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Text: Luke 18:1-8 

Title: Grant Justice  

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father.  Amen  

 

Before I knew how to read my mom would read to me from a book 

called A Child’s Garden of Bible Stories.  On page 69 is the story of 

the Three Men in the Furnace and the story that follows on page 72 is 

called Daniel and the Lions.  Do not be too impressed that I know the 

page numbers of these two stories because I still have the book sitting 

in my bookcase at home and I looked them up.  All these years later I 

can still picture four men standing in the middle of a very hot furnace 

unscathed (remember that an angel joined Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego in the fire).  And in the other story Daniel is kneeling in 

prayer as several very hungry lions lounge around him and he remains 

untouched.       
 

Fast forward to our Wednesday morning Bible study group where we 

are just finishing the Book of Daniel.  In my 27 years of ministry I 

have never done any in-depth study of Daniel because it is filled with 

visions and dreams that (without knowing the historical context) make 

little or no sense.  But imagine my excitement when we came to the 

story of the Three Men in the Furnace. I was back on familiar ground.   
 

In the story as recorded in Daniel 3 we learn right away that three 

Israelite men are in deep trouble with the king.  Nebuchadnezzar 

wants everyone to worship a huge golden statute that he erected and 

that stands in the middle of his kingdom.  These three men refuse to 

bow down because they only worship the one true God.  And as a 

result they are punished.  When brought before the king they said this:  
 

If our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of 

blazing fire and out of your hand, O king, let him deliver us.  But if 

not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods and 

we will not worship the golden statue that you have set up.   
 

It is those words that will help us unravel the Parable of the Widow 

and the Unjust Judge – the title of our parable for today.   

The parable is at the end of a longer conversation that Jesus has with 

his disciples about the coming of the kingdom of God.  It starts in 

Luke 17:22 and (like the Book of Daniel) offers visions of fire and 

sulfur raining down from heaven.  Jesus tells the believers that they 

will experience unimaginable suffering but they are to keep the faith 

as they wait for God to vindicate them.  Believers are to persevere and 

face with courage the many injustices in the world.   
 

Like the three men thrown into the furnace we (as the people of God) 

need to stand firm in our faith and cry out to God for deliverance.  But 

even if our deliverance is not granted we must not forsake the God we 

trust above all others.    
 

Last Sunday Pastor Josh used the story of the ten lepers to challenge 

us to think about who stands outside of our community but needs to 

be welcomed and included.  Our parable today takes it a step further 

to say we must not just welcome and include them but we are to stand 

up to the injustices that put them in that position in the first place.     
 

An important step in standing up to injustice is making changes in our 

own lives and looking at our own behaviors. When we witness 

injustices happening right in front of us we are to have the courage to 

speak up and right the wrong.  And all along the way the opening 

verse of our lesson tells us to pray always and not to lose heart.   
 

We often interpret this parable as a new prayer technique to get what 

we want from God.  Just pray for the same thing over and over and 

over again until we wear God down.  No!  In this parable as in other 

parts of Luke we are taught to pray for the kingdom and that includes 

an active pursuit for justice.  We are to pray without ceasing and cry 

out to God when others are treated in ways that are counter to the will 

of God.  We are to pray with a firm confidence and openness to the 

grace of God. 
 

Jesus makes his point by contrasting two main characters.  The judge 

is described as one who does not fear God nor has any regard for 

others.  The widow is described as one who is vulnerable and has no 

one but herself to bring to court the wrongs she has experienced.  In 

the end the judge grants her wish not because of his commitment to 

God but out of fear that she will become so frustrated that she will 

literally deck him.   



In English it reads that the widow kept bothering the judge.  In Greek 

the word is trouble and is used in the context of a boxing match.  This 

widow is so fired up (no pun intended) that she is about ready to belt 

the judge and give him a black eye.   
 

How then do we respond to injustice and oppression without getting 

into fist fights? 
 

History is full of people whose success can be directly attributed to 

their perseverance (people like Abraham Lincoln, Martin Luther 

King, Jr., Rosa Parks, Sojourner Truth, Gandhi, and Nelson Mandela).  

Each of them sought justice and social change through careful and 

thoughtful and bold persistence.  I am sure that all of them got tired or 

burnt out and had moments when they thought they should just give 

up but if they had our world today would be a very different place.  

The pursuit of justice requires perseverance.   
 

Our lesson in Luke assures us that God is not like the unrighteous 

judge.  God does not respond to us only after we have pestered him to 

the point that it becomes easier for God to just give in.  We hear the 

promise that God will vindicate and bring about justice.  As believers 

in that promise we work with God to make that happen in our lifetime 

knowing that ultimately God will reign.  We pray without ceasing to 

keep our relationship with God strong.  We do not lose heart even 

when discouraged by the slowness of change.   
 

God is in our struggles.  God suffers alongside us.  Jesus showed us 

how God can and will change hearts and minds, transform lives, bring 

death to life, make the weak strong and the vulnerable powerful.  And 

we in turn are to use our voices to comfort and offer hope to those 

who have been ignored for too long.   
 

As children of God we know from experience that our dreams and the 

dreams of others are tested by trials.  Our causes for the sake of the 

gospel message are often shaped by opposition.  But when our vision 

comes from God and is worth fighting for then we are called to persist 

with patience.  We pray always and do not lose heart.     
 

When Daniel was saved from the lions the king of Persia wrote a new 

decree.  It was written to all the people and nations of every language 

throughout the whole world.  It reads:  

God is the living God who endures forever.  His kingdom shall never 

be destroyed and his dominion has no end.  He delivers and rescues.  

He works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth.   
 

In the end will the Son of Man find such faith on earth?  

Amen  

 

 


