
22nd Sunday After Pentecost 

October 24, 2021 

 

Text: Mark 10:46-52 

Theme: Let Me See Again   

 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen  

 

Last Sunday I wore this stole that was made for me by some women 

from Madagascar when I visited their country several years ago.  I 

wear it again this morning because the act of putting this stole on my 

shoulders brings back strong memories.  Madagascar was (and still is) 

one of the poorest countries in the world with most people living on 

less than two dollars a day.  But as much as we were surrounded by 

their poverty we were also blessed with their riches.   
 

The ministries in Madagascar were amazing and awe-inspiring  The 

Lutheran World Federation just announced that the Malagasy  

Lutheran Church is the largest growing Lutheran church in the world 

due mainly to a spiritual awakening that has transformed their 

evangelism efforts.  We experienced it first-hand when we were there.  

It combined faithful and practical work with bold proclamation.   
 

Step 1 for the church was to develop different health care facilities to 

meet the immediate needs of the people.   Blindness was prevalent 

among people of all ages due to poor nutrition and the lack of 

adequate medical treatment for infectious diseases.  When we visited 

the Lutheran Blind School we were introduced to a committed staff 

that included a teacher who in her spare time translated the Bible into 

braille so that her students would have full access to the Word of God.  

This place was more than a school.  All of their students lived there 

fulltime so that they could also develop life skills that made them able 

to live independently.  In these villages the teachers not only provided 

compassionate care but also taught the Christian faith. 
 

Although the school itself was amazing what was more incredible was 

what took place during our visit.  Our guide and translator lived here 

in the D.C. area.  She lived in Madagascar ten years earlier with her 

husband who was a Lutheran missionary. 

While we were sitting in the school and talking with one another an 

elderly man walked up to our interpreter and grasped for her hands.  

After ten years of being apart he heard her speak, he recognized her 

voice and he cried out her name.  Their reunion was very moving and 

brought us all to a holy silence. 
 

In a devotion I read recently based on this text we were invited to ask 

ourselves this question: What is it that we need to see today? 
 

Before we answer that question we need to consider the blind man of 

Jericho named Bartimaeus.  Blindness was also a common affliction 

in Biblical times and it was not unusual to see beggars by the road-

side.  Often they sat near the gates of a city or town with their cloaks 

spread open before them to receive offerings from those entering or 

leaving the city. 
 

Although physically blind we should not assume that Bartimaeus was 

without sight.  As is often the case when one of our senses is weak the 

other senses compensate for the loss.  In this case Bartimaeus acted 

and reacted very much like the man we met at the Blind School.  

Despite his afflictions he lived in hope and when he heard that Jesus 

of Nazareth was entering the city he began to shout out his name – 

Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!   
 

Bartimaeus was excited that Jesus was so close and he was not going 

to let this opportunity pass him by.  He persisted in his cry in spite of 

the reprimand and disapproval of those standing around him.   It is no 

coincidence that in this gospel Jesus stops and asks the man the very 

same question that he asked James and John from last week:  

What do you want me to do for you?  
 

How we would answer that question is quite different from the way 

my Malagasy friends would answer it.  What we saw in Madagascar 

were many people who resembled Bartimaeus as they sat at the city 

gate waiting for someone to come by to help them.  What we saw was 

the church come by to pick them up and carry them to a place where 

they could be cared for with love and compassion.   
 

When Jesus asked: What do you want me to do for you? Jesus wanted 

to know what the blind man really wanted.  It helps us answer the 

question from the devotion.  We need to see those who sit at the city 

gates.  We need to see those that are blind to us.     



Bartimaeus was not like the rich man who tried to secure a place for 

himself in the life to come.  He was not like James and John who 

asked to sit on either side of Jesus’ heavenly throne.  Bartimaeus 

asked Jesus for something that only Jesus could give (the healing he 

really wanted).   
 

Like Bartimaeus we have no claim on Jesus other than we are in deep 

and desperate need of his mercy.  It is the key that unlocks the heart 

of Christ.  Often when we see these Biblical encounters with those 

who are sick the ones crying out are tired and worn out.  It is hard for 

them to really believe that something can be done for them.  But 

Bartimaeus is different.  In this gospel the author paints a picture of 

eagerness and energy.  He throws off his cloak and springs to his feet 

to stand before Jesus.  He knows this is his only real hope.   
 

And we must not miss how Bartimaeus addresses Jesus:  Rabboni (my 

teacher) I want to see again.  He responds to Jesus’ question by using 

an address we only find twice in the gospel (here and when Mary 

Magdalene weeps after she recognizes Jesus at the empty tomb).  It is 

personal for Bartimaeus.  It is intimate for him.  Jesus stood still in his 

presence and asked him what he really wanted.  Once he could see 

and now Bartimaeus wants to be able to see again.   
 

There is a sense in which he already sees.  His insistent cry for help 

from Jesus and his understanding of Jesus as the Son of David shows 

that while his eyes may be blind he has a more important kind of 

sight.  From others he begged for money but from Jesus he begged for 

mercy.  He asked Jesus to give him back his sight because he knew 

(through faith) that Jesus was the only one who could restore his 

vision.   
 

It is so easy for us to read these healing stories and start to question 

our own faith.  It seems like James and John did not ask for the right 

thing but Bartimaeus did.  His response to Jesus seems to show that 

he asked for the right thing and in the right way.  So (it seems) all we 

need to do is increase our faith by eliminating all doubt that Jesus can 

do what we ask.  No!  In our answer to the question in the devotion 

(that mirrors the question that Jesus keeps asking people) our need is 

to understand who Jesus really is and then cast ourselves on his 

mercy.  And once we cast ourselves on his mercy we need to act 

mercifully towards others.   

What is it that we need to see today? 
 

When I think about my answer I return to Madagascar.  I want to 

wake up every morning and ask God to let me see what God wants 

me to see with the same eagerness and energy of Bartimaeus.  I want 

to believe that hope will unfold in unexpected ways.  I want all that 

blinds me to be removed so that I can better follow my Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ.   
 

What is it that you need to see today?  Amen  

 

 

 


