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Text:  Amos 5:18-24 

Theme:  Let Justice Roll Down       

 

Let justice roll down like waters  

and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.  Amen  
 

I can only speak for myself but I am counting the days until 2020 is 

behind us.  In just 53 days we will move into 2021.  And even though 

I am eager to say goodbye to 2020 I know that the challenges that we 

are currently facing will follow us into the new year.  The pandemic 

has triggered a historic economic downturn leaving millions of people 

unemployed.  It will take time for the job market to bounce back.  

Protests have reignited discussions about systemic racism and racial 

inequality.  With each new incident fuel is added to the fire.   
 

As a church we hear the cries of the people and we are eager and 

ready to respond.  As for the high unemployment rate Redeemer has 

become a collection site for SHARE (our local food bank).  With two 

months to go we have delivered a record number of hams this year to 

eight different local organizations that serve meals to the hungry.  We 

are collecting winter coats before the weather turns bitter cold for 

those who cannot afford adequate clothing.  And when it comes to 

systemic racism a group of us have been meeting for several months 

to understand better the root causes of racism and to correct our own 

behaviors.   
 

Let me add a third challenge that has always been with us and touches 

this congregation every time this year.  Under normal conditions (on 

this Saturday) we would have filled our gym with close to a thousand 

people to pack more than 300,000 meals for Rise Against Hunger.  

Instead some of us walked and/or ran virtually the equivalent of a 5K 

and then made a financial contribution to the cause.   
 

Whenever we hear in our lessons that we are to do justice or to let 

justice roll down like water these are the things that we do . . . we hear 

the need and we are ready to act.  It mirrors the very character of God 

when we stand with the poor.   

God always has an eye on the needy and raises them to positions of 

honor.  God makes justice an act of grace and mercy.   
 

We can count the number of days left in the year and continue to look 

for opportunities to serve.  It is what we are called to do as the church.  

From now until the end of the church year (which is in just 21 days) 

our lessons will also keep us focused on the Day of the Lord also 

known as the Day of Wrath.   
 

How many days until that happens?   

Unfortunately we have absolutely no idea.   
 

Jesus warns us that it will come unexpectedly.  We need to be alert 

and awake and prepared at all times.  But it is so hard to maintain that 

kind of vigilance.  We are better equipped to hear a need and do some 

grocery shopping for SHARE or send in a monetary donation for Rise 

Against Hunger and then wait for someone to tell us what we should 

do next.  Jesus wants us to meet the immediate needs of his people but 

within a larger framework that extends beyond the present moment. 
 

In the Old Testament, Amos approached the people of God with 

similar words.  They assumed that the Day of the Lord would destroy 

their enemies and leave them untouched.  Amos warned them that the 

day could bring condemnation for them as well.  He told them that 

they should not hide behind their worship practices as the sole means 

of their salvation.  Worship without justice meant nothing to God.   
 

It seems that both Jesus and Amos were willing to put the fear of God 

into the hearts of their listeners in order to get their attention.   
 

We need to take this seriously.     

We need to be motivated to stay alert and vigilant.    
 

Justice and the end of times are joined together in our lessons today.  

In Amos we hear both senses of the Hebrew word for justice.  On the 

one hand it means to treat people with respect and with love and 

honesty.  We are to show no partiality as we seek the well-being of all 

people but especially the oppressed.  On the other hand it is the 

acknowledgement that we will be judged when we do not act in just 

ways.  God not only establishes justice for those who have been 

wronged and mistreated, but God also metes out punishment to those 

who have perpetrated those wrongs.   
 



Let justice roll down like flood waters! 
 

In a sermon this summer we heard from the prophet Isaiah (and now 

from Amos) that justice is a call to do things the right way when in 

worship and to do what is right when we leave worship.  In its 

fullness, it is about doing whatever we can to ensure all people thrive.  

With that definition before us we can now put some substance behind 

those words as we explore ways to stay alert and vigilant. 
 

We start with radical generosity.  In Scripture we learn that all that we 

have (including our money) belongs to God and it is God who has 

entrusted us with his treasures.  So we are called to be wise stewards 

of our wealth.  Out of love for God and love for our neighbor we are 

called to use our resources for the sake of the wider community.  For 

God radical generosity is not only a matter of mercy but of justice.  

We are to give and share with other people and watch how it turns 

into blessings.   
 

From our generosity we are to offer extreme hospitality.  We are to 

treat people by the same standards regardless of class, race, ethnicity, 

nationality, gender, or any other category.  From my own experiences 

it is one thing to know this and another to live it out.  We may not 

judge people with our words but we judge them in our thoughts.  

Once more we are encouraged to follow the example of Jesus.  He 

exhorted his disciples to not only be generous to the poor but to 

welcome them into their homes as if they were members of their 

family.  We are to look at each individual and see the face of Christ.   
 

One of my good friends who lived in Pittsburgh (and who is a pastor) 

demonstrated this well.  She and her husband lived in a three-story 

home.  Over the years they lived in the second and third floors and 

kept the first floor open to those who needed a place to stay.  I am not 

talking about an overnight or a long weekend.  For those who needed 

a home people could live there for an extended period of time with 

little or no rent.  My friends saw their home as a blessing to be shared 

with others.  In their home radical generosity was greeted with an 

open door to welcome Christ himself. 
 

 

 

Once inside our doors we are to help our guests gain their own voice.  

We are to be compassionate advocates.  With the help of God we will 

take up the cause of the needy.  With the help of God we will bring 

about justice for those who cry out day and night.  With the help of 

God we will invest our time to empower all people to be who God 

created them to be.   
 

With 53 days left until 2020 is over we certainly stand ready and 

prepared to collect food for SHARE and winter coats for Lutheran 

Social Services.  We stand ready and prepared to share our financial 

resources where they are needed.  Likewise (in eager anticipation for 

the Day of the Lord) we stand ready to consistently and persistently 

do justice – to share generously and to welcome all people into a way 

of life that works for positive change in our practices and 

relationships. We will be a place where the world gets a glimpse of 

what it is like to be under the rule of God.  Amen  

 


