the hope of salvation.  We will be able to live through 

the Day of the Lord and its distress and anguish, the darkness, and the 

gloom because we cling to the promise that we will live with him 

forever. 
 

The only warning I sound this morning is whether or not we believe 

and trust that this is true.  No doom and gloom for us if we stay the 

course.  We cannot let ourselves be swayed.  We cannot let anything 

shake our faith.  We have to stand firm.     
 

I discovered that in the gospel lesson we have two excellent examples 

of those who live as children of the light and one who remains in the 

dark.  As always the traditional interpretation of this parable is fairly 

obvious.  We are to take what we have been given by God and do 

something with it.  So God (the wealthy man about to go on a 

journey) gives to each of his servants some talents that differ in their 

amounts.  With no further instructions he allows the servants the 

freedom to take the initiative on what to do with their wealth.  The 

first two are extraordinarily productive.  Their trading results in a 

100% profit.  Both of them act responsibly with the resources 

entrusted to them.  
 

 



And then there is the third servant.  He took a different approach with 

his one talent.  He dug a hole in the ground and kept it there for safe-

keeping.  Some would call him a prudent and cautious investor.  But 

in the end we are astonished to hear that he is thrown into the outer 

darkness (not unlike what was described in Zephaniah).   
 

We look for the overall message in this parable.  Jesus wants us to 

know that children of the light take risks and they care deeply and 

profoundly enough to invest and give away whatever they receive 

from God.  And to do otherwise implies that they do not care and they 

do not love but would rather play it safe and dig a hole and bury what 

they were given.  Out of sight.  Out of mind.  Jesus warns that the 

outcome of playing it safe is something akin to death, like being 

banished to the outer darkness. 
 

Jesus gives us another thing to ponder which is often missed because 

it is not so obvious.  In this story we are told that the third servant is 

terrified of his master.  He described him as a harsh man.  But neither 

of the other two servants felt such fear.  The man gave all of them 

considerable sums of money and returned after a long time of being 

away.  It sounds more like the man was generous man and not harsh.  

He even rejoiced in the success of the first two servants.  He states 

with enthusiasm – Well done!  Enter into the joy of your master! 
 

So we have to wonder where the third servant got his information.  

We read this parable either as a warning against laziness or as an 

exhortation to be actively preparing for the day of reckoning when all 

accounts will be settled.  But we have to wonder whether in addition 

this parable is meant to encourage us to reflect on how we image God.   
 

If we simply read the words of prophets like Amos and Zephaniah 

(and do not keep Jesus Christ in our lens) then all we have is a God 

who is stern (even angry) and who doles out a terrifying and harsh 

justice.  Everything bad in our lives becomes a punishment from God.  

What we experience is a God who could be unsympathetic and fickle.     
 

But our image of God is not even close to that . . . it is one of grace.  

As children of the light we see God as one who empowers us and 

frees us.  It is why lessons like Zephaniah are so disturbing to us.  We 

believe in the one true God who will surprise us and uplift us with an 

abundance of gifts and with moments where we can experience and 

see God all around us.   
 

Any conversations about the end of times must be seen by the reality 

of the death of Jesus Christ on the cross . . . a death that demonstrates 

to us that God loves and forgives us.  The God we experience through 

Jesus is not a harsh God who reaps where he does not sow or gather 

where he does not scatter seed.  We believe in a God who gives more 

than we ever expected or deserved and one who gives with joy. 
 

Any talk about the end of times must be set alongside who we believe 

God to be.  For us he is Christ, Emmanuel.  He comes in the flesh to 

fulfill the promises of God to be with us and for us.  Our lessons offer 

us an opportunity to reflect on our assumptions about God in Christ.  

And I promise to keep reminding you that God is a God of love, one 

who entrusts us with profound gifts and riches, eager for us to make 

the most of them, and inviting us always to enter into the joy of our 

Lord.  Amen  


