
PENTECOST SUNDAY 

May 15, 2016 

 

Text: Acts 2:1-21 

Theme: Led by the Spirit  

 

I never wake up in the morning and think to myself – this is the day – 

but there comes a moment when I sense the presence of the Spirit so 

profoundly that I just pull back on my own agenda and follow its lead.  

Last Sunday (Mother’s Day) was one of those times.  After our three 

services I went to lunch with my family and relaxed and enjoyed my 

time with them.   
 

After the meal I knew I had a hospital visit to make but other than that 

the day was open, and I had plans on how I wanted to spend my time.  

I wanted to go home, relax a little bit more, and then start work on the 

Bible reading for Wednesday night.  But (instead) I went back to the 

church and made some phone calls to check up on people.  And then 

there seemed to be enough time to make a couple home visits before I 

headed to the hospital. 
 

It was in those phones calls and visits that I could sense the visible 

presence of God.  As I sat with Kathy, Forrest, and Val on the couch 

in their home and read to them from Scripture, the Spirit moved in 

and through us as we prayed together.  And next I went to the home 

of Anna and Inessa.  I read to them from Scripture and then gave 

Anna communion.  Inessa is still unable to eat so in the quiet of that 

space, Anna gave Inessa a drop of water for her communion.  And as 

Anna did that for her mother I just watched this holy moment unfold 

and felt the Spirit move in and through us.  And (later) in a hospital 

room I offered Bill bread and wine (the body and blood of Christ) for 

the first time since his surgery and we sat still afterwards believing we 

just ate a heavenly feast. 
 

I shared a quote with our council this week from The Little Prince –  

One sees clearly only with the heart.   

Anything essential is invisible to the eye. 
 

On Pentecost Sunday we focus on biblical stories in which the Spirit 

of God comes into contact with ordinary human beings and wonderful 

and unexpected things begin to happen.   

In Acts we hear the sound of a violent wind and we see tongues of 

fire.  But my own experience of the Spirit is more like that of Elijah 

who did not find God in the wind or an earthquake or the fire but in 

the sound of sheer silence.  I hear God in his Word and in our prayers 

and in the breaking of bread.  In one sense nothing truly amazing 

happened in those homes and in the hospital room last Sunday, but it 

was in the stillness of the moment that each of us knew what God had 

just done in our presence.  And I knew that I was led there by the 

Spirit. 
 

We often restrict our discussion of the Holy Spirit to this one day, but 

by doing so we restrict how we can describe God at work.  When we 

limit the story of Pentecost to the one we heard in the Book of Acts 

then we will never recognize the incredible things that the Spirit has 

already done through us.  How thrilling it must have been for the 

people who gathered in Jerusalem to hear the wind and to see the fire 

and to experience the promise of the Spirit poured out on the young 

and old, both men and women.  And how wonderful it must have been 

for three thousand people to believe in Jesus Christ and be baptized 

after Peter preached a compelling sermon. 
 

But believe me when I say the Spirit is still on the move.   
 

Not that long ago someone approached a pastor from New England 

and asked how the building program was progressing in her church.  

The pastor shared that they had run out of money before they got to 

the worship space.  And the friend thought to himself – What poor 

planning.  What could be more important than the worship space – 

but he did not say anything because he did not want to hurt the pastor.   
 

But then she explained: The first stage of the building program started 

in the basement because that was also a shelter for homeless men.  

They put in new showers because there was only one shower and it 

was in bad shape.  And they renovated the old kitchen because it was 

so drab.  And the pastor shared that on the Sunday before the shelter 

reopened, the worship service stated in the sanctuary and then when it 

came time for communion, the people carried the bread and wine 

downstairs to the basement.  The whole congregation gathered around 

the empty beds.  They passed the bread and wine around the circle 

and blessed the newly renovated space.  Later that night the shelter 

beds were full and the worship space still needed to be worked on … 



All of this took place on the first Sunday of Advent but the members 

of that church must have thought it was Pentecost Sunday. 
 

The Spirit of God comes into contact with ordinary human beings and 

wonderful and unexpected things begin to happen.  We have one 

more week of study on the Book of Acts and I have really enjoyed the 

number of times the Spirit of God is swirling around the early church.   

I counted and the Spirit is mentioned 65 different times in Acts alone.   
 

Prior to our lesson for today the Spirit was present as Matthias was 

chosen to be among the apostles.  The power of the Spirit was given 

to those who came to believe in Jesus Christ and as they were brought 

to the baptismal waters.  Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit when he 

preached.  The Spirit led Peter to the Gentiles.  The Spirit led Philip to 

the Ethiopian eunuch who was struggling to understand the Old 

Testament readings and then after he was baptized the Spirit snatched 

Philip away to continue his ministry in Azotus.  Living in the fear of 

the Lord and in the comfort of the Spirit, the church increased in 

numbers.   Paul (himself) described himself as captive to the Spirit.   
 

The Spirit is on the move and is intimately connected to our under-

standing of what takes place in holy baptism and Holy Communion.  

It fills us with the very breath that helps us proclaim Christ.  It leads 

us to where we need to go to help others understand the Scriptures.  It 

comforts us as we live our lives in awe of God.  It even helps us chose 

leaders (which we pray for in this church) as we continue in the call 

process to add someone to our ministry team.  It leads us to those 

people that need assistance to maintain a quality life which is why we 

partner with places like N Street Village. 
 

This week the mosaic was mounted in the Crossroads.  As we shared 

with you in February, an artist saw the white space and was able to 

visualize the idea we had of a descending dove.  And that idea came 

from the baptism of our Lord as recorded in Matthew 3.  When Jesus 

had been baptized, just as he came out of the water, suddenly the 

heavens were opened and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 

dove and resting on him.  And a voice from heaven said – 

This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased. 
 

 

When the mosaic is uncovered on June 5th at 4:00 (at our anniversary 

celebration) I hope you will appreciate the intent of what was created 

for us.  As we enter this church the Spirit will bless us in our worship 

and as we leave this church the Spirit will lead us out to experience 

how God will make wonderful and unexpected things happen. 
 

One sees clearly only with the heart. 

Anything essential is invisible to the eye. 
 

And there is one more thing that I want to share about last Sunday 

(Mother’s Day).  All of us can experience the presence of the Spirit.  

In my case I had to be quiet enough and present enough in the 

moment to see it and I had to be willing to set aside my own agenda 

and be led to where God wanted me to go in his name.   
 

From Galatians –  

We have received the power of the Spirit through faith.   

Live by the Spirit! 
 

And if we live by the Spirit then let us also be guided by the Spirit so 

we (who have received the Spirit) can restore others in a spirit of 

gentleness.  Amen  


