
22nd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

October 16, 2016 

 

Text: Luke 18:1-8 

Theme: Pray!  Pray!  Pray!    

 

One day Johnny (a very bright 4-year-old) told his dad that he would 

like to have a baby brother and offered to do whatever he could to 

help.  His dad (a very bright 35-year-old) told his son to pray every 

day for the next two months and he was sure God would indeed listen 

to his prayers and would at last give them a baby. 
 

Johnny responded eagerly to the challenge and went to his bedroom 

early that night to start praying for a baby brother.  He prayed every 

night for a whole month but (after that) he grew tired of the daily 

routine and he stopped praying. 
 

Another month went by and Johnny’s mother went into the hospital.  

Not sure what happened to her he sat on the front steps waiting for his 

father to bring her home.  As they walked towards the house Johnny 

leaped to his feet with amazement as his parents held out (not one) but 

two babies – two new baby brothers.  When his dad asked him if he 

was now glad that he had prayed, Johnny did not hesitate to reply –  

Yes, and aren’t you glad that I quit when I did? 
 

This is just a little light humor for a very serious topic as we explore 

(once more) Jesus telling us to pray always and not to lose heart.  We 

know by now that God does not always answer our prayers in the way 

that we had hoped but still we are encouraged to persevere in our 

prayers.  We know the experience of powerlessness as we sit by the 

bedside of someone who is critically ill but still we pray for some 

kind of miracle.   
 

In our despair we want to believe that God will intercede for us 

because we are good people, we are people of faith and our requests 

come from a sincere heart.  But like the little boy (Johnny) we grow 

tired of asking for the same thing over and over again without any 

measureable results and we stop praying (we stop asking).  And then 

along comes this short parable in our lessons for today and our hopes 

are renewed. 
 

It is a wonderful story: A widow tirelessly pounds on the door of a 

disrespectful judge and continually cries out for justice.  The judge 

could care less about her situation but she wears him down and he 

finally gives in.  And we cling to the words of hope that we hear from 

Jesus as he tells the people that God is not anything like this judge.  

The God who loves us (the God who cares about us) will grant justice 

to those who cry out to him day and night. God will not delay in 

helping them.  And as the people of God we say – Amen!  Alleluia!  

Thanks be to God!   
 

But not so fast: Once more we have to read our lesson within its 

context.  Today the encouragement to pray always is not about pound-

ing on God’s door until we wear him down and he caves in to our 

demands.  We need to back up all the way to Luke 17:20 in order to 

understand the reason we are to pray always and to not lose heart.   
 

In the previous chapter the Pharisees asked Jesus when the kingdom 

of God was coming.  They wanted to know when the Messiah would 

return and overthrow their enemies and bring peace to the world.  And 

in response Jesus invited them to remember the story of Noah and the 

flood.  He invited them to remember the time when Lot and his family 

had to flee Sodom.   
 

Both stories centered on the people of God living in a very unjust 

world and how God delivered them.  They were given instructions on 

what to do – Noah had to build an ark for his family and the animals 

which saved them from the floodwaters that consumed the earth.  Lot 

had to gather his family and was told to flee for their lives and not 

look back.  Everyone did as they were told except for Lot’s wife.  If 

you recall she turned around and immediately became a pillar of salt. 
 

As we wait for the second coming of Christ (when he will return and 

overthrow our enemies and bring peace to the world) he tells us now 

to pray always and to not lose heart.  The encouragement today in 

being persistent in our prayers is to maintain our faith at this difficult 

time (just like Noah and Lot).  And even though the wait is incredibly 

long we are to keep our eyes fixed on Christ.  We are to ask for the 

strength to endure to the very end. 
 

 

 



And when we grow tired and weary of asking these same questions – 

How can we endure? 

How can we make sure we do not become like the wife of Lot? 

How can we resist the temptations of Sodom? 
 

This is one of the few places in Scripture that Jesus is so clear on what 

we are to do – Pray!  Pray!  And then pray some more!   
 

And when we pray remember how persistent God can be.  The good 

news of both the Old and New Testaments is the story about God’s 

persistent, unshakable, everlasting love for us and for all of God’s 

creation.  It goes without saying that we deserve condemnation but 

God is so persistently in love with us that God will bring about 

justice.  God will hear our prayers.  God will hear our cries day and 

night, even though we may not see any results immediately.  God has 

not forgotten us.  God will not delay in helping us.   
 

In another month we might grow impatient and tired and our hope 

might wane.  How could it not?  Does the world we are living in now 

come even close to the world Christians have been praying for since 

the time of Christ?  But it is here that the prayer of the faithful enters 

the picture.  Because we know of and have experienced the persistent 

love of God through Christ, we can pray over and over again to 

maintain our faith and to never give up hope.  Praying is and always 

has been hard work in the interim – between the promise of God and 

its fulfillment – in the life of the church living between the first and 

second coming of Christ.   
 

The widow kept after the judge, hoping against all odds, persistent, 

determined, and relentless.  We (as believers in Jesus Christ) keep 

praying, hoping against all odds, persistent, determined, and relentless 

not because we are good people who possess such a strong faith but 

because the Spirit has given us the courage to do so.  We have been 

given the strength to pray without ceasing in a broken and fearful 

world.   
 

Yes – this parable is about justice in the kingdom of God.  And within 

that context let us go back and insert our personal persistent prayers 

for healing and/or to remove whatever we wrestle with these days.   

 

 

Instead of starting with the premise that God could and should 

intercede for us because we are a good people, we are people of faith 

and our requests come from a sincere heart – let our prayer be this: 

that in the midst of persistently asking for whatever we want that 

we also ask that our faith remain intact and we do not lose heart 
 

Do you hear the difference?  We still ask for that miracle and we 

still seek healing but we also ask for the faith to endure, to make 

sure that we never give up on God or ourselves.   
 

Behold – We stand at the door and knock. 

What do we do when Christ opens the door? 

Will we wait for him to answer or will we walk away too soon? 

Amen 

 

 


