
23rd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

November 13, 2022 

 

Isaiah 65:17-25 

A New Earth  

 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ – Amen  

 

Anyone want to guess what happens in 49 days?  In only 49 days it is 

January 1, 2023 (I bet you thought it was the number of days until 

Christmas).  In just one more week we will celebrate Thanksgiving 

and then all of a sudden it is Christmas and then we enter a new year.  

Starting now we will be preparing for those holiday meals.  We will 

spend our time making a list of all the gifts we need to buy for our 

family and friends.  We will attend holiday parties and scramble to get 

all the last minute shopping done.   
 

Back in the church Pastor Josh and I will struggle to keep all of you 

focused and engaged.  We acknowledge that it is a busy time of the 

year and yet our lessons for the end of the church year and during 

Advent are unique.  Starting today (by virtue of the liturgical 

calendar) we will spend our time talking about a totally different topic 

called the end times.  For the next couple of weeks our assigned 

readings will point to an end to the world as we know it (a final 

vindication) when God will come down from heaven with his army of 

angels to win the final battle over Satan.   
 

But here is the thing.  Whenever we talk about the end times the big 

question is always: When will it take place?  We know when 

Christmas comes.  We know when to turn our calendars to a new 

year.  But we have no idea when Christ will return.  It was just this 

past summer that a pastor of a church in Connecticut told his 

members that the end would come on September 25, 2022.  But it has 

come and gone and we are still here.   An Austrian scientist has made 

a new prediction that the world will end on November 13, 2026 

(exactly three years from today).   
 

We get caught up in reading the signs outlined for us in these Biblical 

texts and think to ourselves that maybe (just maybe) we will be the 

generation that finally sees the return of Christ.  We can speculate but 

in the end that is all we can really do.  Any attempt to crack the code 

and find out exactly when Jesus will come again has never come to 

fruition.   
 

We may not know the exact date and time but we still wonder because 

of all the suffering around us.  We live in a world where there are 

wars and insurrections.  Nations rise against nations.  We hear about 

the death toll due to hurricanes and earthquakes.  50 million people in 

our world face starvation.  Does this mean Christ is coming soon?  

Jesus tells us that when these things happen we are not to be afraid.  

They must take place first and then hold on because more will follow.     
 

It occurs to me that there are essentially two directions we can go 

when reading these apocalyptic texts.  We can take them as a warning 

and start preparing for the end of which Jesus speaks or we can forego 

all of that and hear these words as an invitation to live now by faith 

and hope knowing that any tribulation and trial will only increase our 

deep appreciation for God who is already at work in our lives.   
 

The bottom line is that spending our time trying to predict when the 

end will happen gets us nowhere.  But the invitation to live by faith 

and hope is much more promising.  Jesus himself speaks against 

taking his words as some kind of timetable.  In other places in the 

gospel Jesus is even more explicit when he says that no one knows the 

day or hour.  He counsels us not to be alarmed and also not to plan for 

those days.  Instead he invites us to a living and active faith so that we 

may believe that whatever we face in this world is actually an 

opportunity to witness.  Christ himself will equip us with the words 

we need to speak and the actions we need to take to respond faithfully 

when the occasion arises.   
 

Context is important. There is no question that Luke is responding to 

the crisis of early Christian communities and offering them words of 

comfort in their hour of doubt and fear.  This is not a timetable but a 

letter of encouragement and invitation.  As we stated last week on All 

Saints Sunday we are to be people of hope.  We are to stay the course.  

We are to remain confident in God through Christ.   
 

 



But the most difficult part is to endure all that is happening around us.  

We grow weary from all the discord around us.  It would be so much 

easier to endure difficult times if we had a sense that our suffering 

was temporary.  It would be so much easier to endure challenging 

times if we knew that it would come to some kind of end sooner 

rather than later.  It is much more difficult to endure our suffering 

when there is no well-defined time frame for it to be over.    
 

Here is the good news in the midst of so much doom and gloom!  

While there is a Day of the Lord predicted in which the promises of 

God are fulfilled there are many foretastes of that time to come.  It is 

the reason we are reading the lesson from Isaiah today instead of the 

appointed text from Malachi.  In Malachi we hear that those who 

revere the name of God will be spared the fires that will turn all evil 

doers to rubble.  In Isaiah the prophet moves from the language of 

destruction to a vision of a new heaven and a new earth.  Isaiah takes 

us beyond the suffering of this world to a place that is transformed.   
 

To understand this vision it is helpful to remember all that has already 

been made new.  We look at the life of Christ – his radical inclusivity, 

his way of claiming power through nonviolent action, and his ministry 

of presence – to see a new life that is realized now.  His life, death, 

and resurrection give us a new lens by which to view the world.  We 

live in that newness when we follow the example that Christ has laid 

before us.    
 

Because we have hope now we can bring comfort to the downtrodden.  

Now we can challenge our laws that do not offer true justice to all 

people.  Now we can call out an evil that is hiding in plain sight.  

Now we can work with God who is constantly creating, recreating, 

reconciling, and sustaining our world.  It is through the very promises 

of God (who is doing and will still do a new thing) that hope is kept 

alive.   
 

In my studies I came across the name of a Chinese artist and urban 

planner who uses her gifts to explore ways to make cities more 

comfortable and contemplative places to live.  One project was called  

Before I Die and came to her after the loss of a close friend.  She 

transformed an abandoned house in her New Orleans neighborhood 

into an interactive wall for people to share their hopes and dreams.   

Anyone walking by could pick up a piece of chalk, reflect on their 

lives, and share their personal aspirations in a public space.  In just 

one day the wall was entirely filled and it kept growing.  This 

neglected space became a constructive one where people could under-

stand their neighbors in new and enlightening ways.   
 

God is already creating new heavens and a new earth.  We have long 

hoped that with the coming of Christ such a new world will appear.  

For some it seems a distant fantasy.  For believers we remain 

convinced that the new heavens and earth will come and we will 

dedicate our lives to helping God bring it about.  In the meanwhile I 

wonder what projects we can design as a church that would permit 

our communities to share their own hopes and dreams.  Amen 

   


