
18th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

September 18, 2016 

 

Text: Luke 16:1-15 

Theme: Be Faithful 

 

A growing number of people in our congregation are waking up to 

d365.org – a devotion that can appear in your inbox at 5:00 am every 

morning (free of charge).  All you have to do is log in to the site and 

subscribe.  We read it in our small group faith conversations, I have 

suggested it for those who attend our Bible studies and I have verbally 

added it to the syllabus for 7th and 8th graders (and their families) so 

they have a common devotion to read and then discuss.   
 

Each devotion follows a simple pattern.  It is brief and it delivers a 

concise message that is easy to understand and is applicable to our 

daily lives.  It is also based on our lectionary series (the lessons we 

read each week on a Sunday morning) which I find to be an added 

bonus.   
 

Last Sunday Max did a beautiful job proclaiming the gospel message.  

And he can thank me later for not asking him to preach this week as 

even the most experienced pastors do not know what to do with the 

Parable of the Dishonest Manager – our Gospel lesson for today.  Of 

course those of us who preach can choose which lesson will be the 

focus of his/her sermon and sometimes we avoid addressing the more 

difficult readings to keep things more hopeful and more light-hearted.  

But I am up for the challenge this morning because the on-line 

devotions also focused on this gospel lesson and it gave me the 

courage to struggle with it some more and not just ignore it.   
 

Lesson #1: Read the Scripture passage very carefully to determine 

what exactly Jesus is approving of in this story (because at first 

glance) it appears that Christ is suggesting to us that it is prudent to be 

deceitful and shrewd and dishonest.  The parable seems clear:  A 

manager squandered the property of his master and the master told 

him he would lose his job.  The manager schemed a way to win over 

those who were in debt to his master so that they (in turn) would then 

be in debt to him.  When the master learned about it he praised the 

manager for his shrewdness and that is where the parable ends. 

Jesus (in his interpretation) goes on to say that the children of that age 

were more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than were the 

children of light. 
 

We can understand the despair of the manager and (faced with a 

similar situation) we are not sure what we are capable of doing.  In the 

Roman context he had access to all of his master’s money and acted 

as his agent in all business affairs.  He actually sold himself to the rich 

man in order to gain social status and to have a physical roof over his 

head so the loss of his job meant he was considered unclean and 

homeless and open to public ridicule.   
 

But he was not innocent.  He got himself in this mess because he 

squandered the property of his master.  Those words should bring 

back memories of the Parable of the Lost Son that told of the younger 

son squandering the property of his father in self-indulgent living.  

The son saw the error of his ways and came back to his father 

repentant but we have no such account in our parable today.  The 

manager does not seek forgiveness and he does not seek a second 

chance but rather connives his way into the homes of others.   
 

We are okay with the Father receiving the younger son back because 

he returned (crawling on his knees and knowing he was not worthy of 

forgiveness).  But we have difficulty with Jesus receiving this dis-

honest manager for the shrewd way he handled his circumstances.   
 

Lesson #2:  Pay attention to how the parable ends.  In verse 8 the 

master does not commend his manager for his dishonesty but for his 

prudence in business affairs.  And in the latter part of verse 8, the 

comment that Jesus made is his observation that children of the world 

understand how things work and they use it to their benefit … why do 

children of the light (as we are called) not understand the ways of the 

kingdom of God? 
 

If a dishonest manager can work so diligently in planning his future 

then how much more diligently should the followers of Jesus Christ 

work for the kingdom of God?  The dishonest manager knows what 

he wants – money, power, comfort, and security.  He is single-minded 

in his focus: 

Do we have that kind of single-mindedness as followers of Christ?  

Do we know what we want and how to get there? 
 



Context is very critical this morning.  Jesus was quickly approaching 

his last days and from Luke 13 on we have a series of parables that 

warn us to be prepared and ready.  The axe lies at the root of the 

unfruitful fig tree and the vine grower suggests that they give it one 

more year for the sake of those who still need to hear the call to 

repent.     
 

In Luke 14 the Parable of the Great Dinner tells of invited guests 

who come up with excuse after excuse of why they could not attend 

the banquet so their seats are given to the poor, the crippled, the blind 

and the lame and those invited are left out and left behind.  In Luke 15 

it is not too late for the prodigal son but now in Luke 16 there is a 

heightened urgency and Jesus is calling for quick and decisive action.  

Jesus takes an example of a real-life situation and deliberately uses it 

as his way to shock the people into reality.  And we (along with the 

Pharisees and disciples) hear this story and expect Jesus to end it with 

his strong disapproval for the devious way the manager manipulated 

people but instead we hear affirmation and praise for the actions of 

this dishonest man. 
 

Lesson #3: Jesus is not telling us to be deceitful or to steal from others 

or to lie or to be dishonest.  Jesus has our full attention and he is 

telling us to apply this lesson to ourselves.  When we find ourselves in 

the same position as this manager (who saw losses coming his way) 

then we are to act and not sit back and let nature take its course.  We 

are to act wisely and decisively. 
 

Jesus does not excuse the actions of this man but he boldly and 

resolutely and prudently tells us to make decisions that brings life and 

not death.  At this point in the gospel (as Jesus soon heads into 

Jerusalem where he will die on the cross), everything is at stake and 

he is telling his disciples to watch the children of the world and then 

be resourceful, creative and clever without being deceitful and lying 

and dishonest.   
 

Jesus is telling us (with a sense of urgency) that we can look at the 

examples of what people do in this world and then we can do it even 

better (and differently) for the sake of the kingdom of God.   
 

In d365.org the writer reflects that the manager is praised for his wits 

and not his actions.  As followers of Christ we are not encouraged to 

be scoundrels but to be shrewd and wise.  We are to use what God has 

given us and use it well.  Dishonest wealth only lasts so long and it 

will eventually run out.  Will we invest our lives in things that last 

eternally or things that run its course over time?  No matter what we 

start with (even dishonest wealth) it can be redeemed and transformed 

by God.  God can even take us (a dishonest manager or a prodigal 

son) and make us into saints.   
 

A theologian used this parable to shock a group of valedictorians at 

the local high school.  They were about to graduate and after reading 

this lesson he told the students that his best advice was for them to 

cheat, lie, and steal.   
 

He went on to explain that the odds were against them being as 

successful in college as they had been in high school because the 

demands were so much greater.  He also told them the odds were slim 

that they would really change the world as they had dreamed.  Then 

he suggested that they cheat those odds and succeed anyway. 
 

He told them that college would be very busy with lots of demands on 

their time.  He advised them to steal time for their studies and for self 

care.  And he gently ended his speech with words of encouragement 

to remain in prayer and take the time to meditate.  He suggested that 

at the end of the day they lie in the grace of God and they would do 

just fine. 
 

Cheat, lie, and steal …  

not as children of this world but as children of the light 

ready to take decisive action in a creative and clever way for the sake 

of the kingdom of God – Amen  

 

 


